
Curriculum Newsletter Term 2 2022/23: Eagles, Kites and 

Kestrels 

We have had a great start to the year so far! The children have really 

enjoyed our first topic of Boom, Bang It’s the Blitz; their enjoyment was 

evident in their enthusiasm and excitement during our WW2 evacuation 

day at Didcot Railway Centre. Our new topic this term is Science and 

Geography themed and is called Countdown to Extinction. 

Maths Reading 

Please continue to ensure your child is practising 
their multiplication tables, which they can do on 
Times Tables Rockstars. These are fundamental 
to their mathematics learning and are essential 
to the majority of areas in maths. They should be 
able to recall them immediately, in any order, as 
this will ensure they can make quicker progress 
during their maths lessons. Children should also 
know the related division facts. Maths 
homework will continue to be set weekly on 
Sumdog and needs to be completed by the 
following Wednesday. Children do not need to 
complete the Sumdog tasks mentally and should 
use a paper and pencil to help them work out the 
answers. 
From this term, children in each Maths class will 
be working on a Key Instant Recall Fact. Key 
Instant Recall Facts (KIRFS) are designed to 
support the development of the mental skills 
and key knowledge that underpin much of the 
maths work in our school. An important part of 
maths development has always been the 
learning of certain maths facts, including 

We ask you to continue to read with your 
child and encourage them to read at 
home at least five times a week. When 
you have the opportunity, have a chat 
about the book they are reading, focusing 
on the vocabulary choices and literary 
techniques which have been used and the 
effect they have on the reader. Please 
write any comments in your child’s 
reading record which are checked 
regularly. 
 
Our class reader this term is 
The Strangeworlds Travel 
Agency, by L. D. Lapinski. In 
whole class reading sessions, 
will be investigating the 
features of persuasive and 
information texts while 
learning about endangered animals. We 
will also be reading biographies and 
extracts from classic fiction. 

Literacy 



practising times tables and addition facts, such 
as number bonds and doubles. Each half term, 
children will focus on an area of KIRFs that will 
be taught in school but also need to be practised 
at home. It is important that children know these 
facts thoroughly and can recall them instantly. 
The KIRFs are designed to be a set of facts that 
need to be learnt thoroughly as they build on 
each other year on year. Please see attached 
with this newsletter the KIRFs for this term, 
labelled according to the Maths class your child 
is in. Please support your child in working on this 
KIRF using the top tips and practical resources 
and ideas for support. 
Kites: This term, we will begin our Multiplication 
and Division unit, looking at factors, multiples 
and prime, square and cube numbers. We will 
also recap multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 
and 1000, as well as looking at multiples of these 
powers of 10. We will finish the term learning 
more about fractions, including finding 
equivalent fractions, converting fractions, 
comparing and ordering fractions, and adding 
and subtracting fractions, dealing with mixed 
numbers and improper fractions. Our times table 
focus of the term is the 12 times table 
multiplication and related division facts. We will 
use our knowledge of x3 and x6 to help with this. 
Any work you can do at home to support your 
child learning the 12 times table would be much 
appreciated. Our Key Instant Recall Fact for this 
term is: I can identify prime numbers to 50. 
Kestrels: We will focus initially on learning about 
common factors, multiples, square and prime 
numbers. Our focus will then shift to fractions, 
where we will begin to look at finding equivalent 
fractions, followed by calculating using efficient 
methods, proper and improper fractions. We will 
finish this unit off by finding fractions of 
amounts. Our times table focus of the term is the 
12 times table multiplication and related division 
facts. We will use our knowledge of x3 and x6 to 
help with this. Any work you can do at home to 
support your child learning the 12 times table 
would be much appreciated. Our Key Instant 

This term in Literacy, the children will be 
planning and writing persuasive texts on 
endangered animals as part of a 
fundraising campaign to raise money to 
adopt an animal from the World Wildlife 
Fund. They will also be developing their 
story techniques by practising writing story 
openings with a range of atmospheres. 
Finally, the children will move onto writing 
a biography of Mary Anning. 
 
Spellings: Spellings will continue to be 
handed out on a Monday and tested each 
Friday. Please help your child to learn 
these spellings. The children should also 
learn the meanings of the words they are 
given and put a selection of them into 
sentences. Please find attached with this 
newsletter a list of statutory words that 
children should learn by the end of year 6. 
Any additional work you can do with these 
will be extremely beneficial. 
 
 
 
 

Science: Evolution and Adaptation 

In Science this term, children will be 
learning about inheritance and how this 
differs to the theory of evolution. Children 
will learn about Charles Darwin and his 
observations of the finches on the 
Galapagos Islands; we will be delving even 
further into the past where we will look at 
what we can learn from 
fossils. A key focus will be on 
the pioneering 
palaeontologist, Mary Anning, 
whose studies of the fossils 
she found led to the discovery 
of some fascinating species of dinosaur. 
We will learn a little about how these 
fossils came to be and how different 
dinosaurs evolved, as well as what 
scientists believe led to their extinction.  

DT: Textiles 



Recall Facts for this term is: I can identify 
multiples and factors up to 12x12. 
Eagles: We will also spend the term developing 
the children’s understanding of fractions so they 
can order, compare and calculate with them, and 
convert between mixed and improper fractions. 
Our times table focus of the term is the 9 times 
table multiplication and related division facts. 
We will use our knowledge of x3 to help with 
this. Any work you can do at home to support 
your child learning the 9 times table would be 
much appreciated. Our Key Instant Recall Facts 
for this term is: I can count in powers of 10, 
forwards and backwards with numbers to 10 
million and I can identify common factors of a 
pair of numbers. 

This textiles unit will focus on researching, 
designing and then making bags that 
would be suitable for Mary Anning and 
her fossils. Children will need a clean 
pillowcase for this, which they will cut into 
and sew. Thank you to those who have 
brought this in already, including spares 
which have been gratefully received. 

Geography: Magnificent Mountains 

In this unit, children will find out about the major mountains of the world and the UK. They find 
out the different ways in which mountains have been formed, and how different features of 
mountain ranges have been shaped over time. Children will have the opportunity to consider 
what the weather is like in a mountainous environment and will evaluate the impact that 
tourism has on a mountainous region. 

Computing RE: Was Jesus the Messiah? 

In this unit, children will be introduced to creating 
websites for a chosen purpose. They will begin to 
identify what makes a good web page and use this 
information to design and evaluate their own 
website using Google Sites. Throughout the 
process, learners pay specific attention to 
copyright and fair use of media, the aesthetics of 
the site, and navigation paths. They will use 
hyperlinks to link to pages from their own sites, as 
well as to other people’s work. 

In RE, we will be discussing a range of 
questions including:  
- The place of Incarnation and Messiah 
within the ‘big story’ of the Bible. 
- Explain connections between biblical 
texts, Incarnation and Messiah, using 
theological terms. 
- How Christians put their beliefs about 
Jesus’ Incarnation into practice in different 
ways in celebrating Christmas.  
- Weigh up how far the idea that Jesus is 
the Messiah - a Saviour from God - is 
important in the world today and, if it is 
true, what difference that might make in 
people’s lives 
 
 

PE – Football and Boot camp (circuit training) 

Eagles: Monday and Thursday 
Kestrels: Monday and Thursday. Kestrels will begin their 5 sessions of swimming from Tuesday 
22nd November, with their final session taking place after the Christmas holidays. During these 
weeks, this will be our PE session and so there will be no additional session on Thursdays. 



Kites: Tuesday and Thursday (swimming). Kites will have their final swimming session on 
Tuesday 15th November. 
A reminder that PE kit consists of: 
• Green school PE T-shirt 
• Black shorts and tracksuit bottoms for colder weather 
• Suitable trainers for outdoor wear. 
• Sweatshirt, hoodie or other long-sleeved top to be worn when outside in colder weather. 

PSHE: Celebrating Differences French: Let’s Go Shopping 

This term we will be celebrating difference! 
Children will explore how cultural differences can 
lead to conflict and ways that this can be avoided; 
we will explore the term racism and help the 
children to develop a range of strategies to help 
problem-solving if in bullying situations. 

This Let’s Go Shopping unit will teach 
children key vocabulary and phrases 
connected to going shopping in French. 
They will have a better understanding of 
basic grammar rules, how to use the verb 
‘faire’ (to do) and what a 
French shopping experience is like. The 
children will discuss the colour of clothes, 
clothing items and how much something 
costs.  

The Extra Bits 

Wednesday 16th November: Trip to Didcot Cineworld to see Croods 2 (U). There is no cost for 
this trip. This trip is part of the Into Film Festival. We will be walking to and from the cinema. 
We will have lunch as usual in school. 
Tuesday 29th November: After school cake sale. As part the children’s fundraising campaign to 
adopt an animal from the WWF, we will be holding a cake sale. We would very much appreciate 
it if you could send in cakes on the morning of the 29th. You will receive a letter soon from your 
child explaining more; however, the children don’t know yet! 
 
If you need to get a message to Mr Guy (Kestrels), Miss Hill (Eagles) or Miss Rawcliffe (Kites), 
please continue to use the following email address: 
upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 
 
Regards, 
The UKS2 team 
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