
Year 3/4 Newsletter 

 

Welcome back! We hope you all had an enjoyable half term and are ready for an exciting new term. The 

children have already begun to settle into their classes brilliantly. It has been great to see what a confident 

and independent start they have made, coming into class and taking care of all their belongings. In order to 

comply with safeguarding measures please do not enter the school building before or after school but 

encourage your child to come in independently and pass on any messages to their class teacher 

themselves. If you need to get an urgent message to one of the teaching team please contact the school 

office who will be happy to pass the information on for you; alternatively please contact the Year 3/4 team 

by email at: lowerkeystage@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk.  

 

PSHE – Jigsaw 

Our Jigsaw PSHE unit this term is called Celebrating Difference.  The focus for this is on helping children to 

be aware that we all make assumptions at times due to our past experiences but to begin to be able to 

identify our assumptions and to try to be more open minded in order to challenge stereotypes and our 

own pre-conceptions. We will be taking part in Kindness Week beginning Monday 14th November, ending 

in our Children in Need event on Friday where children are invited to wear non-uniform with something 

spotty if they wish in return for a small donation. 

Literacy  

Literacy this term will comprise of 3 short units. This will begin with our whole school big write The Strange 

Ship where children will create a setting and character description, followed by a longer unit using the 

wonderful picture book the Tin Forest and finally some poetry work based on the famous poem Leisure, by 

W.H Davies.   

There is a trip to the cinema for all year 3 and 4 children on Thursday 17th November. The film, this year, 

will be The Bad Guys. The classes will be walking to the cinema from school, therefore please ensure your 

child has appropriate clothing and footwear on this day. If you have any questions about this trip, please 

contact your child’s teacher.  

Maths  

Maths for Hawks and Owls Maths classes will begin with a continuation of the addition and subtraction 

topic, moving on to multiplication and division later in the term. 

Maths for children in Falcons Maths group this term will be area, and multiplication and division.  

Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs): From this term, children in each Maths class will be working on a Key 

Instant Recall Fact. Key Instant Recall Facts are designed to support the development of the mental skills 

and key knowledge that underpin much of the maths work in our school. An important part of maths 

development has always been the learning of certain maths facts, including practising times tables and 

addition facts, such as number bonds and doubles. Each half term, children will focus on an area of KIRFs 

that will be taught in school but also need to be practised at home. It is important that children know these 

facts thoroughly and can recall them instantly. Whilst children have a wide range of abilities in 

mathematics, the KIRFs are designed to be a set of facts that need to be learnt thoroughly as they build on 

each other year on year. Please see attached with this newsletter the KIRFs for this term, labelled 
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according to the Maths class your child in is. Please support your child in working on this KIRF using the top 

tips and practical resources and ideas for support.  

All children will continue their learning of times tables to support their future maths learning, as well as 

preparing for the end of Year 4 Multiplication check. The Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) was officially 

announced by the Department for Education (DfE) in September 2017. The MTC is an on-screen check 

consisting of 25 times tables questions. Your child will answer 3 practice questions before moving on to the 

official check and will then have 6 seconds to answer each question. On average, the check should take no 

longer than 5 minutes to complete. Please support your child in learning their multiplication facts at home 

and review their most recent timetable quizzes which will be sent home periodically.  

Times Table Rock Stars: Knowing their multiplication and division facts has a hugely positive impact on the 

progress children are able to make within the mathematics curriculum. As such, we regularly learn and test 

these facts in school. However, we know that, in order to achieve fluency and rapid recall, it is essential 

this learning is also supported at home to allow children the time they need to secure the learning of these 

facts. They are regularly tested in class and your child should be bringing these tests home to you, so that 

you can practise securing the facts they have not yet mastered. Please support your child with practising 

times tables facts for their weekly tests. Children should be using Times Table Rock Stars regularly to help 

with recall and to build fluency. On TTRS, you will find that your child is asked to repeat the same 

multiplication table frequently. This is to build the speed at which they can recall particular facts. The table 

from TTRS below shows the recall speed required to demonstrate full mastery, with the aim, achieved 

through regular practise, that an answer can be recalled between 1 – 4 seconds. Once your child has 

secured mastery of key facts the programme will automatically move onto other facts as well as keeping in 

some previously learnt facts to ensure your child maintains the speed at which they can recall those facts. 

Your child’s username and password can be found in the front of their reading dairy. 

 

Sum dog: Tasks will be set weekly on Sum Dog.  Please encourage your child to log on and remind them 

they can make jottings or use manipulatives such as counters to support their calculations as they would in 

class. 

Geography 

Our geography topic this term is polar regions, with a strong emphasis on the Arctic circle. Children will 

first familiarise themselves with the polar regions before exploring how humans and the natural 

environment interact in some of the coldest places in the world. Children will be conducting some of their 

own research using the internet, including exploration on Google Earth; please encourage children to 

continue this exploration at home as it is something we only have short periods of time to dedicate to.  

DT 

Our DT topic this term is pneumatic systems. Children will investigate systems powered by air, using 

balloons, syringes etc and using this experience will design, build and evaluate an animal toy with a moving 

part, powered as part of a pneumatic system. We are very grateful for all of the bottles and boxes brought 

in so far; if you have anything else to spare (particularly squeezy bottles) please do send them in with 

children.  



Science  

Our Science this term develops children’s understanding of plants further. We will be building on children’s 

previous studies of living things including plants, specifically learning the names of the parts of plants and 

what they need to survive.   

Music 

Our fabulous drumming teacher has returned and year 3 and 4 will be drumming with them until 

Christmas.  

RE 

This term we will be learning about incarnation and the trinity. Pupils will be able to describe how 

Christians show their beliefs about God the Trinity in worship (in baptism and prayer, for example) and in 

the way they live. They will also make links between some Bible texts studied and the idea of God in 

Christianity, expressing their own ideas about what the God of Christianity is like. 

Spellings 

Please continue to support your child to use spelling frame across the week to help your child secure the 

spelling rules they need to know by the end of lower Key Stage Two. Your child has a username and 

password stuck in the front of their reading diary. In order to access the full website content your child 

must be logged in with these details. The list of focus spellings to be learnt will be stuck into your child’s 

reading diary, with the title indicating which year group the spelling activities should be accessed from; 

these can also be accessed via your child’s dashboard. 

Your child can then choose from the activities and games for the specific spelling rule being learnt this 

week. In addition to practising through the games, your child can complete practise tests for this spelling 

rule online throughout the week (select home, dashboard then the test tab). We will do a final test online 

Friday in school. You will be able to view your child’s final score by logging in at home.  The programme is 

very intuitive and will provide additional activities for specific spellings your child may find challenging 

which you are able to view in the tricky words section. It adds any words your child gets incorrect during 

the tests, to give your child opportunities to return to the words they need further practise on. We will be 

using this website in class regularly to help your child gain confidence in using this at home as part of their 

spelling homework. Please encourage your child to log on regularly throughout the week, to help them 

secure this important vocabulary and the spelling of these words. If your child does not have internet 

access please let your child’s class teacher know. Please ensure that your child brings their reading diary to 

school every day so that they can stick in important information such as their spellings. 

PE  

On days your child has PE (see below), they must come to school in the correct kit. School uniform should 

not be worn on these days and is not needed in school. PE kit consists of a green T-shirt, black shorts and 

suitable trainers for outdoor wear. Children should also have a jumper (not school jumper) and coat to be 

worn when outside in case of colder or wet weather. 

PE Days  

Hawks – Thursdays and Fridays  



Falcons – Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Owls – Mondays and Thursdays  

Reading books and diaries 

Please ensure that your child brings their reading book and reading diary to school every day. In KS2, these 

reading diaries should be brought into class each morning; they are checked daily and are used to 

communicate to parents when needed. To make good progress with their reading, it is essential that your 

child reads at least 5 times a week for a minimum of ten minutes to an adult at home. Please write your 

comments about your child’s reading in the reading record. When you hear your child read it is helpful if 

you can use the provided VIPERS question prompt to support your discussions about what you have read 

together. This will help ensure that your child is developing not only their decoding and expression but also 

their reading comprehension. Hearing books read aloud by an adult is also hugely beneficial to your child’s 

reading development so please also find opportunities to read to your child for pleasure, for example as a 

bedtime story session, as this really helps instil a love of reading.   

Reading Fluency  Pupils need to be able to read at an appropriate pace to gain understanding of the 

content of what they read, as this makes reading more enjoyable and interesting. Reading fluency is key to 

securing comprehension of texts and consequently vital for reading for pleasure. We have assessed every 

child’s current fluency based on their reading of an age appropriate text. We assess both the pace they can 

read at, by recording the number of words they can read in one minute, and also the accuracy of their 

reading, by recording the number of errors your child made during the assessment when decoding the 

words. We will be adding their results to their reading diaries so do look out for how they did. Pupils 

should be able to read 90+ words per minute 

with minimal errors to be classed as reading 

fluently. This term the reading Target for 

pupils in Year 3 and 4 reading will link to 

reading fluency. You can support your child’s 

fluency by encouraging them to read 

accurately and giving them time to re-read 

sentences or short paragraphs more fluently 

where decoding may have slowed their first 

read. Continuing to read aloud to your child is 

also helpful in modelling to them how you use 

punctuation and speech verbs to help with 

your reading performance. Modelling how to ‘performance read’ sentences and asking your child to ‘echo’ 

(repeat back) your expert reading can help them begin to develop the skills they need to become proficient 

readers. The grid shown below identifies the different stages and components of reading fluency that we 

will be supporting children in developing. This grid may be a useful guide to supporting your child in 

developing their fluency. 

Reading Target Term 2:  I can change my volume when reading exclamations.  

The reading target for term 2 will continue to focus on fluency, particularly looking on how to develop 

expression in response to exclamation marks. An exclamation is used at the end of a sentence or a short 

phrase which expresses very strong feeling. For example: What a lovely view you have here! That's 

fantastic! We encourage the children to ‘perform read’ sentences which include exclamation marks to 



show the feeling of the character or to show the strength of feeling for example a sudden cry or remark 

expressing surprise, strong emotion, or pain. Encourage your child to scan for exclamation mark 

punctuation when reading and consider how they might read this sentence aloud. They can have fun 

reading the exclamations as dramatically as possible using the appropriate style for the context of the 

passage read, for example in different volumes or tones of voice – angry, shocked, worried, in pain etc, 

and be playful with the volume they use.    

Items from home  

Bags: All children should bring their book bags, or a named school bag, into school every day these must 

be stored on their peg. In addition to transporting their books, they are used to take letters, work and 

certificates home.  

Water: Please ensure your child brings a water bottle to school so that they can stay hydrated throughout 

the school day.  

Snacks: Snack cards are available to purchase from Parentmail; alternatively your child can bring in 25p or 

fruit or vegetables from home as a snack to have at break time.  

Please do not allow your child to bring any additional items from home – fiddle toys, soft toys and only 

individual hand gel in classrooms for children with specific allergies. We provide hand gel for all pupils.  

Thank you for your supporting your child at home with their learning. 

Mrs Conway, Miss Smith (Falcons), Mr Macfarlane (Hawks) and Miss Kellock (Owls). 

. 


