
Year 1 and 2 

Into the woods 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

Term 2 has already had a busy start with Pirate’s Day, where the children dressed up and were able to take part in 

different fun activities that they had chosen after writing to Mr Shaughnessy. Thank you for helping your children look 

the part. 

We have two exciting trips this term.  Firstly we will be walking to the cinema to see Clifford and our first school visit 

for a couple of years is to visit Sutton Courtenay Nature reserve, where we will be taking part in investigation linked to 

habitats.  

As always, if you would like to contact us please use the team email keystageone@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk. 

Literacy  

This term the whole school takes part in a writing project based around the image 

of a strange ship.  In Key Stage One we will be writing a description of the ship, 

using our sentence writing knowledge and adjectives from last term.  This piece of 

writing is written independently by the children, and displayed with other work 

from across the school on the board by the school entrance.   

To take advantage of our trips and other events happening in school, we will be 

learning how to write recounts.  We will be thinking about the language used to 

help sequence the writing, specifically writing in the past tense.  We will look at how regular verbs have the suffix -ed 

added to the end, while there are others that change in different ways or stay the same.  You can support your child 

with using the past tense by pointing out when they are speaking in the past tense or helping them recognise the 

changes to some of the trickier ones. These could also be pointed out in their reading books or books you share 

together.  Our fiction book that we will learn to re-tell then use for our writing stimuli is ‘The Stickman’ by Julia 

Donaldson.  This is a great book to share with your child.  They should be able to spot the rhyme and have fun looking 

at the illustrations with you.   

Phonics and Reading 

As you are all aware, we use Read Write Inc to teach Phonics, including reading and 

writing activities.  The children are grouped in coloured groups based on their Phonic 

knowledge.  During Phonics lesson the children learn new sounds and review old 

ones.  Using the new sounds, the children practise reading and spelling words.  They 

read a book containing the sounds they are learning.  Reading of this book takes place 

in school three times before it comes home for them to continue to practise with you, 

building their fluency.  The children should be comfortable reading the book.  The book should be like Goldilocks - not 

too hard, not too easy, but just right!   This book is used as the basis for writing activities, which could be spelling, 

grammar activities, proof reading or sentence writing. The children’s books are changed in their Phonics lessons; 

depending on their group they will get new books on either a 3 or 5 day rotation.  With their Phonics story book, 

children will also receive a Bookbag Book and a non-fiction book at the same level.   Book bags and diaries need to be in 

school every day so we can record home reading in the reading diaries. The children show us their reading diaries each 

morning. The school competition for the class with the most home reads continues. Well done to Wren class who did 

the most home reads in term 1. 



With the introduction of reading during our phonic lessons we will now only record individual or group reading in 

reading diaries. 

The Year 2 children who have finished Phonics will be working on spelling patterns, grammar and reading 

comprehension.  They will also be using this time to upscale the quality of their writing. 

The children listen to stories daily; this might be a picture book or part of our chapter book.  This term we are reading 

‘Kasper Prince of Cats’ by Michael Morpurgo.  

Science  

This term’s topic in Science is Living Things and Their Habitats.  We will start by recognising what the seven life 

processes are and how all living things need them.  We will use this to categorise which objects are living, dead and 

have never been alive.  We will recognise different habitats across the world and see how different living things are 

suited to different habitats.  We will name local plants and animals and recognise the habitats that we can find them in.  

Our visit to Sutton Courtenay Nature Reserve will allow us to work with experts to complete different field work looking 

at habitats and naming animals and plants that are local to us.  We will finish the term looking at simple food chains and 

understanding how they work. 

Maths 

Children in Mrs Alleway’s Maths group start each lesson with a mastering number session, which helps recap on what 

they have learnt and provides the language needed to explain thinking and reasoning.  This term, this focuses on 

addition and subtraction to 10.  Children will be introduced to the part-whole model and recognise that a number can 

be partitioned into different smaller numbers. We will learn our number bonds to 10, and develop the ability to 

instantly recall them; this is something you can work at home with your child on.  We will be completing addition to 

add groups together and find totals.  When subtracting, we will recognise that we take a part away. Other strategies we 

will work on when subtracting are counting back and finding the difference.  As well as using manipulatives to help us 

solve number sentences, we will be looking at how we can use a number line to help us. 

Children in Miss Murray’s Maths group start each lesson with a mastering number session. This helps to re-cap on what 

they have learnt and keep important number facts ‘on the boil’. This term the focus will be on the 5 times tables and 

children will be tested weekly. Children can use Times Table Rockstars to practice their 5s. They should all now have a 

login stuck into the front of their reading diary. The bulk of lessons this term will concentrate on addition and 

subtraction to 100. It is vital that children know their number bonds to 10 to help them access this in-class work. Any 

consolidation work which you can do at home would be hugely beneficial to your child. We use the column method in 

this unit. We will aim to finish the term with shapes.  

Children in Mrs Parsons’ Maths group start their lessons with a mastering number session or a counting and fluency 

lesson which recaps on previous learning. The focus for the term is on number bonds to 10 and 20 and counting in 10, 2 

and 5s, as well as counting forwards and back to 100 and finding one more and one less. The main part of each lesson 

this term will focus on addition and subtraction to 20, before moving on to look at numbers to 50.  

Pupils have logins for Sumdog in the front of their reading diaries; this is for their maths homework.  The activity set will 

link to what children have learned in class, but there are lots of different games that can be used to explore and 

develop maths skills. Please support your child, but let them do the Maths as independently as possible.  Using ‘stuff’ 

eg counters, pennies and drawing to help them is very important.  Year 2 pupils will also receive log ins for Timetable 

Rockstars, which they can use to practise their times table recall and speed.  Year 1s will have a log in for Numbots 

which has maths games and activities linked to what they have been learning. 

Music 

This unit is called Under the Sea and allows us to learn musical vocabulary.  We will recognise the pulse and tempo in a 

piece of music and move appropriately. We will learn the names of simple percussion instruments and use them with 

appropriate timbre and dynamics to the music.   Finally, we will work as an orchestra to perform a layer within a piece 

of music. 



History 

November means bonfires and fireworks.  We will find out why we have this tradition that has 

lasted over 400 years.  We will find out who Guy Fawkes was and why he plotted to blow up the 

King.  We will follow and produce a timeline of events that led up to the plot being discovered and 

Guy Fawkes and his friends being arrested.  

Art 

In art this term we will be focusing on the artist Andy Goldsworthy.  We will be looking at his land 

art and thinking about what he uses to create this, and where.  We will explore some of the 

materials and techniques he uses when we make our own sculptures.  As Andy Goldsworthy works 

in the environment, most of his sculptures do not last so he also became a photographer.  We will 

have a go at photographing our artwork and creating a poster to show all the work we have done this term.  

PE 

Our two topics in PE this term are ball skills and Mighty Movers.  Each week we have one PE 

lesson in the hall and one outside on the field or playground.  In the ball skills lessons we will be 

developing how to send and receive a variety of balls and play simple ball games.  In the Mighty 

Movers lesson, we will be improving running technique and thinking about how to change 

speed and direction.  

PE lessons will be on the following days, so please make sure your child wears their PE kit to 

school on the correct days:   

Nightingales: Tuesday and Friday 

Robins: Tuesday and Wednesday 

Wrens: Monday and Wednesday  

RE 

In RE we will be looking at the big question ‘Why does Christmas matter to Christians?’. The children will recognise that 

in the Christmas story things are not always what they seem, looking at the story of the nativity. Just as Christians are 

thankful to God that Jesus was sent to earth to be their saviour, we will also think about what we are thankful for at 

Christmas time.  

PSHE 

Our Jigsaw topic this term is Celebrating Differences.  We will recognise that everyone is different and this makes us all 

special in our own right. We will look at how boys and girls are similar and different to each other and some of the 

stereotypes that are associated with the different sexes.  We will recognise what bulling is and how to get help if they 

or a friend is being bullied. 

The Other Bits… 

It is helpful if children can keep a named pair of wellies and a named set of clothes, including underwear, in school.  

Please make sure that all jumpers are named as well as any item of clothing children might take off, especially jumpers 

worn for PE.   

Water bottles should only contain water and, if possible, have a sports cap design. 

Children receive fruit daily.  If your child wants to bring in a snack for morning break, please make sure this is fresh fruit 

or vegetables. 


