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This term’s value: Integrity 

‘Someone more powerful is going to come’ (Mark 1:7)  

It has been wonderful to see so many parents and family members in school looking at their children’s work this week.  We 

hope these sessions gave you chance to look at what your child has been learning in more detail and to see the progress 

they have made since the start of the school year, as we know that remote Learning Review meetings do not allow this 

opportunity.  These events were very much a trial to test out how similar events could work, and we hope to arrange 

further opportunities for you to spend time in school over the rest of the school year; please look out for these in the 

newsletter. 

Christmas plans 

We are excited to be able to make plans to celebrate Christmas this year, after Covid disrupted these last December.   The 

dates that we have planned at the moment are below; more details for many of these will follow over the next few weeks, 

so please do continue to check ParentMail. 

Friday 9th December    Christmas Jumper Day 

As outlined in their newsletter, the PTA will be selling pre-loved Christmas jumpers on Friday 2nd December.  If you have any 

unwanted Christmas jumpers, we would love donations – please pop these into school between now and the sale on 2nd, and 

thanks in advance for your help. 

Tuesday 13th December: 9:15am   Puffins and Swans Christmas Songs 

We would like to welcome up to two adults per child to join us in the hall to see some of Puffins’ and Swans’ work and to hear 

some Christmas songs.   

Wednesday 14th December: 10am  Christmas Service at St. Peters (Years 1 – 6) 

Wednesday 14th December, lunchtime  School Christmas lunch 

If your child would like the Christmas lunch, please remember to use the form sent home through ParentMail to indicate this by 

next Wednesday (30th November). 

Thursday 15th December: 9:15am and 2:30pm Key Stage One Carol Concert 

Families will be allocated a total of two tickets – a form to express a preference for either the morning or afternoon event will 

follow shortly.  These will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, so please keep an eye out for this and respond quickly if 

your availability is limited. 

Thursday 15th December, 5pm and 6:15pm Christmas Discos    

More details to follow from the PTA shortly; the day of the disco will be a non-uniform day in exchange for a donation for our 

chocolate tombola.  

Penguin Parents 

Applications for places for admission to Reception in September 2023 are now open.  If your child is currently in our 

nursery, please remember that this does not mean they will automatically be offered a space at Northbourne.  Applications 

can be made through the Oxfordshire County Council admissions website 

(https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications), between now and the 

closing date of 15th January 2023.   

School tours run throughout this term; if your child is in Penguins and you would like a chance to look round, please contact 

our school office to make an appointment. 
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PTA Update 

If your child has brought back artwork for My Child’s Art, you will find a username and password to log on and place your 

orders for Christmas merchandise attached with this newsletter.  Please have a glance and let the PTA 

(pta.northbourne@gmail.com) know if you have any questions. 

Thank you… 

…for your support for the British Legion’s Poppy Appeal.  Thanks to your generosity, Northbourne contributed £490 to the 

district total of £3100 – over £150 more than our total last year.  On behalf of the British Legion, many thanks for all of your 

donations. 

News from around school 

• Falcon class will be visiting Didcot Library during school hours on Monday afternoon; please make sure children have 

appropriate clothing – including a coat – for the walk into town. 

• Parents of children in Kites, Eagles and Kestrels may have seen information in this term’s curriculum newsletter 

about their cake sale planned for Tuesday 29th November, aimed at raising enough money to adopt an endangered 

animal from the WWF. To give the children further time to prepare, the cake sale is moving to Tuesday 6th December at 

3pm. As part of their writing this term, pupils have been planning drafting, editing and publishing a letter to you, which 

will hopefully persuade you to donate cakes for the sale; you should receive a letter from your child within the next few 

days.  We would be extremely grateful for any donation of cakes on the morning of Tuesday 6th December…or for you 

popping over to our stall straight after school to support the sale.  Year 5 and 6 are all really excited and proud of the 

work they are producing and the cause they are raising money for, so thanks in advance for your support. 
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