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This term’s value: Integrity 
‘Do what God wants! Don’t just listen to his words like a fool!’ (James 1.22) 

I hope you have all had a good week.  The latest government announcement on Monday, while not unexpected, does mean 

that some of the tentative hopes we had around celebration and transition for pupils ahead of next school year will now 

not be possible.  The government guidance means that pupils in Y6 can’t safely visit their secondary schools for transition 

days as would usually be the case; I know staff at DGS, St. Birinus and Aureus are disappointed about this and are thinking 

through alternative plans.  The announcement also has implications for our own transition mornings, as these would see 

children mixing across the bubbles that need to remain in place; again, we are considering the implications of this and will 

think through what is possible within the framework of our Covid risk assessment.  As always, we are grateful for your 

patience and understanding; as you can imagine, it is incredibly hard to plan ahead with any certainty, and changing plans 

then takes a considerable amount of time. 

While Covid cases continue to rise in Oxfordshire, please do, as always, remain aware of the symptoms (new and 

continuous cough; temperature; loss of or change to sense of taste or smell).  If you, your child or anyone in your 

household develops any of these, please isolate pending a negative PCR test.  Test results are being returned incredibly 

quickly at the moment, which hopefully minimises any disruption caused by this ongoing requirement.  

Year 6 transition 

Our School Health Nursing Team are visiting school to speak to Y6 pupils next Thursday (24th June).  They will be facilitating 

a workshop designed to help pupils understand more about the rapidly approaching transition to Secondary School, 

focusing largely on the emotional aspects of this.  It is hoped the workshop will help with how they manage their 

expectations and find strategies to help them cope with this change. 

At the end of the session, the nurses will provide an opportunity for the children to ask further questions around change; 

this may include questions on puberty, sexual relationships, and identity. 

Following the session, parents and carers will also be sent an E-book resource to encourage further and wider discussion 

around secondary transition; within this there are lots of hints and tips to explore with your child, so please look out for 

this on ParentMail later next week. 

School meals 

We have a tradition in school where Tracy, our Catering Manager, lets our Y6 pupils take over menu planning for their final 

week at Northbourne.  Class teachers will shortly be asking Y6 what their favourite meals are, and Tracy will ensure the 

most popular are served during the week.  Look out for the menu which will be coming home shortly, and you will be able 

to see what Y6 have chosen. 

Changing Me 

Following last term’s consultation on our Relationships and Sex Education Policy, you will have seen from your child’s 

curriculum newsletters that year groups across the school are considering changes that happen – physically and 

emotionally – as children grow as part of this term’s PSHE work.  Teachers have included a summary of the objectives that 

will be covered during this teaching in their letters, so please do have a look.  In light of your responses to the consultation, 

a frequently asked questions document, along with the final approved policy for RSE, will be sent home in the next couple 

of weeks; in the meantime, should your child come home with any questions, we have attached a list of recommended 

reads, including a number suggested by our School Health Nurse. 


