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This term’s value: Integrity 
‘Do what God wants! Don’t just listen to his words like a fool!’ (James 1.22) 

I hope you all had a relaxing half term break and managed to enjoy some of the sunshine with friends and family.  It has 

been great to welcome children back for the final term of the school year; teachers have been busy planning a full and 

exciting curriculum to make for a memorable and successful end to the year.  To tie in with the Euros and Olympics, this 

will include a week of sports during the week beginning 12th July; as well as children competing in mini Sports Days in their 

bubbles, we would love to host some workshops to introduce children to some different sports and physical activities.  If 

you or someone you know coaches or leads any sports clubs or activities and may be able to lend a hand with some 

workshops and demonstrations, we would love to hear from you.  Please get in touch, either by speaking to me at the gate 

or dropping me an email (head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) if you might be able to help. 

As Covid cases continue to rise again, nationally and locally, please help us prevent the spread of the virus by continuing to 

follow our protocols, particularly around socially distancing while waiting to come into school and when on the school site.  

A reminder, too, that should you or anyone in your household develop any one of the three Covid symptoms (new and 

continuous cough; temperature; loss of or change to sense of taste of smell) you need to isolate until a negative PCR test 

result is received.  As always, thanks for your help with this. 

Summer reminders 

In the hope that the weather remains sunny, can we please ask that parents of children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 

One (Puffins, Swans, Nightingales, Robins and Wrens) apply sun-cream to your child before the start of school, and send a 

named bottle of this that we can keep in school.  Thanks to those parents who have already handed these over to your 

child’s class teacher.  To ensure your child can use the outdoors safely in hot weather, please also make sure children have 

a named hat and bottle of water in school every day. 

Attendance 

To help us ensure all children can attain as highly as possible during the rest of this school year, it is vitally important 

children are in school on time, ready to learn, every day.  Good levels of school attendance are more important than ever 

following the disruption caused by Covid since last March; while we are all looking forward to a long overdue holiday, 

please ensure these are booked out of term-time to avoid disrupting your child’s education.  Term dates for the rest of this 

year and next school year are available on our website, so please have a glance before booking any time away. 

With that in mind, congratulations to Wrens who had the best attendance last term – a fantastic 98.9% between Easter and 

the half term break.  Well done, too, to Robins in second place (98.3%) and Falcons in third (98.2%) – all incredibly high 

levels of attendance.    

Reading Update 

You may know that, each term, classes compete to see who can record the highest average number of home reads over the 

term.  Teachers use reading diaries to count up how many times each child has read during the term, and average this for 

the number of pupils in their class.  Huge well done to last term’s winners – our Foundation Stage / Key Stage One winner 

was Wrens, who recorded 21 reads each on average, and Owls took the crown in Key Stage Two with 56 reads each.   

We will start counting recorded reads again from this week…please remember, our expectation is that children will read 

around 5 times during the week to give them the ‘little-and-often’ practice which is so important for them in becoming 

fluent, successful readers.  If you need a little bit of inspiration for something new for your child to try, we have a range of 

recommended reading lists on our website; have a look at https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/curriculum/english/reading/ 

and see if you can try a new author or genre over the term. 
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Further information… 

Along with this newsletter, you will find attached: 

• Information for parents of children in Y4 about this term’s multiplication tables check (MTC) – please have a read 

through.  As always, let your child’s class teacher, Miss Rawcliffe (our Maths Subject Lead) or I know if you have any 

questions following this. 

• A letter from our woodwind teacher, Elizabeth Livsey, about opportunities for your child to start learning flute, clarinet, 

oboe or saxophone from the start of next school year.  

 


