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This term’s value: Community 
‘The Lord’s spirit makes us more and more like our glorious Lord’ (II Corinthians 3.18) 

I hope you enjoyed the long weekend, despite the less than great weather on Monday. As we reach the half-way point of 

this term, pupils remain motivated, settled and hard working, and we are all enjoying a more settled period of time when 

we can focus on supporting your children to make the best possible progress for the rest of this school year.  Teachers are 

looking forward to discussing your child’s attainment and specific targets with many of you next week; Zoom invitations for 

your meetings will be sent home shortly, so please check Parentmail inboxes for these ahead of your appointment. 

Parentmail 

Parentmail has recently been updated and, as a result, if you use the Parentmail app you will no longer automatically 

receive emails straight to your inbox.  To enable this, you need to ensure your settings are updated.  Within the app go to 

settings -> email preferences and select always receive an email.   

We recommend using the app to access Parentmail and ensuring your notifications are switched on, as we use Parentmail 

as the main way of communicating urgent messages. 

Please give us a call if we can help with any Parentmail issues or questions. 

Relationships and Sex Education 

Many thanks for your responses to the RSE consultation which closed yesterday.  Governors and I made a start at looking 

through your comments at a meeting last night and will respond more fully to your specific questions shortly, but your 

thoughts and opinions on our curriculum for PSHE and RSE are very much valued and will help us finalise our provision for 

this.  

Free School Meals eligibility 

If your home circumstances have changed during the pandemic, your child may be eligible for Free School Meals.  Even if 

your child is currently in Reception, Y1 or Y2 and receives a funded school meal at the moment, eligibility brings more 

funding into the school which can be used to support your child in other ways, such as helping fund trips and other 

opportunities.  We can very quickly run a check using your date of birth and National Insurance number; please email the 

office (office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) or give us a call if you think you may be entitled.   

Reminders 

• While the weather remains changeable, please make sure children bring a coat with them to school – and, if they walk 

to school without you, please stress that they need to keep their coat on if it rains!  A number of children had no coat, 

or were not wearing it, at the very wet start of school earlier this week and so had to sit and learn in their wet clothes.  

Hopefully the weather will be more settled soon, but in the meantime your help with this is appreciated. 

• Please make sure water bottles only contain water and not squash or juice.  It is important that children remain 

dehydrated during the day, but constantly sipping on juice, flavoured water or squash during lesson time is damaging 

to teeth.  A bottle of juice or squash at lunchtime with a packed lunch is fine, but the water bottle children keep in class 

should only have water please.  Thanks for your help with this. 

Class news: Year 2 

A reminder that next Tuesday (11th May) is Castle Day for Robins and Wrens!  Fancy Dress is very much encouraged.  If you 

are able to make a gold coin donation for a medieval feast, we would be very grateful – please add this to one of the 

collection buckets.  We look forward to seeing knights, princesses and dragons arriving at school next week! 
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Safeguarding Update: YouTube 

We know that YouTube is rapidly changing how children view TV, films and other content, and know how much they enjoy 

this.  As with all social networks, it is worth being one step ahead of your child in their use of YouTube, so you can ensure 

they use this safely and do not access inappropriate content.  A number of key points to keep in mind: 

• YouTube has an official age rating of 13 – this is the age at which children are able to register their own accounts. 

• There is a great safety guide for parents produced by YouTube, which is well worth a look: 

https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2801999?hl=en-GB.   

• Consider switching on Restricted Mode and disabling the auto-play feature to stop videos playing automatically when 

one ends, and revisit any settings you change regularly to ensure these remain in place. 

• If you decide it is OK for your child to share their own content on YouTube, help them think about what they are 

sharing and who can see it.   Set up the channel together and make it private so only their friends can watch, and 

disable comments. 

• As with all use of social media, and to tie in with what children learn in school, also remind them of what information 

they can safely share online, and what they shouldn’t make public.   

Further information and helpful guides are available on the Netaware website: https://www.net-

aware.org.uk/networks/youtube/.  School staff and I are always happy to support with any questions or thoughts around 

issues related to internet safety, so please speak to one of us if we can help with anything. 
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