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A reminder that school closes today for the half-term break.  Please remember that we have an INSET day on Monday after 

the May half-term break - term re-starts on Tuesday 8th June. 

I am sure we are all breathing a sigh of relief as we get to the end of the first term since the start of the year where we 

have not suffered from any Covid disruption.  This has allowed staff to work on supporting all pupils to attain as highly as 

possible as we rapidly approach the end of the year. A number of cases in local schools reminds us that Covid is far from 

‘over’; we all continue to have a role to play in limiting virus transmission, so thank you for continuing to wear masks on 

site and follow other Covid protocols. 

Thanks to parents of children who have been invited to take part in extra sessions to support their learning in English or 

Maths for being so positive and grateful for this additional support.  The value you all place on education really shines 

through – only with your support can we ensure that your child can attain as highly as possible.  With this in mind, as well 

as making sure to rest and recharge, please encourage your child to continue reading over the half-term break; fostering a 

love of reading is so crucially important to children succeeding in all curriculum areas, so please take the chance to enjoy 

reading to and with your child, and try to find some time to relax with a book yourself. 

While the final term of the year won’t be quite what is usually is, given that restrictions remain in place and may now be 

prolonged, staff are working hard to make plans for alternative Sports Days and Y6 Leavers’ Events.  While it is unlikely we 

will be able to invite you to join in with these as we usually would, we will make sure to share highlights with you as fully as 

we can.   

Covid reminders 

During my Covid briefing this week, Oxfordshire’s Public Health Team shared data showing that, for the most recent week 

reported, half of the positive Covid cases identified in the county were asymptomatic and only picked up through Lateral 

Flow Tests.   This is a timely reminder of the importance of adults continuing to test a couple of times a week. As a 

reminder, tests are available: 

• at a test site (https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/)  

• by collecting from a local collection point (https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/) 

• by ordering online (https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests)  

People in your household then take two tests a week, and you would keep your child at home should any positive results 

be indicated for any of the adults in your household.  Please remember, though, that these tests should not be used for 

anyone showing Covid symptoms and should not be used with children. 

In line with DfE guidance, and as was the case during the previous school holidays this year, I will remain responsible for 

tracking and tracing classes of children should any positive cases be identified in the next couple of days. With this in mind, 

can I ask that you: 

• Notify me by email (head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) as soon as possible if your child tests positive for Covid 

within 48 hours of last being in school (so, by Monday next week);  

• Continue to monitor Parentmail for any notifications that your child needs to self-isolate because of any positive cases 

– there should be no need for contact tracing from the 1st June due to the time periods involved. 

Whilst you do not have to notify us of any positive test results after the first 48 hours of the holiday, in the interests of 

knowing you are all well, please do use my email address to let me know if anyone becomes unwell for the rest of the 

Easter break. 

A reminder that if you or anyone in your household shows any one of the three Covid symptoms – a new and continuous 

cough, a temperature, or a loss of or change to sense of taste or smell – you should arrange a test. 
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Governor Update 

It has been wonderful to have a full term of school after the disruption of the last year. We are very grateful to work 

alongside such a dedicated team of teachers, TAs and support staff at Northbourne.  

As we close out Term 5, we would like to thank Anita Smith for her ten years as a governor and wish her well as she stands 

down as a governor, and to Catherine Yarker, who has served the last four years as our SEN governor. We are really 

thankful to them both for their dedication and commitment to the governing board and the life of our school. We are 

delighted to welcome Jane Basey as our new parent governor and we look forward to the experience she brings to the role.  

We wish all families and our wonderful staff team a happy and relaxing half term break!  

Mental Health support 

Even with the lockdown easing, it is still really important to take the time to care for 

yourselves.  TalkingSpace Plus is a free, confidential NHS service for adults in 

Oxfordshire, to help people when they’re feeling stressed, anxious or low and we 

offer our treatments online for your safety and convenience.   

If you feel you would benefit from support please contact our service directly on 

01865 901222 or visit www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/talkingspaceplus.  

Class Photographs 

Proofs and order forms have gone home today for the class photos. 

We would prefer for photographs to be ordered online by visiting www.tempest-orders.co.uk. 

If you would prefer to order via the form, please make sure all orders and payments are handed into the school no later 

than Friday 11th June. 

Please note that the payment needs to be made in full at point of order, and we cannot give any change. Any orders 

handed in after 11th June will incur a late order fee and we will need to be sent to Tempest direct. Many thanks. 
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