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This term’s value: Community 
‘The Lord’s spirit makes us more and more like our glorious Lord’ (II Corinthians 3.18) 

I hope you have had a good week, despite the ongoing unsettled weather making it feel more like Autumn than Spring.  As 

we hurtle towards the end of term next Friday, it is worth reflecting on what has probably been (so far!) our least Covid-

disrupted term since October.  As always, your children have been a credit to you all with their attitudes towards learning 

on their return to school.  Given how well you supported your children during their time learning at home, we were able to 

resume teaching our full curriculum, right from the time schools re-opened.  Staff have worked hard to identify the 

inevitable gaps in learning for pupils, and have re-prioritised curriculum plans for the rest of this year to ensure that all 

children are able to make the best possible progress between now and the end of the school year.  I am really grateful to 

those teachers and teaching assistants who are leading additional sessions for pupils before and after school to support the 

in-class learning taking place – and thanks to you and your children for being so grateful and enthusiastic about this extra 

provision where it has been offered.  It is a great testament to the strength of our mission to nurture excellence that our 

whole school community is embracing the excitement and inevitable challenges that come after such a disrupted and 

difficult time. 

A reminder that, after the May half-term break, Monday 7th June is an INSET Day.  We re-open to pupils at our normal time 

on Tuesday 8th June. 

Attendance 

As mentioned already, staff and children are working really hard in school to make up for some of the disruption we have 

all faced since last March.  It is vitally important children are in school, on time, ready to learn every day – more than ever, 

every minute of learning matters.  I understand that many families are in need of a holiday, and have suffered disruption, 

rearrangement and cancellation of plans over the last year; however, please ensure these are not taken in term-time.  

Term-time holidays can still result in a fixed-term penalty notice being issued by Oxfordshire County Council, despite the 

disruption caused by Covid. 

It is worth noting that any holiday overseas that results in quarantine on your return to the UK has a significant impact on 

teacher workload.  Due to the requirement for remote learning to be provided for children who have to quarantine, 

teachers – who are already working incredibly hard – have to plan and teach their pupils in school, as well as producing 

resources to upload on their Google Classrooms.  This is a significant time commitment, and one which I would ask you take 

into account if considering a trip overseas that results in term-time quarantine. 

Please also remember that, at the moment, school starts at 9am.  Children need to be in their classrooms ready to learn by 

this time, so please make sure to arrive in time for them to get to their classrooms.  Thanks for your help with this. 

Parent Governor elections 

Many thanks to everyone who took the time to vote in our recent election for a new parent governor.  Mrs. Jane Basey was 

elected, and I look forward to welcoming her to our committed and hard-working Governing Body.  Many thanks to the 

other parents who expressed an interest in the role, too; it is great to work in a school where parents and carers are keen 

to play such an active role in our governance, especially given the significant responsibilities which come with these roles. 

Remote Learning: Your Feedback 

You will shortly be sent a brief form asking for your feedback on our Remote Learning provision during lockdown.  Your 

thoughts and views about remote provision between March and July 2020 were hugely influential in planning for what 

learning would look like during further lockdowns, and so we would appreciate you taking a few moments to share your 

thoughts again.  Many thanks. 
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I am awaiting final confirmation as to whether the Welsh government has changed its guidance on whether residential trips 

can take place.  I will let parents and carers of children with places booked know any updates as soon as I can; in the 

meantime, I will postpone the meeting planned for Tuesday until we have positive confirmation that we are able to go 

ahead with the visit.  Thanks for your ongoing understanding despite the uncertainty around this. 


