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This term’s value: Community 
‘The Lord’s spirit makes us more and more like our glorious Lord’ (II Corinthians 3.18) 

Many thanks to all of you who took time to meet with teachers this week; I hope your discussions were informative and 

gave you some ideas of how you can best support your child to attain as highly as possible throughout the rest of this 

school year.  Class teachers and I very much value the close links we have with you at home; if you have any feedback 

about the types of information we shared with you during these meetings, please do let me know.  

A reminder that all Covid protocols remain in place.  If your child or anyone in your household displays any of the three 

Covid symptoms – new and continuous cough, temperature, or loss of / change to sense of taste and smell – then you need 

to book a PCR test and your household must isolate pending the result.  A number of parents have been surprised to be 

asked to arrange a test for their child when reporting their absence due to one of these symptoms this week; please note, 

this government guidance remains unchanged and, in order to ensure that virus transmission remains limited, please 

continue to follow this if you or your child is unwell. 

Parent Governor elections 

You should have received a link to a voting form for our election for a Parent Governor this week.  If you have parental 

responsibility and have not received this, please contact our Clerk to the Governors, Elly Reiszner, at 

elanor.reiszner@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk. 

Parentmail and personal details 

• Please remember to let our office know about any changes to your personal details, including email addresses.  

Although you can change email addresses yourself on Parentmail, this is a separate system to that which we use for 

other admin in school and does not automatically change the details we hold.  Thanks for your help.   

• It is possible to add more than one parent to Parentmail, meaning other household members can receive our 

newsletters and other communication.  If you would like to add someone else, please email 

office.382@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk and we will be in touch with further information. 

Maths Help! 

Miss Rawcliffe is on the look out for some of the stackable counters that are used in 
Connect Four to support our Maths work.  If you have any unwanted Connect Four games, 
we would be really grateful for donations of these…many thanks in advance!  

Request from Oxfordshire Road Safety Team 

We want to continue to improve the safety of child pedestrians and so we are reviewing the advice and guidance we 

provide.  

If you are a parent / carer of primary school aged children, please provide us with your feedback by answering the 

questions in this survey. We would be grateful if you would encourage other parents / carers you know to complete the 

online questionnaire. The survey should take around 10 minutes to complete and the feedback we receive will guide our 

future Road Safety work; this will remain open until 30th July. 

To take part in the survey please visit https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Footsteps/consultationHome 

 

 

 

mailto:elanor.reiszner@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office.382@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Footsteps/consultationHome


Northbourne News 14th May 2021 

Safeguarding Update: WhatsApp 

I am sure that, as adults, many of us use WhatsApp to communicate.  In school, we know that many children are also in 

WhatsApp groups with friends in their class and from other schools.  Some key points to remember… 

• WhatsApp has an official age rating of 16+; 

• Netaware give it an overall safety rating of average, with below average scores for its safety features; 

• To avoid children feeling pressure to always be online and to respond to messages straight away, consider turning off 

last seen and read receipts so it’s not possible to see when a message has been read.  You can also encourage children 

to mute chats if they are feeling overwhelmed by a lot of notifications; 

• As with all apps and social networks, if you decide you are happy for your child to use WhatsApp, spend some time 

looking at the features of this with them – especially showing them how to block users who share upsetting comments 

or content.  Discuss when they might choose to block someone, and encourage them to always speak to you and other 

trusted adults if they have concerns; 

• WhatsApp group chats mean your child might be added to conversations with people they don’t know, which could 

increase the chance they come across upsetting or negative messages.  Consider changing the Group Chat settings 

from Everyone to My Contacts Except…and ticking all contacts.  This means only your child’s contacts, except those you 

exclude, can add your child to groups. 

More details about WhatsApp and a huge number of other apps and social networks can be found on the NetAware 

website: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/whatsapp/ 

 

School Meals 

Next Thursday is the day of the national school census, information from which is used to determine levels of funding 

received by schools for the following school year. One element of our funding is calculated based on the number of 

children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 who have a school meal from our kitchen on the day of the census; for each child in these 

year groups who has a school meal next Thursday, we will receive almost £500 in our main school budget. With finances 

and resources stretched, this will make a huge difference to the overall level of funding we receive, with which we support 

your child’s education. 

Please help by seriously considering your child taking a school meal next Thursday, even if they have not had a school 

meal up to this point. 

The menu for next week was sent out yesterday. As always, if your child does not like the main meal option (pizza), Tracy is 

happy to provide a school packed lunch or a filled jacket potato, which can be requested in the usual way. 

I hope you can understand the reasons behind this request, and that you will consider a school meal option for your child 

on Thursday 20th May. 

Many thanks for your ongoing support 

 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/whatsapp/

