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This term’s value: Community 
‘The Lord’s spirit makes us more and more like our glorious Lord’ (II Corinthians 3.18) 

I hope you have had a good week.  As each week passes at the moment, school starts to feel more and more ‘normal’.  

Teachers and teaching assistants are working tirelessly to identify any learning pupils might have missed, and to determine 

where they are currently working in relation to the age-related expectations of their year group.  As I am sure you 

understand, this is not a simple process.  Our planned curriculum is both broad and deep, and identifying where children 

may have developed gaps during the disruption of the last year is a complex, ongoing process.  Teachers will, however, 

have shared this information with you if you have attended a Special Educational Needs review for your child this week, or 

when you attend your parent consultation meeting shortly (more information below).  Staff will continue to work as hard 

as always for the rest of this school year to support children in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding they 

may have missed during periods of school closure. 

Reminder: School is closed for the Bank Holiday on Monday next week (3rd May).  We reopen on Tuesday 4th at 8:45am; I 

hope you enjoy the long weekend. 

Our core values 

While it is not possible for us to physically gather for daily assemblies as would usually be the case, we continue to meet 

‘virtually’ a number of times during the week.  Our four core Christian values – love, community, integrity and perseverance 

- remain unchanged through the disruption caused by the pandemic; indeed, you may have heard these referred to during 

our Zoom assemblies if your child was learning remotely in January and February.   

This term, our focus is on the value of community – now we are physically back together again (albeit in a slightly different 

way to usual), it seems timely for us to consider how to get along with others and the skills and qualities we all need to 

display to sustain a loving, happy and successful school community.  We are also thinking about the importance of 

tolerance and mutual respect for communities that may be different to those we belong to, and comparing this to the 

persecution faced by the early Christians as they formed the church.  As always, your children are a credit to you, asking 

thoughtful, respectful questions and showing an eagerness to learn about people from other faiths and with different 

beliefs to those they may have. 

Parent Consultation Meetings 

A reminder that Parent Consultation meetings will take place on Wednesday 12th (4 – 7pm) and Thursday 13th (3:10 – 5pm) 

May.  Bookings for appointments for these meetings will go live on Parentmail next Tuesday (4th May) at 5pm; please look 

out for a notification around this time and make your booking, especially if you are limited for the times you are able to 

attend.  

Staff news 

This week, we welcomed Mr. Jack Field to our team of Teaching Assistants; Mr. Field will be working mainly in Puffins, 

Swans and Nightingales, so please do say hello if you see him when you are dropping off and picking up.  I am sure you will 

all make him very welcome in our school community. 

From next week we also start to welcome a number of student teachers to Northbourne, starting with Miss Daisy Wildman 

who will be working in Eagle class with Miss Hill and Mr. Woods.  Our Covid Risk Assessment has been reviewed and 

updated to ensure that we are able to host students safely; as with other staff, anyone completing a placement with us will 

follow our Covid protocols, will be based in a single class, and will take two Lateral Flow Tests each week to identify any 

asymptomatic cases of Covid.  Again, I know you will join me in making Miss Wildman feel very welcome during her time 

with us. 
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Recycling Warriors 

Matty in Nightingales and Noah in Owls have been busy thinking about how we can all continue to play our part in looking after 

the world around us.  They have registered with the Boots Recycling Scheme which enables beauty, health and wellness waste to 

be recycled.  There is a collection bin in our reception area; if you have any medicine blister packs (not the cardboard box they 

come in); toothbrushes; empty toothpaste tubes; empty makeup palettes; empty mascaras, eye shadows and lip liners; empty 

lipsticks, lip glosses and lip liners; or empty foundation and concealer tubes / tubs, please send them into school.  We will collect 

them during the week, and Matty and Noah will then arrange for them to be recycled.  Huge thanks to both of you for really 

living out our school values by finding a way to make such a positive difference. 

Class news: Year 3 and 4 

• Could pupils in Falcons return any outstanding Didcot Library Books by the end of next week so these can be returned and 

exchanged for some new exciting books as soon as possible. Thank you for all the returns already received...there are about 

12 remaining at the moment. 

• Owls, Falcons and Hawks are able to access a range of new reading materials through their Google Classrooms, including real 

newspaper articles aimed at primary pupils, with related activity packs and answers. Please consider using these every now 

and again as part of your child's reading homework; there are some really interesting articles and questions in line with the 

types of questions we ask children in class.  

Reminders 

• A reminder that nominations for our Parent Governor vacancy close on Tuesday 4th May; please use the form on Parentmail 

if you would like to nominate yourself, and let me know if you have any questions I can help with. 

• Hopefully you received our Relationships and Sex Education Policy and consultation form earlier this week.  Please have a 

read through and use the form to ask any questions you may have about this. 

• Please make sure anything brought to school is named, including coats and hoodies.  Due to Covid restrictions it is not 

possible for us to store and keep lost property at the moment, and we really don’t want to have to throw any abandoned 

clothes away. 

Term Dates (also available on the school website, https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/term-dates/) 

Please find below a reminder of the term dates for the rest of this school year and for next school year.   Following the disruption 

to children’s learning since last March, I know you understand the importance of children being in school, every day.  I am not 

able to authorise holiday at any point in the school year.   As a result of this, all requests for holiday absence during term time 

will be recorded as unauthorised absence, and may result in the Local Authority issuing a fine.  Please keep this in mind when you 

start to think about possibly booking a break later this year, and let me know if you have any questions. 

TERM DATES 2020-21      TERM DATES 2021-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

TERM 5 
19th April – 28th May 2021 
May Day Holiday: 3rd May 2021 

Late Spring half 
term 31st May – 4th June 2021 

Term 6 
8th June – 20th July 2021* 
*  school finishes at 1.30pm on 20th July) 

(INSET: 7th June; 21st and 22nd July) 

 

Term Dates 

TERM 1 
3rd September – 22nd October 2021 
(INSET: 1st and 2nd September) 

October half term 25th October 2021 – 29th October 2021 

TERM 2 
1st November 2021 – 17th December 2021* 
*  school finishes at 1.30pm on 17th December 

Christmas holiday 20th December 2021 – 3rd January 2022 

TERM 3 4th January 2022 – 18th February 2022 

Spring half term 21st February 2022 – 25th February 2022 

Spring Term 
28th February 2022 – 8th April 202* 
*  school finishes at 1.30pm on 8th April) 

Easter Holiday 11th April 2022  - 22nd April 2022 

Summer Term 
25th April 2022 -  27th May 2022 
May Day Holiday: 2nd May 2022 

Late Spring half term 30th May 2022 – 3rd June 2022 

Summer Term 
6th June 2022 – 18th July 2022* 
*  school finishes at 1.30pm on 18th July) 

(INSET: 19th, 20th, 21st July) 


