
Northbourne News 
5th March 2021 

I hope you have all had another good week.  I am confident I speak for the overwhelming majority of all of us in our school 

community when I say how excited and relieved I am that we have made it through another period of lockdown and 

remote learning.  As we have learnt in the last year, lockdown is stressful and draining for all of us – including, of course, 

your children.  The decisions we have made about how to approach this period of learning – with 1/3 of pupils here in the 

building and 2/3 with you at home – have, as always, been made with their needs and best interests at the forefront.  I do 

not underestimate the impact being away from their friends and teachers will have had – but, thanks to the constant hard 

work and effort of our staff and you at home, I know that (for the most part and most of the time!) children have coped 

brilliantly and continued to learn.   

I know you will join me in passing on thanks to our amazing staff who have worked tirelessly since January.  Thanks to the 

commitment and hard work of teachers, teaching assistants and support staff, we were able to quickly implement our 

remote learning plan – which, in itself, had taken a considerable time during the first part of the school year to develop.  By 

working so closely in their teams, staff have been able to deliver high quality remote teaching at the same time as teaching 

pupils in school –two challenging jobs in and of themselves, without combining them.  Their commitment to ensuring your 

children can be their best has shone through in everything they have done and I couldn’t be prouder of the job that all of 

our staff have done.   

As we have said throughout this time, we don’t underestimate the strain lockdown has placed on you at home – juggling 

work-life, domestic responsibilities, childcare and home learning…or, for those of you whose children have continued to 

attend school, supporting the local and national efforts against Covid.  We have been so grateful for all you have done for 

your children, and the warm words, encouragement and support you have shared with us.  Your concern for staff and their 

families has been so appreciated, and has helped keep us going when we have been tired or worried ourselves.   

I hope the information sent home earlier this week was a useful reminder of our ongoing adapted routines that will be in 

place from Monday onwards – please refer back to this if you have any questions.  As a school, we are not complacent 

about the ongoing risk posed by Covid, and we will need your full co-operation again to ensure we can manage the return 

to school safely.  Thanks in advance for your help with this. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our usual time on Monday morning, and welcoming all children back to school to see 

their friends and teachers.  I am confident that, with the support of all of us, they will, once again, cope brilliantly and will 

continue to thrive for the rest of the school year. 

Attendance: A reminder that, from Monday, all children (except those who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable) are 

expected to return to school.  If this causes any anxiety for you at home, please let me know.  When school resumes it 

continues to be the case that if your child or anyone in your household shows any of the 3 Covid symptoms – new and 

continuous cough, temperature, and loss of or change to sense of taste or smell – you need to ensure they stay at home 

and book a Covid test straight away.   
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Safeguarding contacts 

On our return to school, safeguarding arrangements will remain unchanged.  I am the Designated Safeguarding Lead for 

Northbourne.  Deputy Safeguarding Leads are Caroline Johnston (Deputy Headteacher), Jenny Alleway (Key Stage One 

Lead), Lyn Hill (English Lead), Charlotte Rawcliffe (Maths Subject Lead), Rob Woods (SENCO) and Rachael Stewart (School 

Business Manager).  Where you are made aware of concerns around the welfare of any pupils, please contact us on the 

main school office number to make one of us aware.  Alternatively, you can report any safeguarding and child protection 

concerns to the Oxfordshire Multiagency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 0507666 or the NSPCC on 0808 8005000. 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

I hope some of the information we have provided about supporting your child’s mental health and wellbeing throughout 

lockdown has been useful.  There are a huge number of helpful websites and guides for you to draw on to support your 

child ahead of their return to school…some that we especially like include: 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/returning-school-after-lockdown/tips-parents-carers-return-to-school 

https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/media/2219/rebuild-and-recover-separation-anxiety-tips-and-guidance.pdf 

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/support-hub/back-school-strategies-coping-feelings 
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Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 

 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/returning-school-after-lockdown/tips-parents-carers-return-to-school
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/media/2219/rebuild-and-recover-separation-anxiety-tips-and-guidance.pdf
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/support-hub/back-school-strategies-coping-feelings
https://www.traumainformedschools.co.uk/images/preparing_your_child_for_the_return_to_school.jpg
mailto:head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk

