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I hope you have all had a good week.  It was great to see children and staff from Puffins and Nightingales back in school on 

Tuesday; apologies again that Swan class needed to continue to isolate for a further period.  I fully understand the 

frustration and strain caused when we have to ask children to stay at home, but have no choice other than to follow 

guidance provided to us by the Health Protection and Public Health Teams of the Local Authority.  We look forward to 

welcoming Swan class back to school for the final part of the term on Monday. 

I am sure you will be looking forward to Covid restrictions easing further on Monday.  From 29th, outdoor gatherings 

(including in private gardens) will once again be allowed for groups of up to 6 people (or 2 households).  Organised outdoor 

sports activities can also resume.  However, all other restrictions remain in place.  I know we all understand the 

responsibility we have to each other in our school community to continue to adhere to the Covid restrictions and not allow 

children to gather in each other’s houses before this is allowed.  I ask that you please continue to follow social distancing 

requirements to keep all of us safe and reduce virus transmission. 

Information about the arrangements for the end of term is below.  Please keep in mind that, although there are only two 

and a half days of school next week, it is vitally important children attend unless they are unwell.  Staff are working hard to 

identify where children are attaining in their learning following the disruption to school between January and March – 

more than ever, every school day counts.  Levels of attendance have been exceptionally high since school re-opened; 

please continue to ensure your child is in school, ready to learn, so we can support them as fully as possible until we finish 

for Easter. 

Track and Trace: As was the case at the start of the Christmas and February breaks, I will need to continue to support NHS 

Track and Trace should any positive Covid cases of children who have been learning in school be reported.  With this in 

mind, can I ask that you: 

• Notify me by email (head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) as soon as possible if your child tests positive for Covid 

within 48 hours of last being in school (so, between Wednesday and Friday next week);  

• Continue to monitor Parentmail for any notifications that your child needs to self-isolate because of any positive cases 

– there should be no need for contact tracing from the 5th April due to the time periods involved. 

Whilst you do not have to notify us of any positive test results after the first 48 hours of the holiday, in the interests of 

knowing you are all well, please do use my email address to let me know if anyone becomes unwell for the rest of the 

Easter break. 

A reminder that if you or anyone in your household shows any one of the three Covid symptoms – a new and continuous 

cough, a temperature, or a loss of or change to sense of taste or smell – you should arrange a test. 

End of term arrangements 

Term finishes on Wednesday next week (Tuesday for Nursery children).  To enable us to continue to support social 

distancing, we will have a staggered finish on this day: 

• 1:15 – 1:20pm Puffins, Swans and Nightingales 

• 1:20 – 1:25pm Robins and Wrens 

• 1:25 – 1:30pm Owls, Falcons and Hawks 

• 1:30pm  Kites, Eagles and Kestrels (to leave site with teachers as usual) 

Please make a note of your collection time and arrive in the timeslot given to help us spread out children leaving.  Please 

note there will be no after-school club on Wednesday.   
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Mental Health and wellbeing support 

Hopefully, the return to school has been a positive one for your child, and they have quickly adapted back into school 

routines.  Should you have any concerns or issues, school staff and I will always try to support and sign-post to relevant 

agencies; the DfE have collated a number of these on their website, which might be helpful should you have any specific 

concerns: https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/01/mental-health-resources-for-children-parents-carers-and-school-

staff/ 

A reminder that Oxfordshire CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service) also have a comprehensive range of self-

help and reference guides on their website, which are well worth a look: https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/self-

care/ 

Thank You… 

A massive thank you to you, from the people at TTRS, for spending your hard-earned TT Rock Stars coins on a virtual red 

nose! As a result of your efforts - and 100,000 noses later - TTRS are delighted to have reached the £5,000 donation 

target. That donation has now been made! 

Maths Support 

If your child learned remotely earlier this term, you will know we follow the White Rose Maths scheme of work.  White 

Rose have worked with TV presenter, teacher and parent Michael Underwood on a mini-series called Maths with Michael, 

aimed at sharing further information about how maths is taught. Episodes will be released each Sunday at 

4pm and Wednesday at 7pm for 3 weeks, giving an introduction to place value, subtraction, multiplication, division, 

fractions and algebra. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/maths-with-michael/ 

Secondary Transition 

Aureus School would like to invite Year 5 pupils, parents and carers to join them for their Virtual Open Evening on Thursday 
22nd April. If you are unable to make the evening, there are also a series of Virtual Open Mornings taking place during the 
summer term. Please visit www.aureusschool.org/548/open-events to register for these events. Please note that there was 
an issue with the previous form for the event so if you have already signed up prior to 26/03, please could you complete 
the form again. 
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