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I hope you have all had a good week.  I am sure this week’s announcement delaying the return to school further will have 

been hugely disappointing; I hope it goes without saying that staff and I all share this, and want nothing more than a full 

return to school as soon as possible.  Hopefully the ongoing roll-out of the vaccination programme will make this more of a 

possibility within the timelines the government have outlined and a return for all pupils will be possible at some point next 

term. 

This week, staff currently working in school started taking regular Covid tests using home testing kits.  The NHS and DfE 

hope these will help identify some of the 1/3 of people who it is estimated have Covid but are asymptomatic, and therefore 

help stop the further spread of the virus.  No positive results have been recorded so far, but, obviously, any positive results 

in the future will mean the unavoidable closure of bubbles of children learning in school while staff and children self-

isolate.  With this in mind, please continue to check Parentmail regularly, as this is how any closures will be communicated. 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week; this chance to reflect on the mental health and wellbeing of all of us in our 

school community seems particularly timely given the impact of lockdown.  With this in mind, our curriculum next week –

for children learning at home and in school – will see the non-core subjects replaced with activities focused on developing 

positive mental health.  The same activities will be set for all classes which we hope means siblings can work together – and 

which we hope will then have a positive impact on your own stress levels, while you continue to juggle your own work and 

family commitments.   Please find more information about the week, including signposting for sources of support, in our 

special newsletter attached with this. 

Alongside this focus on wellbeing, the extension of lockdown makes it more important than ever to ensure children 

learning at home are accessing remote learning.  This is particularly the case for the core subjects of reading, writing and 

maths.  We acknowledge the huge difficulties and stresses of learning remotely, but the pace of the curriculum means 

there will not be time when children return to school to repeat huge chunks of learning which have been covered during 

lockdown.  This is obviously not to say that staff won’t revisit any key concepts or skills which have been difficult for 

children to learn at home – but we do expect that children at home engage with as much of learning being uploaded to 

their Google Classroom as you can manage.  Staff are always on hand to help with any issues – please continue to use the 

stream in their classroom to ask any questions, or use their team email addresses to get in touch.  Mrs. Johnston and I will 

also continue to host our surgeries next week to talk through any particular issues pupils in Key Stage Two are having.  

Please be assured we know how hard you are all working to make remote learning manageable in each of your very 

different contexts, and we are grateful for your ongoing support.   

With this newsletter… 

The School Health Nurse Team continue to be available to provide advice and support with any health worries you may 

have; their latest newsletter, including contact details, is attached to this email. 

Oxfordshire Adult Learning have designed some free short courses aimed at supporting parents during this period of 

lockdown; please see the attached flyer for further information. 

Zoom Surgeries 

Mrs. Johnston and I will continue to offer optional Zoom surgeries for Key Stage Two pupils next week. Please continue to 

email us in advance (Y5/6 – head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk, Y3/4 - cnew0314@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) with a 

brief explanation of what you would like to focus on.  If several pupils have the same point to discuss, they may be let into 

the meeting at the same time to help us make the best use of time.   

Next week’s surgeries will take place on Thursday from 1:30 – 2:30pm for both Upper Key Stage Two and Lower Key Stage 

Two.  Zoom links will follow. 
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Next week’s assemblies 

Next week’s assemblies are below; as this week, links will follow for you to join these.  There will be an additional assembly 

at the start of the week for children in Reception and Key Stage One, to start off our focus on mental health.  We hope lots 

of you will be able to join us. 

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales  Monday at 2:20pm 

Friday at 10:30am 

Robins and Wrens Monday at 10am 

Friday at 9:15am  

Owls, Falcons and Hawks Monday at 10:30am 

Thursday at 10:30am 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels  Monday at 9:15am 

Thursday at 9:15am 
 

 

 Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales lowerschool@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins and Wrens  year2@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

 

 

Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 
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