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I hope you have all had another good week.  I know that all of you supporting remote learning will be thrilled that we have 

made it to half term, which gives time for a very well-earned break.  None of us underestimate the pressure everyone has 

been under for the last 6 weeks, and we know from your open and honest conversations with school staff that there have 

been a huge number of ups and downs over the term.  Please know how much we value all of your effort.  So many 

children have produced some fantastic work and continued to make great progress due to their (usually!) positive 

attitudes, and the huge efforts from staff and all of you at home.  As always, I am very proud of our school community – 

this term has required strong partnership working, mutual support and understanding, and your positive messages of 

thanks to staff which have flowed in throughout the term have really demonstrated this.   

We know that school will remain closed for another two weeks after the half term break; hopefully the government 

announcement on Monday 22nd will bring some clarity to whether schools can open fully from 8th March.  Remote learning 

will resume on 22nd February and, as throughout this term, your child’s engagement with their Google Classroom will 

continue to be really important from this point.  We will continue to include a weekly wellbeing task in amongst the rest of 

the planned curriculum, as we know from your feedback that these were very much valued and enjoyed by children.  World 

Book Day on 4th March will provide another chance for siblings to work together on activities set by staff from across the 

school as, again, you have told us that this approach helped relieve some of the pressure during Children’s Mental Health 

Week. 

However, before then, our pupils – whether learning in school or at home - have certainly earned a rest, and I hope the 

slightly lighter mornings and evenings mean they can get outside and step away from screens and devices entirely.  I know 

many of you will need to continue to work on your own “normal” jobs next week, but we hope that there may be some 

time for you to take a break and rest during half term too.   

From our Local Governing Body: At the end of the most challenging of school terms, we want to say a huge thank you to 

Mr Shaughnessy and every member of the Northbourne Staff Team for the way in which they have tirelessly worked to 

support the children and families in our school; quickly switching to remote learning for 2/3 of pupils while making 

provision and learning available in school for the other 1/3; constantly adapting and looking for ways to improve remote 

learning, while always putting the educational and emotional well-being of our pupils first. We are so grateful to work 

alongside such a committed and dedicated staff team, and we look forward to the day soon when we can come back 

together as a school community!  

Internet safety 

I hope some of the information sent home this week about internet safety was of use.  Both in-school and at-home learners 

completed activities linked to Safer Internet Day to continue to develop their understanding of some of the risks that the 

internet can pose.  I will continue to add resources to our website (https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/curriculum/personal-

development/online-safety/), so have a glance at this if you have any questions or need further advice and guidance; as 

always, class teachers and I are always welcome to talk through any issues as well.  

Residential trips 

Parents of children in Y4 and Y6 should have received information about our planned residential visits to Youlbury and Plas 

Pencelli later this school year.  Apologies for sending these out with less notice than would usually be the case.  We know 

these visits are a large financial commitment and always try to send information about these home as far in advance as 

possible.  However, with the ongoing uncertainty around whether residential visits will actually be allowed this school year, 

we decided not to send out information about Youlbury before now.  As the letters explain, government guidance remains 

that residential visits cannot take place, but outdoor activity organisations are confident this will be altered with effect 

from April onwards.  We thank you all for your positive support of these visits, which we all know create lifelong memories. 
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Track and Trace 

As was the case at the start of the Christmas break, I will need to continue to support NHS Track and Trace should any 

positive Covid cases of children who have been learning in school be reported.  With this in mind, can I ask that you: 

• Notify me by email (head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) as soon as possible if your child tests positive for Covid 

within 48 hours of last being in school;  

• Continue to monitor Parentmail for any notifications that your child needs to self-isolate because of any positive cases 

in school up until next Tuesday – there should be no need for contact tracing after this point due to the time periods 

involved. 

Whilst you do not have to notify us of any positive test results after the next 48 hours, in the interests of knowing you are 

all well, please do use my email address to let me know if anyone becomes unwell for the rest of the half term break. 

A reminder that if you or anyone in your household shows any one of the three Covid symptoms – a new and continuous 

cough, a temperature, or a loss of or change to sense of taste or smell – you should arrange a test. 

Assemblies 

Assemblies for the first week of next term are below; as usual, Zoom links will follow and we hope you will be able to join 

us. 

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales  Friday at 10:30am 

Robins and Wrens Friday at 9:15am  

Owls, Falcons and Hawks Monday at 10:30am 

Thursday at 10:30am 

Zoom Surgery: Thursday at 1:30 (please email  

cnew0314@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk to book a timeslot) 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels  Monday at 9:15am 

Thursday at 9:15am 

Zoom Surgery: Tuesday and Thursday at 1:30 (please email  

head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk to book a timeslot) 
 

 

 Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales lowerschool@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins and Wrens  year2@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 
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