
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

Thank you for your understanding following Monday’s announcement of school closures.  I fully appreciate the 

inconvenience this creates for you and the disruption this causes to your child’s learning, but I know you understand 

that we have no alternative other than to ask children to learn remotely for a while.  I am sorry for the short notice 

of this we have all been given. 

This letter aims to outline the approach we will take to supporting you and helping your child continue to learn over 

the rest of the term.  Please read carefully and let me know if you have any questions or I can clarify anything 

further. 

What you can expect from us 

• Each day, teachers will use their Google Classrooms to upload: 

o An introductory video giving a brief summary of the day’s work, an outline of any equipment children will 

need, and celebrating successes from previous days; 

o Work for English, Maths and a non-core subject.  We understand that remote learning is much more 

intense than learning in school, and, with this in mind, we aim to set work which will take around 4 hours 

to complete in total.  We will, however, set additional work that your child can complete should they 

wish to continue working beyond this time. 

o A filmed story for your child to listen to. 

 

• We will aim for most work to be uploaded by 6pm the day before it needs to be completed; the filmed 

introduction may be available later than this to enable it to reflect on the work completed during the day.   We 

hope uploading the work the day before it needs to be completed will give you time to familiarise yourself with 

this and draw up an outline timetable, taking into account that many of you will also continue to work 

yourselves.  

 

• Class teachers will provide comments and feedback on the work your child completes if this is uploaded to the 

Google Classroom.  If this is not possible, work can be emailed as an attachment to the phase email account: 

UpperKeyStageTwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk.  Feedback will generally focus on the positive aspects of the 

work your child has submitted to help them remain motivated, acknowledging the stresses that being away from 

their friends at school may create.   

 

• Teachers will be available, on a rota, to check Google Classrooms and email accounts during usual school hours – 

we recommend, wherever possible, that this is the time your child completes the work set and that they finish 

working by 3pm.  Please get in touch through email or Google Classroom if you need any help whatsoever during 

this time.  Myself and other senior staff will continue to be available in school – please get in touch with me 

(head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk or a phone call) if there is anything at all we can do to help.  Teachers will 
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work on providing feedback after 3pm, but will generally finish work by 6pm at the latest and will not be 

available after this time. 

 

• At least once a week, a teacher or another member of staff will give you a phone call to say hi to your child, 

check you are all OK, and offer any further assistance.  Please be aware that this call will probably be made from 

a blocked number and staff won’t necessarily have time to try calling a second time if you are not able to answer. 

 
 

What we ask of you 

• Please keep in touch and let us know of any problems as soon as possible – email, phone call or through Google 

Classroom. 

 

• If your child is ill and cannot complete work, please report this as your normally would through a phone call to 

the school office.  We will then obviously not expect them to complete work, but we would like to know 

everyone at home is safe and well.  

 

• Please upload any work you would like feedback on no later than 3pm. 

 

• In addition to the work set in their Google Classroom, please continue to hear your child read (or read to them) 

and record this in their Reading Diary.  Should you need any books, please email or call me and we will do our 

best to arrange for these to be delivered to you at home.  You might also want to visit www.oxfordowl.co.uk 

where you can choose from a range of levelled books. 

 

• If you have any safeguarding concerns, please get in touch with me at school. 

 
 

Once a week, at 9:15am on Thursday, we would like to invite you all to our end of week celebration assembly.  A 

Zoom link for this will be sent to you in advance. This will give you child chance to at least ‘see’ their friends, albeit 

remotely! 

I hope this letter answers some of the questions you may have thought of about remote learning; however, as 

always, please get in touch if I can clarify anything or help further.  We are all under no illusions about the challenges 

home learning poses, so please keep in touch and let me know if there is any help or support we can provide. 

We will all look forward to seeing you again soon. 

Best wishes, 

Paul Shaughnessy 
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