
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Information about remote learning 

This information is intended to provide information to pupils, parents and carers about what to expect from 

Northbourne CE Primary School should local or national restrictions require entire cohorts of children to remain at 

home.  Details of what to expect where individual children are self-isolating are included in the final section of this 

document. 

 

1. The Remote Curriculum: What is taught to pupils at home 

The first day or two of remote learning 

Whilst we would always aim to move to remote learning as quickly as possible should this be required, the first day 

or two of a pupil being educated remotely might look different from the approach that will be taken in the longer 

term.  Work will be provided through Google Classroom, as it will be in the longer-term, but this may not be of the 

quantity that would be expected after the first few days.  If this is the case, we ask that children supplement their 

learning using the online platforms they typically use in school – Mathletics and Times Table Rock Stars – and that 

they maintain their reading, recording this in their reading diaries. 

In the longer term 

The curriculum taught during any period of remote learning will be the same curriculum as that taught in school, 

wherever possible and appropriate.  We acknowledge that the practical nature of some subjects – such as 

investigative work in Science, construction in Design-Technology – might make these challenging for parents to 

access.  Teachers will keep this in mind wherever possible, carefully selecting activities that might be possible using 

what parents have available; where this is not possible, these activities will be optional for pupils. 

 

2. Remote teaching and daily study time 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 

Each day, teachers will provide: 

• An introductory video giving a brief summary of the day’s work, an outline of any equipment children will need, 

celebrating successes from previous days, and identifying possible misconceptions and obstacles that might arise 

during the day’s learning; 
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• Work for English, Maths and a non-core subject.  We understand that remote learning is much more intense than 

learning in school, and, with this in mind, we aim to set work which will take around 3 hours to complete in total 

for children in Key Stage One (Y1 – 2), and 4 hours in total for children in Key Stage Two (Y3 – 6).  We will, 

however, set additional work that your child can complete should they wish to continue working beyond this 

time. 

• A filmed story for your child to listen to. 

Providing remote learning for younger children – those in Nursery, Reception and Y1 – is particularly challenging, due 

to limitations on how they can work independently.  With this in mind, learning set for these younger age groups 

may take less than 3 hours to complete. 

  

3. Accessing remote education 

How will my child access remote education? 

In Reception to Y6, pupils’ work will be uploaded to their Google Classroom.  You will have been sent log-in details 

for this at the start of the school year; please get in touch with your child’s teacher with a phone call to school or 

with an email (https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/home-learning/home-learning-general-information/). 

In Nursery, parents will be emailed a weekly plan for learning and a link to a daily videoed story through Parentmail.   

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home.  In this situation, we will always explore 

with parents any steps school can support to ensure electronic remote learning can take place, given other pupils will 

have access to this.  Possible options may by loan of laptops or provision of pre-loaded data devices.  Parents 

struggling with online access should contact Mr. Shaughnessy using usual contact details in the first instance. 

How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

• Recorded teaching, including videos produced by teachers and those produced by other organisations, such as 

White Rose and the Oak Academy. 

• Printable and interactive online resources which include explanations, definitions and activities for pupils. 

• Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, including video clips and 

sequences. 

• Online learning platforms to support drill-and-practice, such as Mathletics and Times Table Rock Stars. 

• Reading books from the school reading scheme, loaned from school or accessed through Oxford Owl.  

 

4. Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we should provide at home? 

We acknowledge remote learning is challenging for parents, carers and family members for a large number of 

reasons.  We aim to balance this as much as we can with the need for children to continue to learn as well as they 

possibly can during any period of remote learning.  During these times we ask parents to: 

• Keep in touch and let us know of any problems as soon as possible – email, phone call or through Google 

Classroom. 

• Report absence of a child as normal through a phone call to the school office.   

• Upload any work for feedback no later than 3pm. 

https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/home-learning/home-learning-general-information/


 

• In addition to the work set in their Google Classroom, continue to listen to children read (or read to them) and 

record this in their Reading Diary.   

• Use the daily introduction video to help their child plan their work each day, and help them access any stationery 

or equipment that might be needed for this. 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with the work set? 

A member of staff will monitor children’s access to their Google Classroom every day, when they comment and 

feedback on their work.  If your child is not uploading any work or accessing their Google Classroom, then a member 

of staff will call to discuss this and to identify any barriers to learning which may be an issue.   

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

• Class teachers will provide comments and feedback on work completed if this is uploaded to Google Classroom 

or emailed to the shared phase email account.  This will happen daily. 

• Feedback will generally focus on the positive aspects of work submitted to help them remain motivated, 

acknowledging the stresses that being away from their friends at school may create.  However, where children 

are not learning as well as they could, this will be shared with them. 

• A range of methods for formative assessment – such as quizzes through Google Forms and assessments on 

online learning platforms – will be used. 

• Whole-phase assemblies will be used to share particular praise for children who worked particularly hard during 

the week.  Certificates will be given out to reinforce the work taking place. 

 

5. Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults to access remote learning? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), may 

not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home.  We acknowledge the difficulties this 

may cause for families.  Teachers will, as far as possible, aim to provide differentiated work to meet the needs and 

abilities of as many pupils as possible.  During weekly phone calls with children and parents, teachers will explore any 

specific issues and identify any further support; this may include additional live workshop style sessions with 

teachers or Teaching Assistants, or support from one of our Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSAs) where 

appropriate.   

We will aim to ensure children with social and emotional difficulties remain connected to classmates through regular 

Zoom assemblies and, again, additional support sessions where needed. 

We acknowledge the specific difficulties caused to families with younger children, specifically those in Reception and 

Y1.  Our approach to remote learning for these age groups is in line with that used for the rest of the school, albeit 

with the explicit expectation that the importance of time to play is also stressed to parents; this is important given 

the large amount of time given to free-flow continuous provision during the school day.    

 

6. Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their cohort remains in school, how remote learning 

is provided will differ slightly from the approach for whole year groups or bubbles.  This is due to the challenges of 

teaching pupils both at home and in school simultaneously. 

 



 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will remote learning differ from the approaches 

described above? 

• As far as possible, and starting as soon as possible after the isolation is reported to school, remote learning will 

follow the approach outlined above.   

• Learning materials - aligned to the curriculum children still in school are being taught - will be uploaded to the 

child’s Google Classroom.  These will be similar to those use when whole bubbles or larger groups are isolating. 

• Feedback on work completed will be provided at the end of the day, but this will be general and briefer than that 

which can be provided when a whole bubble is learning remotely due to the constraints on staff time and the 

need to also feedback to children learning in school. 

• Teachers will not be able to check in with children and families with phone calls in the same way that is expected 

when whole bubbles are learning at home.  Office staff will, however, stress that parents can get in touch should 

any help be required. 

Please note, remote learning will not be provided when parents choose themselves for children to not attend school 

when it is open to their child’s year group, or when a child is ill with symptoms of Covid or another illness – in these 

circumstances, it is important children have time to recover. 


