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Happy new year; I hope you all managed to have a relaxing break over the Christmas period, however unusual this ended 

up being. 

I would like to thank all of you for being so patient throughout this week – despite having to email on Sunday, close to 

some classes on Monday, and then start a full lockdown with less than 12 hours’ notice on Tuesday, I have been 

overwhelmed by the support and understanding you have shown myself and our staff.  Your emails of thanks have been so 

appreciated; this week has been incredibly challenging – for you and your families, as well as us at school – and it has 

meant so much to hear your kind words. 

While no-one wanted another full lockdown, we all know the reasons for this and its importance in helping us make 

progress with Covid.  I am under no illusions that this next term will be challenging for everyone, especially when resilience 

is low after a challenging year.  I really hope our values of love, community, integrity and perseverance will shine through 

our school community; we have all had to make hard decisions, including whether children need to be in school, and I 

would like to think that these difficult choices will be respected and understood.  Prospective parents often comment that 

they hear repeatedly in Didcot what a close school community Northbourne is given the size of our school, and I know we 

can get through this period with the same spirit intact. 

I know you join me in thanking our staff for adapting so incredibly quickly this week.  We now have our committed and 

talented team of teachers and teaching assistants working tirelessly in school to teach the children who are still attending, 

and other staff working at home to make remote learning as effective as it can be.  Again, we know remote learning is hard 

but we will reflect on what is working and what is difficult and become as effective as we can be.  I hope the information 

sent home on Parentmail and the Zoom assemblies have helped set the expectation we have of remote learning but, as 

always, we are always here to answer any questions and support where we can.   

A final word about spaces in school – I am very sorry but we have no spaces for further children in school at all.  In order to 

implement our risk assessment, it is not possible to increase the size of the groups of children learning in classrooms 

further without undermining the purpose of lockdown.  I know this will cause difficulties and problems while you juggle 

home and family commitments and, with this in mind, I have accepted as many children as possible – around 30% of our 

roll.  However, it has been very difficult to help parents asking for places a couple of days after the start of lockdown due to 

these numbers and apologies again if you have had a disappointing response.  With this in mind, if your child is attending 

school and there is any way you can manage at home, even for some days of the week, I would appreciate you letting me 

know. 

The focus of all of us now has to be on how to make this period of learning as meaningful and effective as possible, while 

helping everyone in our school remain physically and mentally well.  As during the previous lockdown, we will try our 

hardest to maintain effective communication; please do keep in touch with us, and I know we will all look forward to seeing 

each other again physically soon. 

 

Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales lowerschool@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins and Wrens  year2@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 
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Good luck Mrs. Cliff! 

Sadly, Mrs. Helen Cliff, our School Secretary, leaves us today to take up a new position as Personal Assistant to Mr. 

Manning, Headteacher at St. Birinus School.  Mrs. Cliff has been an exceptional Secretary – she knows every child in our 

school, is exceptionally efficient (we are all kept well organised!) and has been instrumental in us making so many 

improvements to our processes in the office.  I am sure I speak for all of us when I say she will be really missed, and I know 

she will shine in her new role. 

Next week’s assemblies 

It was great to see so many children able to call into our assemblies this week.  While no replacement for face-to-face 

contact, I hope it was good for children at home to at least see their friends (albeit on a screen). Next week, I will trial 

having an additional assembly for Y5/6 (Kites, Eagles and Kestrels) on Monday at 9:05am and Y3/4 (Owls, Falcons and 

Hawks) on Monday at 9:30am.  If these are successful, I will consider how to hold assemblies for younger children the 

following week.  Celebration assemblies will take place as they have this week.  A summary is below, and links will follow. 

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales  Friday at 10:30am 

Robins and Wrens Friday at 9:15am 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks Monday at 10:30am 

Thursday at 10:30am 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels  Monday at 9:05am 

Thursday at 9:15am 
 

Safeguarding  

Staying safe online:  I appreciate that, at the moment, your child will inevitably be making greater use of websites to guide their 

learning than is usually the case.  Please make sure you continue to carefully monitor your child's use of the Internet and 

check the appropriateness of websites they are using.  If you or your child have any concerns, you can report this to CEOP 

(Child Exploitation and Online Protection) by clicking here.  Our Acceptable Use agreements are used in school to help 

children understand how to use the internet safely; these are attached to this newsletter for your reference.  The NPSCC 

website has a wide range of advice and resources for keeping your child safe online.  Please click here for more 

information. 

Safeguarding at Northbourne: As usual, I remain the Designated Safeguarding Lead for Northbourne during this closure.  

Deputy Safeguarding Leads are Caroline Johnston (Deputy Headteacher), Jenny Alleway (Key Stage One Lead), Lyn Hill 

(English Lead), Charlotte Rawcliffe (Maths Subject Lead), Rob Woods (SENCO) and Rachael Stewart (School Business 

Manager).  Where you are made aware of concerns around the welfare of any pupils, please contact us on the main school 

office number to make one of us aware.  Alternatively, you can report any safeguarding and child protection concerns to 

the Oxfordshire Multiagency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 0507666 or the NSPCC on 0808 8005000. 

 

Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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