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I hope you have all had a good week.  All of us in school are very conscious that, as lockdown drags on, balancing helping 

children learn at home while working yourselves will be becoming increasingly stressful and difficult.  We understand the 

strain that you are all working under, and hope you are finding time to look after yourselves too. 

I do, however, need to be clear that I cannot offer places in school for children on the basis that they are struggling with 

home learning, or that you are finding it hard to support children while working yourselves, or you are worried your child is 

falling behind.  At this point, I cannot offer any more spaces to children not currently attending school. 

We know that children learn better in the classroom, and that the social interaction which schools brings is fundamentally 

important.  Remote learning is incredibly challenging for staff too; we all want nothing more than for children to be back in 

school.  However, we all have a part to play in helping reduce the spread of Covid – the more children who need to learn at 

school, the more families will come into contact with each other, and the slower the rates of transmission will reduce.   

This week, there have been over 100 children in school every day.  Each day, I have had, on average, 5 further requests for 

places for children in school.  I am afraid I cannot increase the size of the groups learning in school any further without 

undermining the purpose of lockdown by asking teachers to teach classes of the size they would usually be.  Whilst I have a 

clear moral commitment to supporting vulnerable children and ensuring key workers with no other option can have a place 

in school for their child to learn safely while they support the national effort to fight Covid, it is not possible to offer places 

for any other reasons and under any other criteria. 

I now need to ask that, in line with government guidance, if your child is currently attending school because you are a key 

worker but they could be learning safely at home (because you or a partner are currently working from home) they do not 

come to school to learn.   I acknowledge the pressures this can cause and I hope you understand my reasons for asking.  

The government is now clear that spaces in school for children of key workers are intended as a last resort – not as an 

automatic right.  I know many of you have given great thought to whether your children need to attend school already and 

have not taken this decision lightly.  However, if your circumstances have changed or you can reconsider, I would be very 

grateful. 

I do not ask this lightly.  As mentioned above, I would love nothing more than to be able to offer places to everyone 

struggling at home; I know home learning is difficult and stressful.  However, in the interests of keeping staff, children and 

you at home safe, I hope you will give serious thought to what I am asking.  Thank you in advance for your ongoing 

understanding and support. 

Reading books 

Following on from last week’s mention of how to access reading books online, staff and parents have shared some other 

ways to find new books while it is harder to borrow these from school and the library… 

• Click and Collect: Use this online form (https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/click-

and-collect) to tell staff at Didcot Library what books and authors you enjoy and they will hand pick up to 6 books that 

they think you might like…you can then collect these on your daily walk and hopefully find a new author. Thanks to 

Mrs. Camps for sharing this one.  

• The BorrowBox app on the app store allows you to borrow electronic books from Didcot Library 

• You can find links to authors reading stories aloud for different age groups at 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/storytime-online 

• Oak Academy are sharing a book a week on their website: https://library.thenational.academy/ 

Hopefully some of these will help you find new and fresh authors and books to enjoy during lockdown.  Please try to keep 

in mind, amongst the busy-ness of your Google Classrooms, the importance of continuing to read for pleasure.  As well as 

helping children explore new ideas, visit new places and meet new characters, reading has been shown to improve 

children’s well-being…something which is of crucial importance as this lockdown continues. 
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Next week’s assemblies 

Next week’s assemblies are below; as this week, links will follow for you to join these.  Staff and I love the chance to see 

everyone currently learning at home, so please join us if you are able to. 

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales  Friday at 10:30am 

Robins and Wrens Friday at 9:15am 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks Monday at 10:30am 

Thursday at 10:30am 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels  Monday at 9:15am 

Thursday at 9:15am 
 

Zoom Surgeries 

Mrs. Johnston and I will continue to offer optional Zoom surgeries for Key Stage Two pupils next week. A reminder that 

these are short 1:1 sessions for pupils who have a specific question or who are struggling with a particular activity which 

has been set on their Google Classroom.  Zoom invitations will follow; join the waiting room at any point within the hour.  

When you join, we will keep you in the Waiting Room until we have finished with the previous pupil, so make sure you have 

tasks to get on with while you wait.  

So we can prepare and make the best possible use of the time, please email us in advance (Y5/6 – 

head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk, Y3/4 - cnew0314@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) with a brief explanation of what you 

would like to focus on.  If several pupils have the same point to discuss, they may be let into the meeting at the same time 

to help us make the best use of time. 

Next week’s surgeries will take place on Tuesday and Thursday from 1:30 – 2:30pm for Upper Key Stage Two, and from 1:30 

– 2:30pm on Thursday for Lower Key Stage Two.  As always, feel free to email if you have any questions about this. 

Supporting anxious learners 

If your child is struggling with anxiety related to learning online, the webinar available at the link below (which currently 

has spaces on 3rd February) may be of interest.  It is free to attend and is due to last an hour; more information available at 

the link: http://bit.ly/39YgHpu 

 

 Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales lowerschool@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins and Wrens  year2@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 
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