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I hope you have all had a healthy, productive week as we start to get used to the circumstances we find ourselves in.   

I have been so proud of everyone in our school community this week; our pupils, learning in school and at home, who have 

adapted to new systems and ways of learning so quickly, confidently and with such good humour; parents and family 

members who find yourselves having to home school while functioning successfully in your own jobs as you work full-time 

at home; and our teachers and staff, who are working tirelessly to deliver a motivating, vibrant curriculum to children in 

our ‘virtual’ school at home and those learning physically in school.  This is not easy for any of us.   

With that in mind, I have to say how much our staff team and I have valued and appreciated all of the words of support and 

thanks so many of you have sent to us over the week.  We spent a considerable amount of time between September and 

Christmas thinking really carefully about the approach we would take to remote learning in the case of further school 

closures; we reflected at length on the comments you made in our survey back in September, and took these into account 

fully.  Whilst I know no single approach can fully meet all of the needs of every family in school, given how different all of 

our circumstances are, we have been really heartened to hear such positive comments on how we are approaching remote 

learning this time round.  As always, we are learning quickly and continuing to refine and improve what we are able to do 

to help children at home learn as well as possible.  A couple of minor things that would help us manage things even 

better…. 

• Please don’t return work a second time after teachers have commented and returned it unless there is an additional 

comment or question.  Each time work is returned it generates an email to all of the staff linked to each Google 

Classroom who then check for any comments; not returning work a second time will help streamline each classroom. 

• Staff aren’t automatically alerted when work is turned in which can make managing three classrooms, as many staff 

are, easier.  If you can add a very brief comment (‘work completed’ or even an emoji), staff are alerted and can easily 

then click through to provide feedback.  

• Finally, please only use the turn in feature on an assignment that has been completed and that has work attached. 

There is no need to turn in an assignment that does not have work attached for a teacher to look at.  

 

Please also note that you can access your Google Classroom through X Box and Playstation if you are struggling with 

devices to use. 

Thank you so much for your hard work in helping your children learn at this time.  We are seeing some fantastic learning 

and work being completed and really don’t underestimate the effort this takes.  We are all so thrilled that children have 

embraced remote learning so enthusiastically this time round, and will continue to do all we can to help them maintain 

this. 

Reading books 

In amongst the remote learning being completed through Google Classrooms, please keep in mind the importance of 

continuing with daily reading.  Fluent, confident reading is key to unlocking the whole of the curriculum, and is arguably the 

most important academic skill for children to maintain and develop during this period away from school.  We are happy to 

arrange sets of books to be collected if you are running low; alternatively, have a look at some of these websites… 

• www.oxfordowl.co.uk, which has levelled books in line with the reading scheme we use in school; 

• https://amzn.to/3e8WOgW, Amazon’s Top 100 Free Children’s eBooks (you will need a Kindle, but software is 

available for free in app stores); 

• https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 

 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://amzn.to/3e8WOgW
https://www.storylineonline.net/
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Puffins, Swans and Nightingales 

It is Penguin Awareness Day on Wednesday next week!  This links really well to the topic YR and Y1 are learning at the 

moment; we would love it if children in school and at home could wear something black and white instead of usual school 

uniform, if you have anything available (please don’t worry if not – children can still come to school in non-uniform).  We 

will have a special penguin themed assembly on Wednesday to say hello – details below.  We hope you can join us. 

Next week’s assemblies 

Thanks for the positive comments about this week’s assemblies.  We will run with the same timings next week (slight 

change to the time for Y5/6 on Monday) and hope you will be able to join us – it is great to be able to see everyone at 

home and say hello.   Zoom links and log-in details for all assemblies will follow. 

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales  Wednesday at 9:15am 

Friday at 10:30am 

Robins and Wrens Friday at 9:15am 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks Monday at 10:30am 

Thursday at 10:30am 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels  Monday at 9:15am 

Thursday at 9:15am 
 

 Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales lowerschool@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins and Wrens  year2@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Final reminders…. 

• Please continue to report any absence due to illness to the school office as you usually would, even if your child is 

learning remotely at the moment; 

• Even if you are learning at home, please continue to seek advice from 119 and book a Covid test should you, your child 

or anyone in your house display any of the 3 symptoms: new and continuous cough, temperature, loss of or change to 

sense of taste and / or smell. 

 

Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 
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