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I hope you all remain healthy and have had a good week.  The highlight in school has to be our Christmas lunch yesterday – 

huge thanks to Tracy and her catering team for cooking and serving around 300 turkey lunches.  Year 2 – we missed you all 

very much, but please be assured that we have locked your crackers safely away so they are here and ready for you when 

you get back. 

The move into Tier Two restrictions this week reinforces the need for our detailed Covid Risk Assessment to remain in place 

until further notice.  Please continue to help us implement this by socially distancing when dropping off and picking up; 

wearing a face covering when on site; and not coming into school if you or anyone in your household has any of the Covid 

symptoms.  By continuing to follow the processes we have in place, we can hopefully remain healthy in the run-up to 

Christmas and then be able to spend time with family and friends.     

Last deliveries… 

Please make sure any cards you would like to be delivered in school are posted in the Christmas Post Box by next Friday 

(11th December) at the latest.  These will then be delivered during the final week of term.  Unfortunately any cards brought 

into school after this date will not be able to be handed out, so please help us avoid having to disappoint by writing and 

posting cards over the next week. 

End of term arrangements 

As usual at the end of term 2, school will close earlier than normal on Friday 18th.  To enable us to continue to support 

social distancing, we will have a staggered finish on this day: 

• 1:15 – 1:20pm Puffins, Swans and Nightingales 

• 1:20 – 1:25pm Robins and Wrens 

• 1:25 – 1:30pm Owls, Falcons and Hawks 

• 1:30pm  Kites, Eagles and Kestrels (to leave site with teachers as usual) 

Please make a note of your collection time and arrive in the timeslot given to help us spread out children leaving.  A 

reminder to parents of children in Penguins that term finishes for Nursery on Thursday 17th December at the usual time. 

BBC Radio Oxford 

We are all so disappointed not to be able to sing our favourite carols and Christmas songs this year…I know we will make up 

for this as soon as we can.  You might remember that one of the highlights of our festive celebrations last year was being 

recorded by BBC Radio Oxford.  As schools can’t be recorded this year, past performances are being repeated; our 

performance will be played again during both the Breakfast and Afternoon shows on Christmas Day.  The audio clips are 

also available on our website and are well worth a listen as Christmas approaches: 

https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/curriculum/music-2/ 

Christmas Jumper Day 

To mark Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day, next Friday (11th December) will be a non-uniform day…Christmas 

Jumpers strongly encouraged!  We will have a bucket for donations at the gate – Save the Children suggest £2.  Money will 

not be collected from classes, so please make sure to make your donation as you come into school.  We look forward to 

being impressed by your jumpers! 
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Financial support 

You might have seen in the news that the government have agreed to fund lunches for children entitled to Free School 

Meals during school holidays between now and the Easter break.  If you are in receipt of this benefit, more information will 

follow shortly about how Oxfordshire County Council plan to provide these.  If your circumstances have changed during the 

pandemic and you think you might now be entitled to Free School Meals, please get in touch with us.  It is quick and easy to 

carry out a check and, as well as children receiving a lunch, school also receives additional funding which can be used to 

cover additional support in school, the cost of school trips, or musical instrument tuition.   

Winter Reading Challenge 

The Winter Mini Reading Challenge is back again this year.  To take part in the challenge, children simply choose a reading 

goal, read any number of books (including eBooks and audiobooks) of their choice, then rate and review them online. All 

books added to the website during the six-week Mini Challenge period will count towards unlocking rewards including a 

virtual badge and certificate.  The website also features printable activities, recommendations for great winter reads and 

competitions. 

Have a look at the website www.wintermini.org.uk for more information – the challenge is live now and runs until Friday 

15th January.  

Oxfordshire Library Service is also running a creative writing competition, with children aged between 5 and 11 being 

invited to submit a short story (500 – 3000 words) to show off their skills as writers.  Winning entries will be published as an 

eBook available to be loaned out across Oxfordshire.  The competition is open now, and the deadline is Sunday 21st 

February; more information available at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition.   

 

http://www.wintermini.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition

