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A reminder that school closed for the Christmas break today.  

We hope you have a peaceful, happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in 2021 when school re-opens 

to children at our normal time on Monday 4th January. 

At the end of a year none of us could have predicted and I am sure none of us want to repeat, now seems to be a good 

time to stand back, take stock and reflect on how we have worked together to manage the challenges 2020 has thrown at 

us.   

When school closed in March, none of us predicted that, as we closed for Christmas nine months later, our lives would still 

be as far from normal as they are.  As a community of pupils, families, teachers and governors, we have worked together - 

with good will, hard work and a great deal of gratitude - to implement remote learning, one-way systems, class and year 

group bubbles, and new ways of communicating and being together.  This has not been easy and we haven’t always got 

things right or made things as good as they could be right from the start.  However, the understanding and support you 

have shown us as we have worked through our new processes has been overwhelming.  The great value that you, as 

parents and carers, place on education has shone through.  Your children have shown this too since their return in 

September.  They have been hard-working, positive, great fun, and able to adapt and change to how things have to be - for 

now - very quickly.  This reflects your own attitudes at home, and also the endless hard work of our staff.  I know you 

understand how hard our teachers and support staff have worked to ensure children have been able to make a safe and 

happy return to school; that we have been able to focus, almost right from the start, on catching up on lost learning speaks 

volumes about the passion our staff have for making sure children are taught an exciting curriculum and enabled to make 

the best possible progress.   

A particular thanks to those of you who have been disrupted by class closures since September.  Having to send children 

home from school is always frustrating and not we would want to do; thank you to those parents affected for being so 

understanding and working so hard to support your children to learn remotely when this has happened.   

I am always proud to lead our school community, and at no time more so that I am right now.  I hope you can all enjoy a 

very well-earned rest over the next two weeks.  While a return to our normal lives remains some way off, we will continue 

to work our hardest to ensure your children are supported to do their very best and enjoy their time in school. 

Thank you for your support for Christmas Jumper Day last week – we raised £509 for Save the Children, a fantastic amount! 

Track and Trace 

You may know from the media that schools have been asked to continue to support Track and Trace for the first part of the 

school holiday.  While I very much hope you all make a healthy start to the Christmas break, can I ask that you: 

• Notify me by email (head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) as soon as possible if your child tests positive for Covid 

within 48 hours of last being in school;  

• Continue to monitor Parentmail for any notifications that your child needs to self-isolate because of any positive cases 

in school up until Christmas Eve – there should be no need for contact tracing after this point due to the time periods 

involved. 

Whilst you do not have to notify us of any positive test results after the next 48 hours, in the interests of knowing you are 

all well, please do use my email address to let me know if anyone becomes unwell for the rest of the Christmas holiday. 

A reminder that if you or anyone in your household shows any one of the three Covid symptoms – a new and continuous 

cough, a temperature, or a loss of or change to sense of taste or smell – you should arrange a test. 
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Northbourne Excellence awards 

You will know that our school mission is to nurture excellence in all of our pupils.  We encourage all our pupils to 

continually strive to get better and better in all curriculum areas, developing their unique talents and interests and learning 

more about themselves, others and the world around them.  Three times a year, class teachers choose 2 pupils who have 

stood out during the term through their outstanding effort, motivation or achievement (and often all three!) in an area of 

the curriculum.  These really special awards, which teachers give a lot of thought to, recognise the excellence of the pupils 

chosen in a range of areas.  This term, effort and achievement awards have been given to… 

Puffins Elis for having an incredibly positive attitude in everything she does.  Elis is 

making excellent progress in all areas of learning and is kind, helpful and 

supportive of others. 

Theo for working so hard on his Literacy skills.  He has made great progress 

with his reading and writing, practising both at home regularly.  He always 

helps others and has helped new children settle into the class this term. 

Swans Ixia for working very hard in phonics.  Ixia has worked so hard and made 

excellent progress;  she can now orally blend, segment, read and write CVC 

words.  Well done Ixia. 

Maizy for showing such a positive attitude towards her learning, and for 

trying so hard in maths, phonics and focused learning. 

Nightingales Flo for showing such an improvement in her attitude to learning.  Flo is now 

always ready and wanting to learn, listening carefully and applying everything 

she has learnt.  

Poppy for arriving every day with a huge smile and an eagerness to learn.  

Poppy listens well and shares all her ideas.  She focuses brilliantly on 

learning activities, always persevering. 

Robins Tommy for showing great perseverance and determination since coming back 

to school.  Tommy is a brilliant mathematician and is becoming bolder every 

lesson by working independently and sharing his ideas.  

Lilly-May for working incredibly hard in everything she does.  Lilly loves 

learning, has amazingly imaginative ideas, and continues this at home with 

science experiments and extra Maths.  

Wrens Oakleigh for consistently showing great determination since returning to 

school for Y2; Oakleigh has put in the extra effort needed to be his best at all 

times, even when this has been harder. 

Isabella for showing such a love of learning and applying all of the skills and 

advice she is given.  Her standard of work is consistently high and this has 

meant she has made great progress in every subject. 

Owls Isabelle for being focused, determined and resilient.  Isabelle is able to see 

mistakes as marvellous and has made very mature learning decisions that 

have helped her make fantastic progress, especially in Writing.  

Douglas for becoming an independent, ambitious learner and a positive role 

model.  Douglas is a fantastic friend to the whole class, boosting everyone’s 

confidence with his words of encouragement. 

Hawks Evie for listening so well to what is being taught and working hard to improve 

her work; Evie always tries her very best and sets a great example for others 

to follow.  

Zoe for setting a great example for others to follow while also being humble 

and modest in her achievements and abilities; Zoe is also kind, helpful, 

reliable and trustworthy. 

Falcons Finn for doing everything asked of him immediately and to the best of his 

ability.  Finn is thoughtful, polite and respectful, as well as being extremely 

hard-working.  You encourage and celebrate successes of others. 

Iola for phenomenal progress with her reading this term, and for working 

incredibly hard in all subjects., thinking carefully about questions and making 

frequent contributions to class discussions.    

Kites Aston for having an amazing attitude towards learning and school work since 

the start of this school year.  Aston has also been fantastic at helping other 

children – well done Aston. 

Ava for her bubbly, lively and ‘can do’ attitude, which is inspirational to 

everyone else.  Ava has a fantastic desire to learn, share and improve 

everything she does.   

Kestrels  Jake for taking his learning seriously and going from strength-to-strength in 

his learning across the curriculum.   Jake is thoughtful in his work and always 

willing to go the extra mile in his learning and to support others around him. 

Laila for always listening carefully, quietly working hard and engaging with 

her learning by asking questions for clarification and sharing her valuable 

thoughts and ideas with the class.  

Eagles Maryam for such an impressive learning attitude.  In every lesson, Maryam 

takes part actively, challenging herself and producing work to the best of her 

ability.  She is incredibly kind, supportive and compassionate towards 

everyone. 

Alex for working extremely hard in all lessons and taking on challenging 

work with a determined and positive attitude.  Alex puts a tremendous 

amount of effort into all of his work, which is always highly detailed. 

Well done all of you on your fantastic achievements.   I look forward to seeing more excellence through next term! 

A message from Cornerstone 

This year, Goblin & Cornerstone Arts Centre were planning to present a new musical version of A Christmas Carol. Sadly, 
due to the pandemic, we were unable to do this as planned.  We are instead developing the show into an audio production, 
which will be released as a podcast just in time for Christmas!  Alongside 5 professional actor-musicians, the recording will 
also feature a young company from the local community. 

A Christmas Carol: The Haunted Service by Charles Dickens, adapted by Matt Borgatti, Will Dollard & Mary Erskine. Join us 
for a carol service with a difference. It’s midnight on Christmas Eve, a time where the Ghosts and Ghouls of Christmas come 
out to play. A haunted choir tell the story of Ebenezer Scrooge. We visit the past, present & future to see if three ghosts can 
change Scrooge’s ways. 

The Podcast will be released on 19th December on The Goblin Podcast https://goblintheatre.co.uk/podcast  
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