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I hope you have all had a good week as we adjust to new tier restrictions and rapidly approach Christmas.  It was great to 

welcome Y2 back to school on Wednesday, and to see our teachers and TAs able to return.  I am sure parents will join me in 

passing on their thanks to Mrs. Parsons, Miss Murray, Mrs. Jones, Miss Smith and Mrs. Roper for their hard work in setting 

and marking work remotely during the period Y2 were learning at home; in turn, thanks to all of you at home for 

supporting your child’s learning so ably.  Just as I am sure you understand ‘teaching’ remotely isn’t easy, we are under no 

illusions that trying to help children learn and work yourselves poses huge challenges. However, pupils have returned 

happily and confidently, and have engrossed themselves in continuing to learn in the run up to Christmas.  Finally, I know 

you will join me in sending best wishes to Mrs. Parsons as she continues to recover, and we look forward to welcoming her 

back at the start of next term. 

End of term arrangements 

You might have seen in the media that the DfE has announced that schools can choose to move an INSET day from 

elsewhere in the year and close a day earlier than planned, on Thursday 17th December.  To avoid disruption, we will not be 

changing the final day of term – this will remain, as planned, next Friday – 18th December.  A reminder of the staggered end 

times on this day: 

• 1:15 – 1:20pm Puffins, Swans and Nightingales 

• 1:20 – 1:25pm Robins and Wrens 

• 1:25 – 1:30pm Owls, Falcons and Hawks 

• 1:30pm  Kites, Eagles and Kestrels (to leave site with teachers as usual) 

Please make a note of your collection time and arrive in the timeslot given to help us spread out children leaving.  A 

reminder to parents of children in Penguins that term finishes for Nursery on Thursday 17th December at the usual time. 

Afterschool Club will close at 4:30 next Friday. 

Christmas reading challenge 

Research is very clear about the link between reading for pleasure and pupils’ academic attainment – not just in English but 

across a range of subjects.  Amongst the manic preparations for Christmas, it would be great if you could continue to find time to 

share a book with your child; the ‘little-and-often’ approach to developing reading fluency works brilliantly, and a two week gap 

from practising these skills always has a notable impact on children’s progress.   

With this in mind, we will be setting a Christmas reading challenge for pupils to read 8 times over the break.  As usual, please 

make a note of what your child reads in their diary (or encourage them to do so themselves) and, for this challenge, also record 

this on the special sheet that your child will bring home next week.  Everyone completing the challenge will get a certificate and 

be entered into a prize draw on our return to school in January so please encourage your child to take part…and use it as an 

excuse to put your feet up and enjoy a book yourself! 

Don’t forget the mini Winter Reading Challenge taking place too: www.wintermini.org.uk 

And finally on a reading theme, if you are struggling with any inspiration, have a look at a couple of the end of year ‘best’ book 

lists being published at the moment…and remember to look at the recommended read section of our school website too… 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/nov/28/best-childrens-and-teens-books-of-2020 

https://www.oxfordshirebookawards.com/ 
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Year Group information 

Year 3 and 4 are looking for a lot of clean tin cans for their Science work.  If you have any, please drop them into Owls, 

Falcons and Hawks. 

Year 5 and 6 would like to watch the DVD of Goodnight Mister Tom (1998) next week to complete their work on this novel.  

This has a PG rating (with reasons for this at http://www.bbfc.co.uk/releases/goodnight-mister-tom-1998-0).  If you would 

like your child not to watch this, please email upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk by 3pm on the 14th December 

2020 withdrawing your consent.  Many thanks. 

Reminders… 

• Any remaining cards to be delivered to children in school should be in the post-box by the end of today; please do not 

send in any cards next week, as it will not be possible to give these out. 

• Remember, you can listen to last year’s performance of our two Christmas songs on Radio Oxford on Christmas Day – 

during both the Breakfast and Afternoon shows. 

• Applications for school places in September 2021 for children born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 

2017 (inclusive) need to be made through https://myonecitizenportallive.oxfordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en by 

15 January 2021.  

• Please ensure that your dinner money balances are clear by the end of term.  Many thanks 

Thank you… 

… to Draycott Engineering for the very generous food donation that has been greatly received! 
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