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Countdown to Extinction     

We have had a fantastic start to the year and the children 

are settled and have really enjoyed our topic of Boom, 

Bang It’s the Blitz! Their enjoyment was evident in the amazing Home Learning Projects they produced and 

their enthusiasm and excitement during WW 2 Day. It was also so lovely to meet you all virtually through 

the parent meetings at the end of last term.  This term we will be shifting our focus on to our science topic, 

Evolution and Inheritance. 

Science 

In science this term, children will be learning all about Charles Darwin and his 

observations of the finches on the Galapagos Islands; we will be delving even further 

into the past where we will look at what we can learn from fossils. A key focus will be 

on the pioneering palaeontologist, Mary Anning, whose studies of the fossils she found 

led to the discovery of some fascinating species of dinosaur. We will learn a little about 

how these fossils came to be and how different dinosaurs evolved …as well as what 

scientists believe led to their extinction.  

 

Literacy  

In our literacy lessons, we will be planning and writing persuasive 

letters based on our class reader, Goodnight Mister Tom. This will be 

followed by some persuasive and informative writing on endangered 

animals and biographical work on the scientists, Charles Darwin and 

Mary Anning.  

 

Reading 

In whole class reading sessions we will be investigating features of biographies as well as a range of 

persuasive texts. We will continue to develop the children’s vocabulary by examining extracts from classic 

fiction such as White Fang, 20, 000 Leagues Under the Sea and The Lost World.  

Please could we ask you to continue to read with your child and encourage them to read at home at least 

five times a week. When you have the opportunity, have a chat about the book they are reading, focusing 

on the vocabulary choices and literary techniques which have been used and the effect they are trying to 

have on the reader. Please write any comments in your child’s reading record which are checked regularly. 

 

 

 



Spellings 

Spellings will continue to be handed out on a Monday and tested each Friday. Please help your child to 

learn these spellings. The children will also be asked to learn the meanings of the words they are given and 

put a selection of them into sentences. You will also be provided with a list of statutory words that we will 

be addressing throughout the year; any additional work you can do with these will be extremely beneficial. 

Maths 

Please continue to ensure your children are practising their multiplication tables which they can do on 

Times Tables Rockstars. These are fundamental to their mathematics learning and are essential to the 

majority of areas in mathematics. They should be able to recall them immediately, in any order, as this will 

ensure they can make quicker progress during their maths lessons. Children should also know the related 

division facts. Maths homework will continue on Mathletics this term and is always set by Friday and needs 

to be completed by the following Wednesday. Children do not need to complete the Mathletics tasks 

mentally and should use a paper and pencil to help them work out the answers. Mathletics also contains 

help videos to support the children with the tasks. 

PE 

This term, Year 5/6 will be doing PE on the following days: 

Eagles- Monday and Thursday 

Kites- Monday and Tuesday  

Kestrels – Monday and Wednesday 

RE- We will be discussing and investigating the question ‘Was Jesus the Messiah?’ 

PSHE- This term we will be exploring our Jigsaw Piece 2 – Celebrating Difference. Children will explore how 

cultural differences can lead to conflict, to understand the term racism and to develop a range of strategies 

to help problem-solving if in bullying situations.  

DT-  We will be creating moulds for, and then making, fossils as well as researching, designing and then 

making bags that would be suitable for Mary Anning to put any fossils she might have found in. 

French-   In this ‘Let’s Visit a French Town’ unit, pupils will apply previous skills and knowledge of topic areas 

such as places in a town, directions, homes and numbers to develop their speaking and listening abilities. 

Computing – We are exploring Augmented Reality (AR) and will be using it to enhance the story telling 

experience in a book that we will also create. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

If you need to contact us please use the Upper Key Stage Two email: 

upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.co.uk 

Miss Hill, Mr Guy, Mr Macfarlane and Mr Woods 
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