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Welcome back!  I hope you have all had a safe and relaxing break over the half term.  Pupils have returned as enthusiastic 

and ready to learn as ever, and we look forward to an exciting – if slightly different – term as we approach Christmas.   

As we enter a second period of lockdown, I am sure you are all as grateful as the school team are that, this time, we are 

able to remain open to all children.  However, all members of the school community now have an even greater 

responsibility to look after each other and help keep each other safe – we all want to see healthy and well children, staff 

and parents able to attend school and learn.  With this in mind, please read the following requests carefully: 

• From next week, I would like to ask that anyone dropping off and picking up children wear a face mask or face 

covering.  This is in line with many other schools, and will help us all do our bit to avoid virus transmission. 

• When speaking to school staff, please be mindful of the need to physically distance from them.  I fully understand it 

can be difficult to have confidential discussions from a distance of 2 metres, but this is really important in us limiting 

contact.  Please remember you can always email your child’s teacher using the phase emails we have previously 

shared, should you need to have a more private conversation. 

• Please remember our previous request for only one parent or carer – including secondary-aged children – to drop-off 

and pick-up, again, to help us limit social interaction. 

Many thanks for your help with this.  A reminder that, should we need to close any bubbles or share any information, this 

will always be done using Parentmail; if any communication is urgent, we will also use the front page of the school website.  

Please ensure you receive Parentmails from us; if you use the Parentmail app, it might be worth configuring your alerts to 

show you messages from school as they arrive to ensure communication is as timely as possible. 

Attendance 

Thank you to everyone for helping make sure our attendance last term was fantastic!  Across the school, attendance for the 

term was 97.5% - well above that reported nationally, and almost as high as our first term in more normal times would be.  

186 pupils have not missed a single day of school during the year to date, and our top 3 attending classes had amazing 

attendance during the first term – massive well done to Wrens, who had an attendance rate for the term of a whopping 

99.2% (including 4 weeks in a row of 100% attendance)!  More details about your well done treat will follow.  Special 

mention, too, to Swans in second place (98.1%) and Nightingales in third (98.6%).  I hope so many of you can remain 

healthy and well this term. 

Of course, while good attendance is important, it is more important that anyone with Covid symptoms does not come to 

school and books a test as soon as possible.  As a reminder, these symptoms are: 

• New and continuous cough; 

• High temperature; 

• Loss of, or change to, sense of taste and smell. 

Tests can be booked online and 111 can provide further advice and guidance if you are in any doubt about the nature of 

the symptoms being displayed. 

Flu Vaccination: final reminder Our School Health Nurses will be in school to administer flu ‘sniff’ vaccinations next week.  

If you have not already, please complete the online form to grant consent for your child to receive the flu 

vaccination: https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu You will need to enter the unique code for our 

school: OX144688.  If you would like any further information, please contact the school health nurses, either by calling 

01235 515503 or Flu.SchoolNurses@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk.   The dead for form submission is 5pm today.   
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Reading Update 

You know from this newsletter and your discussions with your child’s teacher how important regular reading at home is in 

helping children practise and master the core skills of reading decoding and comprehension.  Being a fluent and 

enthusiastic reader opens the door to the whole school curriculum – we often talk about how we learn to read so we can 

read to learn. 

With your help, last term children from Y2 upwards read 7,433 times (according to entries in their reading diaries) – 

massive thanks to all of you for this time you have spent sharing books and reading with your children since September.  

Class results are… 

Robins: 353 Wrens: 613 Owls: 906 Falcons: 1594 

Hawks: 973 Kites: 990 Eagles: 1347 Kestrels: 657 

…so very well done to Wrens, our Key Stage One winners, and Falcons, 

who recorded most reads in Key Stage Two.  We are excited that Y1 pupils 

in Puffins, Swans and Nightingales will be adding their ongoing number of 

reads to our grand total during this term, so please do your bit and help 

your class do as well as they can in the leaderboard.  A reminder that our 

expectation of the minimum amount of reading children should do each 

week was included in the Homework Policies sent to you at the start of the 

year; please refresh your memory if September seems like ages ago! 

Miss Hill, our English Lead, has been buys buying us some great new books 

for our Library since we returned to school in September…these are some 

that children can look forward to reading soon… 

Street Tag 

Thanks to those of you who registered as Northbourne team members on Street Tag over the 

half term.  While only a few families have downloaded the app and joined in so far, we have 

already climbed the leaderboard to 7th in our region.  If we can make the top 3, school receives 

a small cash prize so the more of you who can join us, the better.   

Street Tag is an app intended to encourage activity and movement.  It uses the pedometer on 

your phone to convert steps into points, and bonus points can be earned by scanning QR codes 

in various locations.  It is easy to use – you just need to sync the steps from your own 

pedometer into Street Tag each day.  The app is available to download from Google Play, the 

App Store or the website www.streettag.co.uk and the QR code to the right will register you as a member of our team.   

Please join the Northbourne team – especially during this second period of restrictions, Street Tag would be a good way to 

encourage movement and being outside. 

Poppy Appeal 

Unfortunately, schools are not able to sell poppies and the other products usually provided by the British Legion at this 

time of year, but we thought that Remembrance Sunday was too important not to mark as school community.  With this in 

mind, next Friday will be a non-uniform day – in exchange for which we ask that you consider making a donation to the 

Poppy Appeal.  We will send home a link to a Justgiving page for this on Monday, so please look out for this on Parentmail. 

Robins, Wrens, Owls and Kites will not have PE on this day, to enable them to join in with the non-uniform day.    
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September 2021 Primary School Applications  

Parents of children born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017 (inclusive) need to apply for a primary school 

place for September 2021.  For more information please visit the Oxfordshire Schools Admission website: 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school  

To apply for a place please visit https://myonecitizenportallive.oxfordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en. The deadline for 

applications is 15 January 2021.  

Outdoor learning 

Parents of children in Puffins, Swans and Nightingales: do your children have… 

• Named wellies? 

• A warm, waterproof coat, hat and gloves? 

• A bag of named, spare clothes in a bag on their peg throughout the week? 

As would usually happen at this time of the year, children are now using the hard-surface playground for their lunchtime 

break but continue to use the Foundation Stage Outdoor area for their ongoing learning.  We know this gets muddy, and so 

children will only be able to learn outside if they have the right clothing to do so.  Thanks for your help. 
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