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Thank you to you all for your understanding and kind words of support following the closure of our Y2 ‘bubble’ this week.  

Robins and Wrens are all busy learning at home, and I have enjoyed checking into their Google Classroom to look at their 

work.  School isn’t the same without you all, though, and we can’t wait to see you back in just over a week’s time.  Thank 

you for your kind words for Mrs. Parsons; I know these are very much appreciated.   

Thank you for continuing to follow our Covid procedures, particularly wearing masks and socially distancing around the 

school site.  Attendance in school remains excellent at the moment, but please remember the importance of following 

guidance from 119 if you or anyone in your household develops any of the Covid symptoms (a new and continuous cough, 

temperature and / or loss of or change to sense of taste and smell).  Hopefully we can all remain well as the Christmas 

break approaches. 

Suggestions for Father Christmas…  

If you haven’t yet placed your order with Father Christmas, it might be worth keeping in mind that an analogue watch (ie 

one with hands) makes an excellent gift.  By the end of Y1, the National Curriculum expects that children will be able to tell 

the time to the hour and half past, and by the end of Y2, pupils should be able to tell and write the time to 5 minutes, 

including quarter past and quarter to.  Pupils across the primary age range are expected to be able to solve problems with 

time of increasing difficulty – for example, the length of a TV programme, how long until…? – and in Y5 and 6 pupils should 

be able to use train and bus timetables confidently. 

In our experience, this is one area of the curriculum where parental input at home can have a massive influence; by asking 

pupils what the time is regularly, they are more likely to pick up this skill quickly and be confident in telling the time…so 

please consider a watch as a gift!  If you have any questions about the time requirements of the National Curriculum, 

please speak to myself, your child’s class teacher, or Miss Rawcliffe, our Maths Subject Leader.   

Mobile phones 

A number of children in Upper Key Stage Two have started bringing mobile phones into school.  Our Covid risk assessment 

is based on only essentials being taken between home and school, so a reminder that children should not have phones with 

them.  Many thanks for your help with this. 

September 2021 Primary School Applications  

Parents of children born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017 (inclusive) need to apply for a primary school 

place for September 2021.  For more information please visit the Oxfordshire Schools Admission website: 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school  

To apply for a place please visit https://myonecitizenportallive.oxfordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en. The deadline for 

applications is 15 January 2021.  

Fundraising Help 

Many thanks to those of you who have spoken to me to ask what you can do to help support our school budget at this 

difficult time.  An easy way you and family members might be able to help is by using www.myschoolfund.org.  By 

registering your card, you earn 2% cashback for you (in the form of eGift vouchers) and 1% cashback for school on 

everything you buy.  Current retailers taking part include Sainsburys and Argos; linking your spend to Northbourne is an 

easy way you can help raise some much needed extra funds.   
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Y5 Bikeability 

We are hoping to be able to offer Bikeability cycle training for Y5 in the Spring.  A ParentMail form has been sent out to all 

children in Y5 for you to indicate whether or not child would like to take part.  We are doing this early to make sure we 

have applied for the correct funding from OCC.  If you are unsure whether you child wants to take part in the Bikeability 

training, please tick yes as you can always change your mind nearer the time.  We would be grateful for the form to be 

completed by 9am on Monday.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 


