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Covid Safety 

Thank you once again for your continuing support in helping us implement our Covid risk assessment.  Staff and I have been 

really grateful this week that you have helped make morning drop-offs much more staggered than was the case the 

previous week; this is really helpful in ensuring all members of our school community can socially distance, therefore doing 

our part to limit the spread of Coronavirus.  Please continue to keep in mind the need to maintain as much distance as 

possible from staff when dropping off and picking up; we very much value opportunities to speak to you about your child – 

and miss being able to do this more fully – but please do make sure to stay as far away from staff as possible when 

speaking to them to ensure we can all remain healthy. 

Google Classroom 

Many thanks for your response to our questions about your experiences of Google Classroom during lockdown.  These will 

be really helpful as we form our strategy for remote learning, should this become necessary through the need for 

individuals, families or bubbles to self-isolate…we all very much hope this is not the case!!! 

While we digest your comments and build these into our planning, you can get a head start by starting to log into your 

child’s Google Classroom.  You will have been sent your child’s log-in details for this; to access their classroom, please go to 

classroom.google.com and enter your username and password.  Teachers are starting to post pictures of their classrooms 

and other updates about what your child is learning, so please get into the habit of logging in to have a look at any new 

information which has been shared; hopefully, this will mean you are really familiar with the structure and layout should 

we have to move to remote learning at any point this school year.   

More information, including tips about the use of Google Classroom, will follow regularly so please look out for this in our 

newsletters. 

Annual Flu Immunisation 

A reminder that all children in Reception up to Y6 are offered a flu vaccination in school.  This year the immunisation 

programme will place on Wednesday 11th November.  You will have received the information via ParentMail last week.  To 

access the consent form, please visit https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu and enter the unique code for 

Northbourne: OX144688. The deadline for consent is Friday 6th November.    Please note that your child will not be given 

the vaccination unless consent has been given.  If you experience any problems accessing the form, please telephone your 

School Health Nurse Office (01235 515503 or Flu.SchoolNurses@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk) who will be happy to help.   

Winter weather 

As the weather starts to turn increasingly wintry, please make sure your child (regardless of their year group) has their coat 

in school every day.  We only keep children inside at breaktimes and lunchtimes if the weather is incredibly unpleasant; if it 

is only slightly damp or drizzly, children will continue to play outside.  To make sure everyone can stay dry, please make 

sure they have appropriate (named) outdoor clothes in school for them – including on their PE days, where we encourage 

children to arrive wearing sweatshirts or hoodies if the weather is cold or wet.   

An additional request from Robins, Wrens and Nightingales: We will continue to use the Foundation Stage garden for 

learning, as we do all year round, but as the weather changes please help us ensure we can do this by making sure children 

have appropriate clothing with them.  It is really helpful if children can each have a named pair of wellies to keep in school 

at all times, and to bring a warm, waterproof coat, hat and gloves. On wet days, you may wish to send a spare coat so 

children have a dry coat to come home in. As communicated previously, we would be grateful if children could have a bag 

of named, spare clothes in a bag on their peg throughout the week, especially as, due to Covid, we can no longer provide 

spare clothes should these be needed.  

 

 

https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu
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Governor Update 

Our School Governors met last week for the first time this year. Sara Green remains as Chair of Governors and Kate Woods 

as Vice-Chair. All other governors remain in position – information about all of our governors can be found on the school 

website. At the start of this new school year, we, as governors want to acknowledge and thank Mr Shaughnessy, our 

teachers and all school staff for the enormous efforts they went to during the period of lockdown. The fact that our school 

remained open and that pupils had access to learning throughout lockdown is a huge credit to our staff team, for whom we 

are hugely grateful. We look forward to working with them this year as we continue our aim of nurturing excellence across 

our school community. 

Pupil safeguarding and wellbeing focus 

Fortnite: I am sure that many parents are very aware of the game Fortnite, a multiplayer action survival game which is 

particularly popular with many of our pupils at the moment.  This can currently be played on PC, Mac, Xbox and 

PlayStation, or downloaded from the App Store, and involves 100 players battling each other in real time to be the final 

survivor. 

Risks: Whilst there are a range of fun features, Fortnite also has a number of risks worth being aware of: 

• Players can add friends in the mobile game if they have an account with Epic, the game’s developer. Friends can be 

added by username in the game’s main menu; 

• There is a chat feature in the game that allows users to contact each other using voice or text (You can disable voice 

chat in the game by selecting the 3 lines in the top right of the screen, select the settings icon, choose the ‘Audio’ tab at 

the top of the screen and go to the ‘Voice Chat’ option, where you can select ‘Off’).  Keep in mind that players can be 

reported to the Player Support team if you are concerned about activity or behaviour. 

• There is cartoon violence in the game. You can use a variety of weapons to kill other players, such as guns and axes.  

• There are in-app purchases, which can become expensive.  

Age ratings: Epic Games say they do not direct the game at children younger than 13 in the UK; the PEGI rating for the 

game is 12; the App Store does not recommend the game to players younger than 12. 

Top tips from the NSPCC: Think TEAM… 

Talk to your children regularly about what they are doing online and how to stay safe, and reassure them they can speak to 

an adult if or when things go wrong; 

Explore your child’s online activity with them – what do they like doing, why, and do they understand how to stay safe; 

Agree your own rules as a family for using sites, apps and games; 

Manage the use of technology using the settings available to you. 

Well done to… 

• Jake in Eagles and Zayn in Falcons who ran a virtual 5k for Cancer Research last weekend; Jake has also just completed 

a 22 mile run which raised £120 for Refugees, inspired by his work in class last year – really living our school values 

boys, great work; 

• Raya in Robins and Iola in Falcons, for raising £505 from a 13 mile sponsored walk last weekend – you must have been 

very tired after your 6 hours girls!  They are continuing to fund-raise and will soon be arranging a raffle so please speak 

to them for more information. 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffortnitehelp.epicgames.com%2Fcustomer%2Fportal%2Femails%2Fnew&data=01%7C01%7CSophie.Gold%40NSPCC.org.uk%7C414d108025ac4ddc1abe08d56fa9dfae%7C9c8f7893a563433a8201dea9b8eae835%7C0&sdata=VUPGWTRKAmb7rbAgy2YpTQltAWt53pMDNNg65rVtoAc%3D&reserved=0
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Year 1 Nightingales will have Forest School 

next Wednesday.  Please make sure your child 

comes suitably dressed for the weather. 

Future weeks: 
14th October: Reception Nightingales 

21st October: Year 1 Puffins 
4th November: Reception Puffins 

Year 6 Secondary School Applications  

We hope you found this week’s virtual secondary school open events useful and informative.  We will continue to share 

information about any further events planned so look out for this if you are making your choice of school for your child. A 

reminder that secondary school applications should be made by 31st October 2021 by visiting 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school 

Secondary virtual events: 

Didcot Girls’ School:  Primary Zoom Meetings: Thursday 8th Oct at 5pm for Northbourne families 
A session for only Northbourne families to ‘meet’ senior DGS staff and ask any questions 
you may have; visit http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3282/primary-zoom-meetings for 
booking information 

 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school
http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3282/primary-zoom-meetings

