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At the end of the first term of all pupils being back in school for face-to-face learning, I would like to pass on thanks to all of 

you for your understanding, good humour and support while we have all been adapting to our new routines and systems.  

Whilst so many things about school might seem slightly different to normal from your point of view when you drop off, 

what has not changed is the enthusiasm and enjoyment children bring into their classrooms with them every day.  Staff and 

I have been so thrilled to see how happy children have been to come back to school – they are as well-behaved, polite and 

ready to learn as ever, and this has made for a really successful term.   

We all miss the ongoing daily contact with parents and carers which used to be possible at drop off and pick-up time – not 

least because we are sure you hear nothing about day-to-day school life from your children!  We hope this week’s parent 

teacher meetings helped you find out valuable information about how your child is getting on, and we are continuing to 

develop our use of Google Classroom to share increasing amounts of information with you.  Thank you for your patience 

while we continue to try out new ways of keeping you up-to-date with what is happening in school. 

I feel very fortunate that we have made it to the end of the term without any major disruption – such as having to close a 

bubble – due to Covid.  However, we are not complacent; given increasing cases locally and nationally, I am realistic about 

the fact that, at some point, some of our bubbles may have to switch to remote learning.  We have a comprehensive plan 

for this – be it for whole classes learning at home, or setting work for individual children where other family members are 

isolating.  Work will be set for your child from the first day of any absence; when you report your child’s absence, staff will 

explain how to access this work.  Where a child is not unwell themselves, but unable to be in school due to illness of a 

family member, we ask that this work be completed as far as is possible.  Especially in the situation where the rest of their 

class is in school, not completing work means your child will be behind on their return.  We obviously understand that if 

you are unwell yourself, you will be unable to support this home learning; staff and I are happy to help in whatever way we 

can to try to avoid any gaps in understanding developing during any unavoidable absence.  More comprehensive details 

about our plans for remote learning will follow at the start of next term. 

Our Covid Risk Assessment will remain largely unchanged next term, and so we ask for your continued help with staggered 

pick-up times.  I understand these are not ideal; where we are able to manage the flow of children into classrooms fairly 

easily at the start of the day, this is harder when children leave and staggering helps manage this.  Our Risk Assessment is 

an evolving working document and will hopefully change when things become easier and virus transmission is less of a 

concern, but thank you for your understanding in the meantime.  

Thank you again for your positivity, enthusiasm and support; this is very much appreciated by our whole staff team.  I hope 

you all have a relaxing, safe and healthy break and look forward to welcoming children back to school on Monday 2nd 

November. 

Google Classrooms 

As mentioned above, we are continuing to develop our use of Google Classroom.  Updated log-in figures for Reception and 

Y1, following on from last week… Puffins 15, Swans 18 and Nightingales 19…please log in during the week if you 

have not yet done so. 

Reading 

Thank you for your ongoing efforts listening to children read at home.  Frequent practise of reading skills – not just 

decoding and word recognition, but comprehension and understanding – is key to children becoming fluent, confident 

readers.  Your help with this as part of your weekly household routines is very much appreciated as it gives children chance 

to consolidate their learning from in school.  Some tips and pointers are included on videos at this link, which is well worth 

a look: https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/supporting-rah/book-chat-reading-with-your-child 
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School Meals 

We remain very aware that our induction for new parents of Reception children was not as it usually would have been this 

year.  Usually, Tracy Jackman, our Catering Manager, would have an opportunity to introduce herself and explain a bit 

more about the school meals we offer.  As this wasn’t possible, and now your children have been in school for a term, Tracy 

has written a brief summary of our school lunch offer: 

My name is Tracy and I am the catering manager; I’ve been feeding your children in the last few weeks and getting to know 
them.  I’m sure you are aware that while your children are in Reception and Key Stage One (Year 1 and 2) they are entitled 
to a free school lunch.  We offer a main option, a vegetarian option and, if your child isn’t keen on the hot school meal, you 
can order a jacket potato or a school packed lunch (which consists of a filled roll of your choice, yoghurt, fruit, raisins and 
pudding); these can be ordered on a fortnightly basis when you are sent the menu online.  A homemade dessert or fresh 
fruit is included with each meal.  You can choose which days your children require lunch and if you are worried about your 
child being a bit fussy you can always ask the office to speak to me about any concerns you may have.  All our meals are 
made fresh every day and our ingredients are locally sourced. 

Please be assured that if your child is reluctant to eat their meal, they will be offered a sandwich or jacket potato.  I then ask 
their teacher to make sure you are informed if there is a specific lunch they don’t like. 

If your child has any allergies or dietary requirements, or you have any questions about our school lunches, please contact 
the office and these will be passed on to me.   

Reminders…. 

Outdoor learning: Children in Puffins, Swans and Nightingales will continue to use the Foundation Stage garden for 

learning, as we do all year round, but as the weather changes please help us ensure we can do this by making sure children 

have appropriate clothing with them. It is really helpful if children can each have a named pair of wellies to keep in school 

at all times, and to bring a warm, waterproof coat, hat and gloves. On wet days, you may wish to send a spare coat so 

children have a dry coat to come home in. As communicated previously, we would be grateful if children could have a bag 

of named, spare clothes in a bag on their peg throughout the week, especially as, due to Covid, we can no longer provide 

spare clothes should these be needed.  It is also helpful if children in Penguins can have waterproofs with them in school 

for the same reasons. 

Flu Vaccination – If you have not already, please complete the online form to grant consent for your child to receive the 

flue vaccination: https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu You will need to enter the unique code for our 

school: OX144688.  If you would like any further information, please contact the school health nurses, either by phone+ 

01235 515503 or Flu.SchoolNurses@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk    

Y6 Secondary School Applications – a final reminder that secondary school applications should be made by 31st October 

2021 by visiting https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school 

Street Tag 

I have registered Northbourne as a Team in the first season of the Street Tag Oxfordshire School Games.  Street Tag is an 

app which aims to encourage walking and cycling, including to and from school. If we all work together to walk, cycle or 

scoot to school, we will earn points, move up the leaderboard, and could win a prize.  To get involved… 

1. Install the Street Tag app on the App Store or Play Store (or at www.streettag.co.uk); 

2. Join the school team using QR code; 

3. There can be up to 250 players in our school team;  

4. Record your distance walked by scanning virtual tags (each tag are worth 10 points on average) and 

converting your steps indoors or outdoors into points through the steps sync feature; you can then 

watch your total distance (points) accumulate and help us climb up on the School leaderboard; 

5. There will be prizes for the top 3 schools on the leaderboard. 

Have a look at the app if you get chance over half-term and hopefully you will be able to turn 

your holiday activities into points for our team. 

https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu
mailto:Flu.SchoolNurses@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school
http://www.streettag.co.uk/
http://www.streettag.co.uk/
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Reception Puffins will have Forest School the 

first Wednesday after half term (4th November).  

Please make sure your child comes suitably dressed 

for the weather. 


