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Parent consultation meetings 

Many thanks to everyone who has logged into Parentmail to make your appointment with your child’s class teacher for 

next week’s parent consultation meetings.  We hope these give you chance to discuss how your child has settled since 

September, and hear about their attainment and progress over the term.  On Monday, you will be Parentmailed the link 

you need to access your child’s meeting, so please look out for this and let Mrs. Cliff in the office if you do not receive it. 

Some pointers to help get ready for your meetings: 

• Please click into your meeting a little while ahead of your scheduled time to help teachers try their best to stick to 

timings.  If you have meetings for several children, you will need to click each different link ahead of each appointment. 

• To ensure teachers let the right adults into each meeting, please make sure your Zoom username matches either your 

name as held on our records or the name of your child.   

• If other adults are joining the same meeting, please email their name and username on Zoom to 

office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk by the end of Monday; again, this will help ensure teachers admit the right 

people to each meeting. 

• Please make sure your camera is turned on. 

• Please ensure you have adequate internet connectivity to try to minimise any technical issues. 

• Any paperwork discussed during the meeting – like your child’s Effort Report for most year groups – will be sent home 

with your child the day after your meeting. 

This is a new way of meeting for all of us, and staff have been working hard to ensure we can manage these effectively.  We 

hope they run smoothly, but will get in touch via other methods to let you know if we have any widespread technical 

difficulties.  As always, any feedback about the meetings and the information shared is always welcome. 

Google Classrooms 

Thanks to those of you who have been getting to grips with accessing and using your child’s Google Classroom.  This will be 

the platform we use should remote learning be needed for any of our bubbles (although we hope very much this won’t be 

the case!), so it would be great if you could start to use it now to get used to the look and feel of it.   

You can access your child’s virtual classroom here: https://classroom.google.com.  Usernames and passwords have already 

been sent home for pupils to access this (Reception upwards), so please get in touch if you don’t know where this is.  Mr. 

Guy, our Remote Learning Lead, has produced a brief user guide which we hope helps, and this is attached for this 

newsletter.  If you are struggling with any part of using Google Classroom, please get in touch as we are very happy to put 

together further guides to help. 

As mentioned in our last newsletter, we appreciate some of the difficulties caused by not being able to welcome parents 

and carers into school at drop-off and pick-up times at the moment, especially for our new pupils in Reception.  To help 

address this, Puffins, Swans and Nightingales are using their Google Classroom to share information about what they are 

learning – please log in and have a look so you know what to ask your child about in the evening.  At the moment, there is a 

presentation showing you how we teach Phonics, some great Forest School photos, and a plea for a lost jumper in amongst 

the 3 classrooms!  Please log in to have a look.  Current children logged in for each class are Puffins 12, Swans 10 

and Nightingales 14…see if you can help your child’s class get to 100% use first. 

Toys in school 

A polite reminder that toys should not accompany children into school – these include any soft toys attached to bags.  This 

is because our Covid risk assessment is based on minimising the number of belongings coming in and out of school, as well 

as issues caused by things being lost or broken.  Many thanks for your help with this. 
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Staffing news 

I am pleased to let you know we will be welcoming Mrs. Johnston, our Deputy Headteacher, back from her maternity leave 

next week.  As previously, Mrs. Johnston will work Wednesday – Friday and is really looking forward to meeting and getting 

to know the children and families who have joined Northbourne during her time away, as well as seeing those she does 

know again.  I know you will join me in welcoming her back, at the same time as thanking Mrs. Alleway and Miss Hill who 

have done superb jobs as Acting Headteachers during Mrs. Johnston’s absence.  I feel very fortunate to work in a school 

with such talented, hard-working and committed leaders to drive our ongoing school development…thank you to both of 

you. 

Phone issues 

Many apologies but we are having intermittent issues with the landlines in school at the moment.  If you call and the 

member of staff who answers is unable to hear you, please bear with us – if you can call back a few minutes later we 

should have had time to divert the phones to a mobile which will solve the problem in the short-term and allow us to hear 

you!  Thanks for your patience. 

Safeguarding Focus: WhatsApp 

As I’m sure many of you will know from your own use, WhatsApp is an instant messaging app which allows users to send 

messages, images and video in one-to-one and group chats with contacts.  It also allows you to share your live location. 

Private or Group Chats: WhatsApp lets you have private chats or group chats with up to 256 people. In group chats, people 

can be invited to join by you or by others in the group, if you have admin rights. This means your child could be added into a 

group chat with people they don’t know. 

It’s easy to add people you don’t know from group chats (or for them to add you). The tricky thing about group chats is that 

everyone in the chat can see your child’s phone number…even people who they don’t know or have added to contacts, 

meaning anyone could choose to contact your child separately. If this does happen then it’s important they block the 

number. 

WhatsApp has an official age rating of 16+.  We know that many of our Upper Key Stage Two pupils use WhatsApp as any 

disputes and issues have a tendency to be brought into school.  Please make sure you regularly check your child’s phone to 

look at what messages they are sending, which reinforces the importance of them behaving the same way online as they 

do ‘in real life’.   

More information is available at https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/whatsapp/  Have a look if you would like some 

tips about managing your child’s use of this. 

Reminders…. 

Wellies: Our site starts to get very muddy around this time of year.  Children in Nursery, Reception and Y1 continue to use their 

outdoor area for learning throughout the Winter; please ensure that children in Penguins, Puffins, Swans and Nightingales have 

named wellies in school everyday to help them access all of their planned curriculum.  This is especially the case at the moment 

when our ability to share items of clothing is limited by Coronavirus. 

Year 6 Secondary School Applications  

A reminder that secondary school applications should be made by 31st October 2021 by visiting 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-

school-place/secondary-

school 

 

 

Year 1 Puffins will have Forest School next 

Wednesday.  Please make sure your child comes 

suitably dressed for the weather. 

Future weeks: 
4th November: Reception Puffins 
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