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Covid Safety 

Thank you for your help in making sure that the change to our drop-off arrangements has, overall, worked well this week.  

A reminder that there is now one drop-off slot for all children, between 8:45 and 9am.  However, to allow us to 

ensure adults can socially distance, please do keep in mind that it is helpful to use all of this time slot rather than aiming to 

arrive at 8:45am; this is when the gate is at its busiest.  Your child will not be late if they arrive at 8:57am – learning will not 

have started without them.  Please do keep this in mind and help us stagger arrivals without having to go back to more 

formal drop-off times, as at the start of term. 

A number of parents have mentioned concerns about the queues along Cockcroft Road in the morning.  Aiming to arrive 

slightly later within the drop-off slot will help with this; however, should you find yourself queuing, please do make sure to 

remain a good distance away from other parents.  School staff, governors and I have no jurisdiction over queuing on the 

street and so cannot paint markers to help with this; in the absence of this, please help us by remaining mindful of the 

need to maintain distance from other parents.  Please also make sure to socially distance from each other and from school 

staff if you need to speak to them briefly when dropping off and picking up; we all have a responsibility to work together to 

ensure we can all remain healthy and safe, and social distancing at all times is a key part of how we are asked to do this. 

Parent consultation meetings 

We very much value the close links we have with parents and carers as we understand that, only by working together, will 

we ensure all of our pupils can achieve their very best academically, socially and emotionally.  We understand that it is 

much harder than usual at the moment to build these relationships, as it is much harder to arrange meetings and the usual 

incidental discussions we would have had during drop-offs and pick-ups are just not possible.  We hope the phase email 

addresses shared previously go some way towards helping you keep in touch with your child’s class teacher; these are 

shown below as a reminder should you have misplaced these. 

Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins, Swans and Nightingales lowerschool@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins and Wrens  Year2@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Please keep in mind that teachers cannot check emails during the teaching day, and I don’t expect them to have to respond 

to emails late into the evening.  Given this, if you have an urgent query, please feel free to call school and we will do our 

best to help.  As these email accounts are shared, please use the Subject header to name your child’s class / Maths teacher 

(as appropriate) to ensure these are picked up by the right member of staff as quickly as possible. 

To provide chance for you to hear in more detail how your child has settled in and how they are attaining, we are planning 

to follow the same pattern of parent consultation meetings as usual this year.  Currently, these are pencilled in for 21st and 

22nd October; 24th and 25th February; and 30th June and 1st July.  The first of these meetings is very likely to be held 

remotely; work is being carried out on what this will look like at the moment, and information will follow over the next 

couple of weeks.   
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Celebration assembly 

Over the last couple of weeks we have started to make use of conferencing software for virtual assemblies.  Children from 

Y2 upwards are currently joining together remotely for celebration assembly each Friday, congratulating our Learners and 

Stars of the Week and reflecting on what we have achieved together.  Previously, children enjoyed being able to bring in 

trophies, medals and certificates from home; while this won’t be possible to do physically at the moment, please do feel 

free to email any news, photos of trophies etc into me and we can celebrate these together in our virtual assembly. 

Attendance 

It has been great to see children returning to school and making such a happy and settled start to the new school year after 

the disruption we all had to manage from March onwards.  I have also been really pleased to see how high our attendance 

rates have been – over 96% for the term so far, well above the figures being reported nationally.  This really emphasises the 

value that you, as parents and carers, place on education, and hopefully reflects how happy your children are to come to 

school in the nurturing, purposeful environments teachers and teaching assistants work so hard to create in classrooms. 

Notwithstanding everyone’s current ongoing concerns around the transmission of Covid, it is, of course, typical for children 

to pick up sniffles, colds and other minor illnesses at this time of the year.  As long as you feel your child is well enough to 

be in school, and they do not have any of the 3 Covid symptoms (a new and continuous dry cough; a temperature; or a loss 

of, or change to, their sense of taste and / or smell), please do continue to ensure they are in school, ready to learn, to 

ensure they continue to have the highest possible levels of attendance.  

Wrap-around Care 

• We hope your children have enjoyed attending After-School Club so far this term; I am very grateful to Mrs. Kearsley, 

Miss Ritson and Mrs. Bradford for organising and running this provision.  From after half term, Get Active will run our 

after-school provision.  More information about this, including booking information, is included on the attached flyer.  

Please note the flexible payment options included – Childcare Vouchers and Tax Free Childcare will continue to be 

accepted.  The running of Morning Fun Club will continue unchanged. 

• Neighbourhood Kids will be running at Willowcroft Primary School over the October half term.  Again, please see the 

attached flyer for more details including booking information. 

School Photos 

A reminder that our photographer will be in school to take individual and sibling photos next Monday (28th September).  

Nightingales, Falcons, Eagles and Kestrels will not have PE as usual on this day, to enable pupils to come to school in their 

uniforms.  Please make sure that children all wear their full uniform ready for their pictures, and look out for proofs which 

will be sent home at a later date. 

Times Table Fact of the Week 

Our times table of the week this week is 2 x 3 = 6; please see the image 

to the left which will be displayed around school and is intended to 

help children develop a secure mental model and deep understanding 

of what this actually means. 

Rapid and fluent recall of times table facts is crucial to success in so 

many areas of maths, and helping your child master these is a great 

way you can help them attain as highly as possible.  As outlined in the 

Homework Policy information sent home for children in Y2 upwards, 

regular use of the Times Table Rock Stars website, which we subscribe to for pupils, will really help them learn and retain 

these facts.  Please check you have your child’s log in and get in touch using the class email addresses if you don’t have this.  

Miss Rawcliffe (our Maths Subject Leader), your child’s class teacher or I would be more than happy to answer any 

questions you have about times table learning.  
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Remote learning 

Over the last three weeks we have been busy trying to find out where children are with their learning after the lengthy 

period of school closure.  Many thanks to all of you for the work you have done at home over this time – we can clearly see 

that you have worked really hard at listening to children read, helping them with home learning as much as you were able, 

and keeping them safe and happy.  Staff and I are confident that the vast majority of pupils are in a really strong position 

because of this, and we will continue to work hard to ensure they make the best possible progress during the rest of the 

year. 

We are currently considering the approach we will take to any remote learning that may be needed in the future, reflecting 

on the way we provided learning materials during lockdown and refining and improving this.  Staff had to learn how to use 

Google Classrooms essentially overnight in March; we now have time to prepare and develop an approach which we can 

start quickly using in the, hopefully unlikely, event that a school bubble or family group are told to self-isolate.   

To help us with this we would really value your views and opinions on a couple of focused questions which will be sent out 

(to children in years 2-6) on a Parentmail Form.  If you can spare some time to think about these, we would be very 

grateful. 

Year 6 Secondary School Applications  

A reminder that secondary school applications should be made by 31st October 2021 by visiting 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school 

Secondary virtual tours: 

Aureus Secondary 
School:  

Thursday 1st  October 5pm  
Bookings at http://www.aureusschool.org/548/open-events 
Open mornings (which are the same as the Open Evening) will run on each day w/b 
12th October. These are bookable from the same link above.  

Didcot Girls’ School:  Wednesday 30th September, 4:30pm and 6pm  
Bookings at http://didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/327/open-events-and-admissions  

St Birinus School:  Tuesday 29th September, 6pm and 7:30pm  
Bookings at admissions@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

 

Reception Year Swans will have Forest School next 

Wednesday.  Please make sure your child comes 

suitably dressed for the weather. 

Future weeks: 
7th October: Year 1 Nightingales 
14th October: Reception Nightingales 
21st October: Year 1 Puffins 
4th November: Reception Puffins 
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