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Covid Safety 

Thanks for your ongoing co-operation and understanding around the changes to school routines we have had to make to 

ensure we are doing what we can to minimise the spread of Coronavirus.  Because arrangements for morning drop-off have 

worked so effectively, and adults dropping off have flowed well around the site, we are able to simplify the start of the day. 

From Monday next week, there will be one drop-off slot for all children, between 8:45 and 9am. 

Within this, we ask that Key Stage Two children are all in their classrooms by 8:50am.  Children in Nursery, Reception, Y1 

and Y2 can arrive at any time within this period, as long as they are in class by 9am.  We hope this will help make things 

easier if you are dropping off more than one child, but will have to review the effectiveness of this change to make sure 

arrival at school continues to allow social distancing on the school site.  To help make this change successful, please keep in 

mind: 

• Pupils in Y5 and 6 continue to arrive on site unaccompanied; children in Y3 and 4 are also welcome to make their own 

way to their classrooms from the main gate should parents choose; 

• Only one person to drop off and pick up – please note, as this is intended to limit the number of people on-site at any 

point, this applies to older siblings too; 

• All children to continue to make their way into their class unaccompanied as they currently do; 

• Adults dropping off and picking up continue to flow one-way around the school site, exiting through the car park; 

• We are aware that one of the main bottlenecks on site is at the entrance to the Foundation Stage garden where 

parents of children in both Swans and Nightingales need to drop off.  Please be particularly mindful of maintaining 

social distancing at this point as we are limited in other ways to tackle this issue. 

Many thanks for your help with this.  At the moment, we are not making any changes to arrangements at the end of the 

day and collection times remain as they currently are.  

A final point for pick up and drop off – please make sure that you park considerately, and turn your cars off if waiting for 

your child – idling emits harmful gases where parents and young children are waiting.  Thank you for your help with this.   

Scooters and bikes: A reminder that bikes and scooters should not be ridden onto or off the school site.  If you carry a bike 

or scooter round to collect your child, please make sure this is pushed or carried off-site to avoid accidents.   

School attendance: In line with current government advice, children should not attend school if they have a new and 

continuous dry cough; a temperature; or a loss of, or change to, their sense of taste and / or smell.  If this is the case, 

please call 111 to talk through the symptoms your child is experiencing and discuss what to do.   

We are very aware that we are entering cold and flu season and that children are already picking up colds and other more 

minor illnesses now they are once again spending time with other children.  If your child has a cold but is not showing any 

of the three symptoms above, and they are well enough to learn, please bring them to school as usual.  If you are unsure, 

111 have been useful in advising some parents and helping distinguish between Covid symptoms and those related to other 

illnesses. 

Robins and Wrens news… 

In addition to the information on the curriculum newsletter, we would like to let you know that on Friday 23rd October we 

will be celebrating our learning this term by having a Pirate Day to celebrate. We will have different activities on the day 

that will build on the learning from the term and it would be wonderful if the children could come dressed up. This could be 

as a pirate or mermaid and can be as simple as jeans and a t-shirt if you don’t already have something. We won’t be able to 

allow children to bring anything that can’t be worn all day, such as eye patches or swords. This is in order to prevent items 

being shared or left around. Please do send an email if you have any questions. 
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Year 6 Secondary School Applications 

If your child is in Y6, you should have received information from us this week about the process for applying for secondary 

schools.  If you have not received this, please get in touch.  More information is available here 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school, and please keep in mind that the 

closing date for applications is 31st October 2021.  

Secondary virtual tours:  
 

Aureus Secondary School: Thursday 1st October 5pm 
Bookings at http://www.aureusschool.org/548/open-events 
Open mornings (which are the same as the Open Evening) will run on each day w/b 12th 
October.  These are bookable from the same link above. 

Didcot Girls’ School:  
 

Wednesday 30th September, 4:30pm and 6pm 
Bookings at http://didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/327/open-events-and-admissions 
 
 

St Birinus School: Tuesday 29th September, 6pm and 7:30pm 
Bookings at admissions@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 
 

 

School Photos 

As previously communicated, our photographer will be in school next Monday (28th September).  Nightingales, Falcons, 

Eagles and Kestrels will not have PE as usual on this day, to enable pupils to come to school in their uniforms.   

Safeguarding: Staying Safe Online 

The app TikTok has been in the news consistently during and since lockdown, and we are aware that many of our older 

pupils seem to have accounts.  TikTok is a social media platform that lets users create, share and view 60 second videos, 

browse videos from other users, and interact online.  It is worth keeping in mind that TikTok has a 13+ official age rating; 

accounts are automatically public, allowing what children post to be viewed by other users.  NetAware rates TikTok as 

medium risk for exposing users to sexual and violent content and bullying, and high risk for exposure to drink, drugs and 

crime.  As always, please talk to your child openly and honestly about their use of apps and social media if they have a 

smart phone; NetAware also has a set of tips specifically related to TikTok which are well worth a careful look: 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/tiktok/#topTipsBlock 
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