
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

I am pleased to confirm that, in line with government advice, we are able to go ahead with our plan to reopen to 

groups of children in Reception, Y1 and Y6 from tomorrow as communicated at the end of last term.  Many thanks to 

those of you who got in touch after my previous letter to let me know your intentions around whether your child will 

return at this point; I would like to reiterate that you have my full trust in making what I know is a very difficult 

decision, and my support whatever you decide to do.  After this week, the ‘bubbles’ we have set up will not ‘close’; 

should you decide your child will not come back now but change your mind as the national situation hopefully 

continues to improve, you are very welcome to bring them back to school as part of the bubble previously 

communicated to you – that space will be kept for them throughout the term.   

This letter is intended to reiterate some of the key points in my lengthy letter last week to help the return to school 

run as smoothly as possible.  As with any new systems and procedures, we may face some teething problems; 

hopefully these will be minimal and quickly resolved, but please bear with us if anything doesn’t work as well as we 

would hope right from the outset. 

Timetable for weeks 1 and 2 

Group Day Arrival time Departure time Classroom 

Reception Gp 1 Wed 3rd, Mon 8th, 
Tues 9th June 

9 – 9:10am 2:40 – 2:50pm Puffins 

Reception Gp 2 Thurs 4th, Tues 9th, 
Wed 10th June 

9 – 9:10am 2:40 – 2:50pm Swans 

Reception Gp 3 Fri 4th, Wed 10th, 
Thurs 11th June 

9 – 9:10am 2:40 – 2:50pm Puffins 

Y1 Gp 1 Wed 3rd, Mon 8th, 
Tues 9th June 

8:50 – 9am 2:50 – 3pm Nightingales 

Y1 Gp 2 Thurs 4th, Tues 9th, 
Wed 10th June 

8:50 – 9am 2:50 – 3pm Wrens 

Y1 Gp 3 Fri 4th, Wed 10th, 
Thurs 11th June 

8:50 – 9am 2:50 – 3pm Nightingales 

Y6 Gp 1  
(Kites) 

Wed 3rd, Mon 8th, 
Tues 9th June 

8:40 – 8:50am 3pm Kites 

Y6 Gp 2  
(Eagles) 

Thurs 4th, Tues 9th, 
Wed 10th June 

8:40 – 8:50am 3pm Owls 

Y6 Gp 3  
(Kestrels) 

Fri 4th, Wed 10th, 
Thurs 11th June 

8:40 – 8:50am 3pm Kites 

Key Worker / 
Emergency Provision 

Days as booked 8:40 – 8:50am 3pm Hall doors 

 

To help us with social distancing, please stick rigidly to these start and end time ‘windows’ to help us limit the 

number of adults on site.  We request one parent only accompanies children in YR and Y1 to school, and that Y6 

Northbourne CE (A) Primary School 
Cockcroft Road 

Didcot 
Oxfordshire OX11 8LJ 

 
Headteacher: Mr. P. Shaughnessy 

 

Phone: (01235) 817744 
 

office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 
www.northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

mailto:office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/


 

children enter the site on their own.  Staff will be available this week to help direct you around the site so we can 

implement a one-way flow of adults and avoid the need to congregate. 

To support social distancing, we ask parents and carers do not enter the school building at any point unless 

absolutely unavoidable.  We will have children (in YR and Y1) ready for you to collect at the time stated above and 

will do our best to make sure children have everything with them to avoid you having to come into classrooms.  You 

can support this by only sending what is absolutely necessary to school, and allowing as much as possible to be left in 

the building to avoid this having to be wiped and re-wiped each day (more information below). 

This means that, unfortunately, staff will have limited ability to help with any children finding it hard to separate 

from who is dropping them off.  Staff always try to help support with any difficulties along these lines but the need to 

make sure we are able to socially distance will make this very difficult.  Thank you for your understanding with this.  

Equipment 

• A full, named water bottle 

• A snack (fruit or veg only please) for the morning – free fruit and veg deliveries have not yet resumed 

• Packed lunch if not able to have a school meal – preferably not in a lunch box but in a named disposable bag or box 

• A named packet of tissues or sanitiser 

• If your child can apply it themselves, a named bottle of suncream.  If they can’t apply this, please apply this before school, 

making sure to use a long-lasting product.  Children will be outside as much as possible over the next few weeks. 

• For children in YR and Y1, a change of clothes in a named bag in case of any accidents. 

• Please return any prescribed medication, such as inhalers, that children brought home when school closed.  As usual, non-

prescribed medication should not be sent to school; if medical information has changed since March, please email or call the 

office so can update our records 

• Book bag – we will continue to send reading scheme books home (in as hygienically-managed way as possible) given the 

central importance of ensuring children continue to make progress with their reading during the rest of this school year, so 

please make sure book bags and reading books are brought to school as they normally would be 

• We ask Y6 pupils do not bring mobile phones, and ask that scooters and bikes are not brought to school – at least initially – 

as these create another reason for children and adults to potentially congregate.  There is not a problem in riding a scooter 

or bike to school if it can then be taken back home for the day rather than stored on the school site  

• Please do not send pencil cases, special toys, PE kits or anything else from home  

• All children, including the Key Worker group, should now wear normal school uniform with the exception of shoes, where 

trainers will be fine for the rest of the year. 

Reporting absence 

If your child is in YR, Y1 or Y6, they are not yet returning, and we haven’t been informed of this by email or phone 

call, we will call you on the first day they would otherwise be in school to confirm this with you and make sure you 

are well – as we ordinarily would on the first day of any absence.  We will then record their ongoing absence in the 

register to avoid calling you each subsequent day. 

If your child returns to school and is then unwell or unable to attend on any day, please report this as you usually 

would – that is, an answer phone message or a call to the school office. 

If your child does not return yet and you subsequently would like them to, a little advance notice (preferably a week) 

would help us ensure appropriate numbers of resources etc are prepared.  You can let us know with an email to the 

office (office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk) or a phone call (01235 817744).  If you aren’t able to do this, please 

be assured we won’t turn children away!  However, it will help with our planning. 

School meals 

Please help us ensure our slightly more complicated than usual lunchtime processes can run as effectively as possible 

by ordering all lunches in advance using the form you will have been Parentmailed.  Thanks for your help with this. 
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Contact details 

It will be more important than ever for us to be able to get in touch with you as quickly as possible should we have to 

close a bubble for any reason, or should a child fall ill.  With this in mind, please let us know of any changes to 

contact details as soon as you can – as with other contact, an email or a phone call to the office, rather than a visit in 

person please. 

Finally…. 

We all know this will be a very anxious time for you.  You and your children will be worried about what school and 

classrooms will look like, in light of media reports, and you will be concerned about your child potentially having a 

different teacher at this point in the school year.  We know children will be very understandably nervous too – so 

please feel free to share this brief message from us, if you think it appropriate. 

If you are returning this week, I hope to see you at some point.  If not, I hope you stay well and can continue to use 

the Home Learning materials staff are continuing to produce – these are online and on Google Classrooms as usual.  

As always, feel free to send any questions or queries you may have.  Best wishes, 

Paul Shaughnessy


