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I hope you have all had a good week.  I know I speak for all staff when I say it has been a pleasure to see those of you whose 

children have been able to return to school for slightly more time this week; your positive, supportive comments are really 

appreciated by all of us.  The children who have returned have quickly picked up the slightly different routines and processes we 

have in place, but hopefully these haven’t caused any anxiety at home.  It seems that the sanitizer points around school are a 

particular highlight for lots of us as we move around the building! 

For next week, the pattern of days and times each bubble is in school will remain as it was last week; a reminder of this is below.  

It is likely these days for each group will now remain fixed beyond next week, but I will communicate any changes to these at the 

earliest possible point.   

Please do help us implement as many control measures as we possibly can by continuing to stick to the drop-off and pick-up 

times below, and avoiding congregating on site before or after school as this means we are not able to meet social distancing 

requirements.  Thank you for understanding that it is not possible to have lengthy discussions with teachers at the classroom 

door; I know that staff usually make as much time as needed to chat to parents at the start and end of the day, but the need to 

space out the arrival of children and maintain a flow of adults around the site means this is not possible at the moment.  If you 

need to have a longer discussion with the teacher working with your child at the moment, the best way to get in touch is through 

the email accounts listed below.  Your child’s teacher will get in touch with you as soon as possible, and will happily arrange a 

mutually convenient time for a telephone discussion if this is easier.  Alternatively, pop past the office and use the intercom on 

your way out of school and we will do our best to help. 

Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th Wednesday 17th and Thursday 18th 

Reception Group 1 (Mrs. Fisher) 

Y1 Group 1 (Miss Kellock) 

Y6 Kites 

Reception Group 2 (Mrs. Dyer) 

Y1 Group 2 (Miss Rawcliffe) 

Y6 Eagles 

Reception Group 3 (Mrs. Wyard) 

Y1 Group 3 (Mrs. Alleway) 

Y6 Kestrels 

 

I know Gavin Williamson’s announcement that children in the year groups not yet attending school are unlikely to return before 

September will have caused lots of anxiety.  I am as disappointed as I know lots of you are at this news.  We want nothing more 

than children to be able to return to school and resume their learning, at the earliest possible time.  While we will do our best to 

explore all possibilities for being able to welcome more children back, I know you appreciate the logistics that complicate this.  

While children need to be taught in half-sized classes, we simply do not have enough adults or classrooms to make it feasible that 

more children can be on-site.  We are considering a number of options, none of which are especially straightforward or without 

drawbacks; however, please be assured that, if there is any way further groups of children can return to school for part of this 

term, we will do our best to make this happen. 

Teachers continue to work especially hard.  I am sure you will know the vast majority of our staff are in school throughout the 

week; those teaching a bubble are also helping to teach the Key Worker group for several days.  In addition, they are continuing 

to set home learning activities, check Google Classrooms, and comment on work submitted by children, as well as writing end-of-

year reports which will be shared with you before what would have been the end of term.  We are very fortunate to have a team 

of staff who have embraced the challenge of ensuring as many children as possible can return to school, and have gone about 

this in a proactive, sensible and enthusiastic way.  Whilst I understand the frustrations so many of you feel around trying to 

 Arrival time Pick-up time Classroom 

Reception  9 – 9:10am 2:40 – 2:50pm Puffins and Swans 

Y1 8:50 – 9am 2:50 – 3pm Wrens and Nightingales 

Y6 8:40 – 8:50am 3pm onwards Kites and Owls 

Key Workers 8:40 – 8:50am 3pm onwards Hall doors 
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support your children at home while working yourselves, I know you will want to join me in passing on thanks for the job our 

staff are working so hard to do. 

Summer Reading Challenge 

We usually welcome staff from Didcot Library into school to launch the Summer Reading Challenge around this time of the school 

year.  This year, the challenge has already started (a month or so earlier than usual) and has moved online. This annual challenge 

is aimed at children aged 4 to 11 and encourages them to keep reading during the holidays.  Children can set their personal 

reading challenge for the summer and as they read, they will collect virtual rewards. 

The challenge is now live and runs until late September and is completely free. You can sign your children up for the challenge 

at www.sillysquad.org.uk . 

As I have mentioned in previous newsletters, you are still able to download eBooks and eAudio from Oxfordshire Libraries e-

lending platforms. To become a library member and borrow eBooks for free, join online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.  

Good luck with the challenge, and do email or use your Google Classroom to let your teacher know how you are getting on. 

Oxfordshire Young Musician 

The County Music Service are seeking Oxfordshire’s best young musicians to be part of their debut virtual competition.  To enter, 

you need to email a video of you performing a piece of your choosing; these will then be shared on social media 

(@OxMusicService) to showcase the musical talent in Oxfordshire! 

Applications are free and there will be prizes for each of the 4 age groups (5-8yrs, 9-11yrs, 12-15yrs, 16-20yrs), alongside one 

overall winner. Participants must be between the age of 5-20 years-old on 6th July 2020 and live within Oxfordshire. The closing 

date for entries is 5pm on 6th July 2020. 

To apply, choose your favourite piece (this can be any style or genre, between 2 and 5 minutes, and can include a backing track 

or accompaniment)…practise, practise, practise (you can work on it with your teacher for more guidance)…video yourself 

performing it…and then email the video to OCMS.mediaconsent@oxfordshire.gov.uk with the subject ‘VIRTUAL YOUNG 

MUSICIAN COMPETITION - CHILD NAME - AGE’. 

I know we have a great amount of musical talent at Northbourne, so if you have been busy practising while we have been away 

from school this might be a great way to share how much progress you have made.  Good luck! 

Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins and Swans reception@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins, Wrens and Nightingales keystageone@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk, 07572 898213

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 
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