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I hope you are all keeping well and managing to juggle working and childcare effectively at this difficult time.   All of us at 

Northbourne are very conscious of the additional stresses you will be facing at this time, and remain keen to help with 

anything we can.  Contact details are below, and more information about sources of help is included elsewhere in the 

newsletter. 

Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins and Swans reception@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins, Wrens and Nightingales keystageone@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Home learning 

I know that many of you will be concerned about how much learning and ‘work’ your children are expected to complete at 

this time.  We know that you are not qualified teachers, and that, even if willing, you won’t have the time to deliver a full 

curriculum to your children.  Similarly, we are aware that some planned tasks, provided by school staff, help to pass the 

time and fill the days while you get on with what you need to do.  This is a delicate balance for school staff to strike – no-

one in any school in the country has done this before.  As your circumstances are all so unique to your household, it is not 

possible to provide solutions that will work perfectly for everyone.   

We are now entering what would have been the school holidays anyway, and this would be a good time to stick to 

whatever leisure activities you had planned, where these remain possible.  On or before what would have been the start of 

term 5, we will provide information about learning for children to complete at home should, as seems likely, schools not be 

able to return.   

What this will look like: We are aiming to provide a weekly menu of activities in reading, writing, spelling, maths and the 

non-core curriculum for children to work through during the week.  Acknowledging the points above, this will likely take 

the form of a flexible approach to allow you to timetable a week of learning which works for you.  If you and your children 

can manage all of the activities, that will be great…but we will not be imposing ‘deadlines’, which we appreciate could 

create more stresses for some families.  If any of the activities are not completed, we will understand. 

How this will be sent: Work will be sent via Parentmail, uploaded on our website, and much of it also included in your 

child’s Google Classroom.  Key Stage One and some Key Stage Two classes are already using this; if you are not, more 

information will follow.  Please dig your child’s log in details out of the information sent home when we finished school; 

log-ins are also included in reading diaries for some children. 

How this will be structured: The work sent will be a combination of focused activities, suggested learning, and signposts to 

online resources which you could use should you need further ideas.  We hope this flexibility will be useful.  I would like to 

stress that, typically, learning at this time will not tend to be new learning; it will be consolidation of what children have – 

or should have – already learned, either this year or earlier in their curriculum.  This acknowledges that you are not trained 

teachers; it is also understood and acknowledged by the Government in their decision to immediately cancel national tests 

and exams, as there is no way learning can realistically and meaningfully continue in the way it would have in school during 

this time.  
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What to focus on consolidating: As well as tackling some of the ideas sent home, this is a perfect time to hone key skills 

that we know parents can have a huge impact with: 

• Reading – the main thing to continue with to ensure children can practise their decoding and comprehension skills.  

Please remember that recommended reading lists are included on our website, and that you can access free online 

books at oxfordowl.co.uk 

• Rapid recall of number facts, including times tables (see table below for information about which tables need to be 

known– and keep in mind ‘knowing’ means recalling rapidly, out of order, and using the fact to state the 

corresponding division fact, so, for example 3 x 4 = 12 -> 12 ÷ 4 = 3) 

• Telling the time (again, expectations for this outlined below – but feel free to surpass your child’s year group 

targets) 

• Spelling every word on the high frequency / statutory word lists for your child’s year group – these were sent home 

in a handwriting booklet, but handwriting was not the only purpose of including this booklet.  Your child needs to 

be able to confidently spell the 100 or so words linked to their year group – and this would be an ideal use of time, 

if these were chunked up and a number of those your child does not yet know set to be learned during the week 

• Reading measuring scales accurately and, for pupils in Key Stage Two, converting between units of measure (that is, 

knowing 0.5kg is 500 grams) 

• Self-help skills: for younger children, for example, toileting, dressing and fastening clothes; for older children, 

maybe tying shoelaces; for Upper Key Stage Two pupils, planning their own day to achieve tasks you have set for 

them, using those set by teachers and anything you would like them to complete in addition to this.  

I hope this is a helpful guide as to what to expect as the closure of schools continues and things start to become potentially 

even more challenging.  We are available on email should you want any clarification or have further questions – during the 

normal school term (ie outside of the Easter holiday) a member of your child’s teaching team will be in touch as soon as 

they can to follow up any queries.  Please, though, consider what is manageable in your circumstances and make this 

approach work for you. 

Safeguarding  

Staying safe online:  I appreciate that, at the moment, your child will inevitably be making greater use of websites to guide their 

learning than is usually the case.  Please make sure you continue to carefully monitor your child's use of the Internet and 

check the appropriateness of websites they are using.  If you or your child have any concerns, you can report this to CEOP 

(Child Exploitation and Online Protection) by clicking here.  Our Acceptable Use agreements are used in school to help 

children understand how to use the internet safely; these are attached to this newsletter for your reference.  The NPSCC 

website has a wide range of advice and resources for keeping your child safe online.  Please click here for more 

information. 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy: Our Safeguarding Policy has been updated to reflect the different circumstances 

we are currently working and learning in.  Please have a look at this on our website for further information. 

Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk, 07572 898213 

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection-Policy-March-2020-Update.pdf
mailto:head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk
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Additional help: 

• We are aware that some of our families may now find themselves in different circumstances to those they were in a month 

ago.  We are still able to check eligibility for Free School Meals; if you think your child may now be entitled to these, please 

contact us at office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk, and we will send you a short form to fill in that will allow us to 

complete this check. 

• If you need short-term help, I am able to issue Food Bank vouchers.  Please get in touch using my email address, on the first 

page of this newsletter, and I will be able to arrange for these to be provided as soon as possible. 

• If you have pre-payment meters at home and are struggling to top these up, information is available here: 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply/get-help-paying-your-bills/you-cant-afford-to-top-

up-your-prepayment-meter/ 

• A document pulling together some of the useful information and advice for parents which continues to be published is 

attached; this contains some useful tips, so please have a read through if you or your children are finding things particularly 

tricky.  

National Curriculum expectations:  

Times Tables 

Reception 
• Begin to count in steps of 10, 5 and 2. 

• Double and halve. 

Year 1 • Secure counting in steps of 10, 5 and 2. 

Year 2 
• Recall the 10, 5 and 2 times tables and begin to recall related division facts. 

• Count in steps of 3. 

Year 3 • Recall the 3, 4, 8 and 11 times tables and related division facts. 

Year 4 
• Recall the 6, 7, 9, 12 times tables and related division facts. 

• Consolidate recall of all times tables and division facts up to 12x12. 

Year 5 and 6 • Rapid recall of all times tables and division facts up to 12x12, including decimal equivalents. 

 

Time 

Year 1 • Sequence events in chronological order using key vocabulary: before, after, next, yesterday, tomorrow, morning, 
afternoon, evening. 

• Use language relating to dates: days of the week, weeks, months and years. 

• Tell the time to the hour and half past (analogue clock) and draw hands on a clock to show these. 
 

Year 2 • By the end of Y2, children should be fluent in telling the time on analogue clocks and recording this. 

• Compare and sequence intervals of time. 

• Tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past and to the hour. 

• Know the number of minutes in an hour and hours in a day. 

Year 3 • By the end of Y3, pupils should use both analogue and digital clocks. 

• Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including Roman Numerals from I to XII and 12- and 24-hour 
clocks. 

• Estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute. 

• Use vocabulary including o’clock, am, pm, morning, noon, midnight. 

• Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in a month, year and leap year. 

• Compare durations of events. 
 

Year 4 • Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks. 

• Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks to days. 
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