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I hope you are all well and have had a good week.  I am sure this week – our first fully using Google Classroom for children in Y1 
and above, and trying to support learning in a range of new and different ways  – has had many highs and lows (to put it mildly).  
This is the same for staff; we are all learning how to best use Google Classroom alongside you, so please bear with us if there are 
technical hitches!  Your kind words of thanks where things have gone smoothly have been very appreciated, and your feedback 

about how effectively staff are starting to use electronic methods of communication to keep in touch with you and your children 
is really encouraging.  This shows that we are managing to find the right path. 

Dan, our IT consultant, is helping us quickly become proficient in the features of Google Classroom.  For next week’s work, staff 
will upload as many documents they can as Google Docs – this file format allows pupils to type their responses directly into the 

document for staff to see, rather than requiring documents to be downloaded, completed in Word, and then scanned / 
photographed to be shared.  It also avoids issues of different families not having the same software packages on laptops and 
devices at home.  Hopefully, this will be a small change that potentially makes a large difference to you helping your children 

work through the activities sent to you. 

Another tech tip from Dan: if you are using your iPad or phone to access Classrooms, downloading the Google Classroom, Google 
Docs and Google Sheets apps will help you view the work being set with fewer potential issues.  

Thank you for ensuring that your children are using the communication stream in Google Classroom safely and effectively.  The 
stream is intended to allow children to comment on the work their friends are producing, or to ask any questions about what 

they are learning – not to socialise more generally.  I have visited all classrooms throughout the week, and it is great to see that 
children understand this and are using the communication functions to keep in touch by talking about the work being set by 

teachers. 

Your input to the effectiveness of electronic learning remains vital, though; you are the people using the materials and plans we 
are sending home!  With this in mind, please use the email addresses below to keep in touch with us, and continue to check the 
Home Learning section of the website where I upload any helpful guidance or advice which comes into school.  We are here to 

help in whatever way we can, and are always open to suggestions of things that will help or make things easier.  In addition, I am 
working in school most days each week, so please call using the office number if I can help with anything; if I am away from my 

desk, leave a message and I will get back to you as soon as I can.   

Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins and Swans reception@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins, Wrens and Nightingales keystageone@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk, 07572 898213

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 
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Home learning 

Thanks to those of you who have been in touch with myself or your child’s class teachers this week to share your frustrations and 
exasperations of trying to help your children learn (we’ve all seen the memes!).  Whilst we can’t be there to help you directly, we 
are always happy to share tips and advice and lend a sympathetic ear – we all know how difficult this situation is.  Please 
continue to email us and ask any questions.  Some common issues which are being shared, along with a couple of suggestions 
(which aren’t magic wands, I am afraid!)… 

Why won’t my child do their best work for me? 

Teachers have magical powers that help ensure they know exactly what children are capable of, and how to make sure they 
produce work to this standard (as much of the time as possible).  However, even for trained teachers, this is one of the hardest 
parts of our job to get right.  At this time, we would say please don’t panic if you know your child can do better than they 
currently are.  Slightly below par work is better than no work – and please remember that this won’t mean your child is falling 
behind where they need to be.  As I have said in previous newsletters, this is not a time for huge amounts of new learning but of 
consolidation and practise.  Everyone is in the same boat…so, on our return, teachers will plan how to help address the 
curriculum that has been missed for all children. 

Having said that, please use sharing your child’s work with their class teacher through email or Google Classroom as a motivator, 
if this works.  We are happy to let them know we think they can do better, if that is appropriate / helpful…but also, and more 
importantly, to send some praise where work has been completed well and children are working hard.  (Just please keep in mind 
that teachers are still working on planning and other responsibilities if you don’t get an immediate response). 

Why won’t my child focus and concentrate? 

Home learning is far more intense than learning in a classroom with 29 other children.  The school day includes assemblies, 
breaks, lunch, stories and time chatting with friends – it is naturally broken up into small chunks.  Do the same at home – little-
and-often, with downtime / rewards in between work, is ideal.   Think of when your child concentrates best – first thing?  After 
eating?  In 10 minute bursts?  Use this to structure their day in the way that, as adults, we learn when we are at our most 
productive. 

Why is my child refusing to write / read / do Maths? 

As adults, we typically try to avoid or put off activities we find more challenging or less interesting – children are the same.  In 
school, we can draw on rewards and sanctions to help address this – and we have fewer distractions that children might want to 
engage with when they should be hard at work.  Having said that, keeping practising key skills in reading, writing and maths is 
crucial, even during this time of disruption.  With this in mind, consider writing your child’s timetable with them at the start of 
the day or week, being clear about what you expect them to do but asking them to help you plan when these activities will be 
completed.  If this can include clear rewards and treats – however small – all the better.  However, a note of caution – if you say 
there is no screen time until writing is done, be prepared to have to stick to this, in spite of any tantrums! 

At the end of the day, though, if an activity or subject is causing endless battles….please, please don’t worry.  There is always 
“more than one way to skin a cat” – I have seen some ingenious ideas for alternative approaches to practising spellings shared in 
Google Classrooms this week!  The activities we send are suggestions…if you find good ways to practise the same skills that feel 
less like work, all the better.   

Finally, keep in touch with us – teachers are here to help, and know your children well.  They will be happy to make suggestions 
and support with anything we can.  

I don’t know what an embedded clause / this method for division / the difference between Ancient Greece and Sparta 
myself!  How can I teach it? 

We know how challenging the primary curriculum is nowadays!  Teachers are aiming to provide any resources linked to 
background knowledge children (and adults!) might need…as well as sharing links to websites which cover what you need to 
know. It is always good for children to know that adults don’t know everything, too, so please be honest and say if you aren’t 
sure…and then Google or email us to ask for help! 
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Thank you… 

Erin and Lucas would like to say a massive thank you to everyone that bought cakes on the last day of school. We raised 
£102 for DSO which is fantastic with everything that is going on.  We miss everyone at Northbourne, stay safe and see you 
all soon. 

 

 

 


