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I hope you have all made the most of what would have been the Easter break, and been able to have something of a rest 
despite the circumstances we find ourselves in.  Thank you for continuing to keep in touch with school staff over the last 
two weeks; we all very much value hearing how you are getting on and are enjoy keeping in touch about what children 

have been learning and doing over the last month.   

Given yesterday’s announcement from the government that lockdown arrangements will remain in place for another three 
weeks, staff are ready to move to the next stage of our approach to supporting you with home learning.  More details 

about this are below; please read through carefully, and let me know if you have any questions which aren’t covered.  As I 
have said before, this approach is obviously new for all of us; please bear with us if there are any teething problems, and 

share any feedback.  We are all committed to helping and supporting you the best way we can between now and our 
return to something more like the way we usually work.    

I am acutely aware that this situation will be creating particular difficulties for some families in our community.  Remember, 
we can continue to carry out checks for Free School Meal eligibility (which will then entitle you to a lunch, delivered each 
day by our kitchen team), and I can issue Food Bank vouchers.  Please get in touch using the contact details below if I can 

help with this, or with anything else. 

Mr. Shaughnessy Head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Office office.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Nursery penguins@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk  

Puffins and Swans reception@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Robins, Wrens and Nightingales keystageone@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks  lowerkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

Kites, Eagles and Kestrels upperkeystagetwo@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Key safeguarding contacts: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Paul Shaughnessy, head.3852@northbourne.oxon.sch.uk, 07572 898213

Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH): 0345 0507666 

NSPCC: 0808 8005000 

Childline: 0800 1111 
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Home learning 

As explained in my last newsletter, from the start of next week staff will provide a weekly menu of activities in reading, 
writing, spelling, maths and the non-core curriculum for children to work through.  There will be no deadlines for work to 
be returned to staff by and no expectation that all of the activities are completed each week.  However, as part of a daily 
timetable of activities – also including some time outside, some time playing, working on hobbies and so on – we hope that 
these activities will help children consolidate and practise their knowledge and skills while we are not able to teach face-to-
face.  Please aim to complete SOME of the activities each week, even if you cannot manage all of them in your 
household timetables; this will help your children hone and retain their key skills ready for our return to more normal 
arrangements.  

Work will be uploaded onto our website (https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/home-learning/), Parentmailed to you, and (for 
children in Y1 upwards) uploaded into your child’s Google Classroom.  We hope this allows you all to access what we have 
planned.  From next week, we will aim to send this work to you on Friday to enable you to look through this ahead of the 
following week.  As this week is the end of the Easter holiday, for this week, you will either be sent this today or on Monday 
morning.  Please don’t worry if you don’t receive this today; it will be with you as soon as possible. 

To access your child’s Google Classroom, please go to classroom.google.com.  You will then be asked to enter a code 
specific to each class.  You will be sent a Parentmail with your child’s class access code later this afternoon, so please watch 
out for these. 

If you have any problems with access, or do not have your child’s log in details, please use the email addresses at the start 
of this newsletter to get in touch and we will do our best to help.  For safeguarding purposes, please ensure children do not 
use their school Google email address to set up accounts in other apps or websites.  It should only be used for Google 
Classrooms and to access their work when back in school.   

We appreciate access to devices might be difficult if you have more than one child!  Please use the resources flexibly – for 
example, reading out one of the writing prompts and getting your child to record their response into an exercise book.  
Similarly, if you can and would like to, you might choose to print any resources so children can work offline and access to 
devices can then be shared.  There is no expectation that any work will be completed electronically…please adapt and 
make this approach work for you as best it can.  

As I said last time, your home circumstances are all unique; the amount of work you are able to support your children with 
will vary significantly.  We have tried to keep this in mind when planning this approach to home learning.  You know best 
how your children are coping, and how much work is reasonable to expect them to complete, so please use your discretion 
when thinking about how best to approach this learning.  Keep in mind that staff are happy to help with any issues and 
would love to see the work you complete; please use the email addresses at the start of the newsletter and your child’s 
Google Classroom to do this and to continue to keep in touch. 

 


