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Welcome back and happy new year! I hope you all had a relaxing and 

peaceful holiday, and that Father Christmas was generous. It has been lovely 

to see all of our pupils arrive back at school, keen and ready for another 

hard-working term.  An especially warm welcome to our new Penguins and 

their families who have joined us in our nursery – I know you will be made to 

feel very much a part of our school community. 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 

This year we have begun to use a new programme for all of our PSHE 

teaching from Nursery to Y6 called Jigsaw.  This brings together all strands of 

PSHE, emotional literacy, mindfulness, social skills and spiritual development 

through a series of whole-school themes.  Each theme starts with an 

assembly to introduce some of the key ideas to be covered in the unit of 

learning, generating a whole-school focus for children and adults alike.  The 

learning from Jigsaw is then shared in our end of week celebration assembly, 

with Star of the Week certificates linked to one of the themes covered in PSHE. 

This term’s theme is Dreams and Goals.  This aims to help children think about their hopes and dreams, goals they would like to 

work towards, what their current personal strengths are, how to overcome challenges and how to work in a team.  Your child will 

be thinking of their own goals through this work this term so you may want to discuss these and help them persevere towards 

their target. 

You may know from the media that the content of Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) is changing and will become statutory 

from September 2020.  Mrs. Conway (our PSHE Lead), governors and I are currently completing a draft outline of what we 

propose RSE will look like at Northbourne and will be consulting with parents and carers on this during the coming terms.  Please 

look out for details of dates and times for this consultation as your views will be important in helping us shape this strand of our 

curriculum. 

Key Stage One: As part of this work, Robins, Wrens and Nightingales would like to create a celebration display based on 

children’s successes out of school.  If you have any photos of your child showing a success, we would love to see it; they can 

either be emailed via the office (please label your child’s class in the subject field to ensure they are forwarded to the right place) 

or printed.  Examples might include sporting or musical achievements, library challenges, volunteering in the community…  

Plas Pencelli residential 

Parents of Y6 pupils taking part in the residential visit to Plas Pencelli will be sent a medical form and kit list at the start of next 

week; we will also send a paper copy of the medical form, so please dig through school bags and ask your child if you have not 

received these.  Please ensure that you record on the green Individual Information Form (in the ‘medical conditions’ box) any 

medication you are intending to send with your child (for example, travel sickness medication, inhalers, pain-killers, calpol etc) 

and the dosage and frequency with which they need to be administered.  This will ensure we have an accurate log of medication 

to be taken by children while we are away and can plan accordingly before we leave.    

Please ensure the green Individual Information Forms are returned to school by Monday 20th January so we can complete our 

planning for the trip.   

There will be a brief (no longer than 30mins) meeting for parents of children taking part in the trip at 3pm on Friday 7th February 

to go through more information about the trip;  please don’t worry if you are unable to attend as any further printed information 

given out will also be sent home for all children taking part.   

Please note that the deadline for full payment is Friday 7th February; if this causes any problems or you have any questions, 

please feel free to call in for a chat. 

Next Week’s Dates 

Monday French Club 

Tuesday Piano Lessons 

Wednesday 

Kestrel Class Assembly, 9:15am 

Swan Parents’ lunch (for those who have 
ordered and paid for a meal), 11:25am 

Thursday 

Swimming for Kestrels and Hawks 

Guitar lessons 

Falcon Class trip to Thames Water 
Sewage Works 

Friday 
Dress Down Day – red and white clothing 

in exchange for a gold coin 
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Reading  

Thank you to all of you at home for continuing to help with your child’s learning by listening to them read regularly at 

home, and encouraging them to read for pleasure.  The number of ‘reads’ recorded in reading diaries for term 2 across all 

classes was 8200, up from 6898 the previous term – a massive improvement.  Hopefully we can improve on this even 

further this term by recording all reading completed at home to contribute to your child’s class’s total. 

The most widely read classes last term were Nightingales in Key Stage One (601 reads) and Hawks in Key Stage Two (1308 

reads); well done to all of you.  To say thanks, you can wear you own clothes to school on Friday  24th January.  Well done, 

too, to Robins – 21 of you took up the Christmas reading challenge, a fantastic response.  Keep up all of your reading 

practice as it always pays off. 

Reminders 

A couple of polite reminders to start the year: 

• Please continue to tie shoulder-length hair back for school, to help us limit the spread of headlice; 

• Make-up and jewellery should not be worn for school, with the exception of a small wrist-watch.  A pair of stud 

earrings can be worn, but pupils must be able to remove these themselves for PE lessons and swimming.  Nail varnish 

and any other form of make-up should not be worn; 

• Please ensure that only plain headbands are worn in school.  Any headbands with ears or unicorn horns are not 

suitable for school wear – not least because they are so large they obscure the view of any children sitting behind them 

in the classroom! 

• You will know our site becomes very muddy over the winter period.  We do what we can to limit this, including altering 

the areas that children use for breaktimes, but, because we are fortunate to have a fairly green school site, mud still 

spreads quite widely.  Please help us limit this as much as we can by ensuring your children only use the paths when 

arriving and leaving school, and during the time they wait with you for the gates to open at the start of the day. 

Northbourne Superstars… 

It is always great to hear about the achievements of our pupils outside of school… 

Well done to Evie and Freya in Kestrels for giving their time to wrap 200 presents over 5 ½ hours for Secret Santa 365 

before Christmas…a great example of living our value of community. 

Well done to Emily, Ava and Rebecca whose Dance Group have qualified for the Dance World Cup in Rome later this year.  

You may have seen the group in the local news over the holiday, and we would like to help the girls with their fundraising 

with a non-uniform day next Friday (17th January); more information attached.  I look forward to providing updates as the 

girls work hard on their training over the coming months. 

Reception applications 

A final reminder that applications for places in Reception for September 2019 need to be submitted to Oxfordshire County 

Council by next Wednesday (15th January).  If your child was born between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 2016, 

please make sure your application is submitted by this date; even if your child has a place in our Nursery, an application 

for a place in Reception still needs to be made. 

Further details, including the application form, can be found on the OCC website: 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/starting-school/infant-and-primary-school.  Staff in the office or myself 

are also happy to answer any questions you may have. 

Clubs 

We are currently finalising the clubs which we will be able to offer this term; this will be sent home on Parentmail as soon 

as possible.  Please look out for this and check if there are any new activities your child would like to give a go. 
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