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BBC Radio Oxford Broadcast 

A reminder that we are the featured school on BBC Radio Oxford Breakfast 

Show on Monday next week (16th December); tune in at 7:45am and 

8:45am to hear us singing both of our Christmas songs, or catch up after 

this on iPlayer.  We hope you are impressed by our performance! 

Christmas Disco 

A reminder that our Christmas Discos take place next Wednesday (18th 

December): Reception (Puffins and Swans) and Key Stage One (Robins, 

Wrens and Nightingales) from 5 – 6pm, and Key Stage Two from 6:15 – 

7:30pm.  Tickets will still on sale from the office, priced at £1.50 each.  Final 

orders for food are needed by 9am on Monday please. 

Remember that the day before the disco (Tuesday 17th) is a non-uniform 

day in exchange for a donation of an item for our Christmas Disco 

chocolate tombola which is back by popular demand!  Any chocolate items 

welcome – a bar or bag of chocolate, chocolate tree decorations, chocolate 

santas etc… (please do not send in any alcoholic chocolates). These will be 

collected by the PTA at the gate at the start of school.  Many thanks for 

your help.   

Christmas stars 

There have been so many highlights of in-school events over the last couple of weeks… 

• Foundation Stage Nativity: Well done to all of Puffins and Swans for their first-ever Northbourne Nativity this week.  

Pupils did an amazing, confident job of bringing the Christmas story to life and I hope all of the parents and family members 

who came to watch were as proud as I was.  Thanks to all of the staff who helped put together this special performance. 

• Last Tuesday our choir performed as part of the annual Didcot Town Carol Concert at the Civic Hall.  Taking pride of 

place on the stage, they were their usual amazing selves – singing clearly, confidently and with such enjoyment.  As always, 

they were a delight to watch.  Huge thanks to all of our choir for their energy and commitment, and to Miss Rawcliffe, Mrs. 

Lewis and Sara Green for their hard work planning and performing during these events.  The enthusiasm and enjoyment so 

clearly evident whenever our choir perform is always a joy to see, and is only possible thanks to the commitment of the 

adults who work so hard to provide and lead such opportunities for our pupils to perform. 

• Yesterday I was thrilled to be able to see Mrs. Alleway’s dance group perform in the Oxfordshire Schools’ Dance Festival on 

the stage at the New Theatre.  Our Northbourne elves performed fantastically – with great enjoyment and confidence in 

front of a packed audience.  I hope all of the family members who came along to watch enjoyed the evening as much as I did.  

Huge thanks to Mrs. Alleway for organising our involvement in the show; to Mrs. Jones for helping with choreography after 

school; and to Miss Murray for accompanying the dancers for the rehearsal and show. 

• A huge thanks to our fantastic PTA committee for their hard work over this term.  I am sure you will agree that they 

have worked incredibly hard on a range of fund-raising activities, including providing refreshments at the Key Stage One and 

Reception nativities, selling raffle tickets and arranging next week’s disco.  We are very grateful to all of you for your hard 

work. 

 

 

Next Week’s Dates 

Monday 

BBC Radio Oxford Broadcast – 95.2FM 
7:45am and 8:45am 

Last orders for Disco food (9am) 

Tuesday 

Last day of term for Nursery 

Non School Uniform Day 
in return for chocolate for the tombola 

Puffin and Swans ‘Stay and Play’ 
10-11am 

Piano and Woodwind lessons 

Wednesday 

Christmas Church Service at St Peter’s, 
10am 

Christmas Dinner 

Christmas Discos 
FS/KS1: 5-6pm; KS2: 6:15-7:30pm 

Thursday 
Last day of term 

school closes at 1:30pm 
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Class parties 

Once again, we are not asking parents to provide food for class parties this year; you are all very generous with what you send in 

for this, and we hate to see any waste.  It is also difficult to find a time of day when children are hungry enough to eat an 

additional meal! 

• Reception (Puffins and Swans) will have their party on Thursday morning; pupils can come to school in non-uniform on this 

day, but please keep in mind that children will be outside as normal during the course of the day when choosing clothes. 

• Key Stage One (Robins, Wrens and Nightingales) will have their party on Tuesday; the team would be grateful if parents 

could donate £1 which will be used to buy a few treats for the games which are planned. 

• Lower Key Stage Two (Owls and Hawks) –any donations of a gold coin (to be collected in classrooms) would be greatly 

appreciated wherever possible. Please note Falcons will be having their Christmas party with residents from the Meadows. 

• Upper Key Stage Two (Kites, Eagles and Kestrels) will have their party on Monday; again, please feel free to send a change of 

clothes for this, but uniform should be worn in the morning.  Teachers are providing a few treats for this; however, if pupils 

could please bring any cake decorations (for example, sprinkles, icing pens), they will be able to use these during the party. 

As always, please speak to class teachers if you have any questions and thanks for your help. 

Christmas reading challenge 

Research is very clear about the link between reading for pleasure and pupils’ academic attainment – not just in English but 

across a range of subjects.  Amongst the manic preparations for Christmas, it would be great if you could find time to share a 

book with your child; the ‘little-and-often’ approach to developing reading fluency works brilliantly, and a two week gap from 

practising these skills always has a notable impact on children’s progress.   

With this in mind, we will be setting a Christmas reading challenge for pupils to read 8 times over the break.  As usual, please 

make a note of what your child reads in their diary (or encourage them to do so themselves) and, for this challenge, also record 

this on the special sheet that your child will bring home next week.  Everyone completing the challenge will get a certificate and 

be entered into a prize draw on our return to school in January so please encourage your child to take part…and use it as an 

excuse to put your feet up and enjoy a book yourself! 

Don’t forget the mini Winter Reading Challenge taking place at Didcot Library too… 

And finally on a reading theme, if you are struggling with any inspiration, have a look at  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2019/december/top-christmas-toys-2019-and-the-best-

childrens-books-to-go-with-them/ and  

https://www.booksfortopics.com/gift-guides 

…where you might find some ideas for great book gifts. 

Admissions Policy, 2021-22 

Governors are currently consulting on a change to our Admissions Policy for 2021-22.  This is available on our website at 

https://northbourne.oxon.sch.uk/information/school-information/admission-arrangements/; please have a look and send any 

comments to us as outlined on the webpage. 
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