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AA  rreemmiinnddeerr  tthhaatt  sscchhooooll  cclloosseess  ffoorr  tthhee  hhaallff  tteerrmm  bbrreeaakk  nneexxtt  FFrriiddaayy  ((2255tthh  OOccttoobbeerr))..    WWee  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  sseeeeiinngg  yyoouu  oonn  tthhee  

rreettuurrnn  ttoo  sscchhooooll  aatt  uussuuaall  ttiimmee  oonn  MMoonnddaayy  44tthh  NNoovveemmbbeerr..  

Parent-teacher meetings  

Thank you to everyone who has logged onto ParentMail to book an 

appointment for next week’s parent meetings. There are still a small 

number of slots available for you to meet staff, but these are filling up – 

if you haven’t already done so, please book your time as soon as 

possible. If you have any problems with the online system, please pop 

into school to speak to Mrs. Cliff who is very happy to help.  

When you arrive for your appointment next week, please enter the 

school through the main office and then make your way to your child’s 

usual classroom. Miss Hill, Miss Rawcliffe and Miss Kellock will meet 

parents in their usual classrooms, but, as we will close the security gate 

during the evening, we ask that you enter school through the main office 

and make your way through the inside of the building; members of staff 

will be at reception to point you in the right direction if you are unsure 

where these rooms are.  

During both evenings, Mr. Woods (Special Educational Needs Co-

ordinator) will be available to answer any specific questions you may 

have if your child is on the SEN register or if you would like other advice 

about services and professionals available through the Local Offer who 

can support your child.  

Following your meeting (or before it if that is more convenient), I would 

be really grateful if you could spare 5 minutes to enjoy a tea or coffee 

and complete our annual parent questionnaire. The feedback provided 

through these plays a crucial part in our school development planning 

each year and has a real impact on our plans for the year; last year, for 

example, your views were fundamental to helping governors shape our 

vision for Northbourne for the next five years.  Any time you can spare to 

help with this would be greatly appreciated.  

Prayer Spaces 

Hopefully, your children mentioned their session with the Prayer Spaces 

team this week.  Thanks to the hard work of Sara Green and her team of 

volunteers from local churches, several areas around school were 

transformed into calm reflection spaces with a range of activities for 

children to engage with and think deeply about.  As always, our pupils 

came up with some fantastic thoughts and reflections, this year based on 

St. Peter; activities included blowing bubbles to represent worries, using the ‘saying sorry’ sand, and showing gratitude and 

thanks by hooking a duck!  Many thanks to Mrs. Green and her team for their time and energy in making the project so 

memorable and impactful, and to Mrs. Parsons for organising our involvement in such a worthwhile initiative for another 

year. 

 

Friday 
Mon Storytime and Crafts 

3pm  
to  

 3:45pm 
 

Tue 
Dance 

3pm 
to  

4pm 
X 

Gardening 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

 

Thurs 

Basketball 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Choir 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

X 

Cookery 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

X 

Athletics 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

X 

Fri Football 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Next Week’s Dates 

Tuesday 

Piano and Woodwind lessons 

Nightingale Parent Consultations 

Wednesday 

Falcon Class Assemble, 9:15am 

Parent Consultations 

Thursday 

Last day of term for Nursery 

Swimming for Eagles and Kites 

Year 3/4 Roman Day 
parents invited to view home learning 

project from 2:30pm in the hall 

Guitar lessons and iRock 

Parent Consultations 

Friday 

Stay and Play for new Nursery Children 

No Afterschool Club at Willowcroft 

Last Day of Term 1 (school closes 3pm) 
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Marking and feedback  

Your child’s books will be available for you to look through whilst you wait for your parent consultation appointment next week. 

All staff follow the same approach to marking books and giving your children feedback about their work and progress, and you 

should be able to see the key elements of this when you look through their books.  

• The title of each piece of work is the learning objective for the lesson – that is, what the teacher expects each child to have 

learned by the end of the lesson.  

• If the work and the teacher’s observations during the lessons show the pupil has learned what was intended, the title will be 

highlighted in green. If it is partially met but requires more work, it will be underlined in green. If the learning objective is not 

met, there will be no marking on the objective but instead a note will be made elsewhere on the work.  

• We aim to tell children, verbally, where they have done well in a piece of work during a lesson.  Good points may then not be 

commented on further in writing – this does not mean your child has not done well! Pupils understand that highlighted 

learning objectives mean they have done well, and that this is praise for that element of their learning.  

• Each week, teachers comment on a number of pieces of work in more detail. These comments will usually take the form of a 

comment asking a child to go back to their work and improve an element of it. Again, this does not mean that your child has 

not done well in that piece of work but instead is aimed at ensuring all pupils are constantly looking for ways to get even 

better. These changes and improvements (including those given to a pupil verbally) are then made in a purple pen by pupils – 

you should be able to spot these amendments and improvements in the work you see.  

• As with praise for successful work, next steps are often also provided orally by staff, during the course of a lesson.  Where 

this is the case, you should see pupils making changes and improvements to their work with their purple pens, so look out for 

these pieces of work which children have tried to improve. 

We hope you find this summary of our Marking and Feedback Policy helpful; the full version is available on our website and in 

paper copy from school on request. Please feel free to speak to class teachers or myself if you would like to find out more about 

our approach to marking work. 

Attendance  

Your child’s class teacher will share information about their attendance for the school year-to-date as part of your meeting next 

week, along with a guide on how to interpret these percentages (ie what level of attendance is ‘good’). While the occasional 

illness is unavoidable, research is very clear that children with good levels of attendance attain better and make better progress 

during their time in school. For example, almost half of children who miss 15 days of school a year do not reach the expected 

standard at the end of primary school.  

Our attendance for this term so far is very high, and currently around 200 children (almost two thirds of our pupils) haven’t 

missed any days or part days of school at all. Keep this up – I look forward to presenting lots of 100% certificates after the half 

term break. 

Phonics Workshop 

Apologies – last week’s newsletter included the wrong date for the upcoming Phonics Workshop.  This will take place a week 

later than previously communicated, at the start of the school day on 20th November.  Apologies for any issues this change 

causes, and look out for further information soon. 

Y3 and 4 need your help… 

Owls, Falcons and Hawks are on the look out for rigid boxes (the kind made of corrugated card, not cereal boxes) to make Roman 

shields with.  If you can help, please drop these into any of the three classes – the team will be very grateful. Thanks in advance 

for your help.  

Autumn Disco 

Disco tickets will be on sale from the school office Tuesday next week. 

Second Hand Uniform 

The PTA are no longer accepting donations of second hand uniform as they are now beginning to run out of storage space. 


