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Highly Recommended for Younger Children
THIS IS THE STORY OF 
ALISON HUBBLE
Written by Allan Ahlberg and 
illustrated by Bruce Ingman
Published by Puffin
ISBN 978 0141 359236 

One morning Alison wakes up as two 
people, identical twins! They set off for 
school, doubling again just in time for PE!  
Next morning there are 8 Alisons, and by 
the end of the book copies of her fill a 
whole city!! This charming book, written 
in rhyme, is perfect for reading out loud.

ALBERT AND LITTLE HENRY 
Written and illustrated by Jez Alborough 
Published by Walker
ISBN 978 1406357509

Want to prepare your child for a 
new brother or sister? The award-
winning author gently explores, 
with his usual heart-warming style, 
some of the emotions involved in 
making everyone feel valued. 

Find out how his mum finds a 
way to utilise his special talents 
so that he can feel big again. 

LEO: A GHOST STORY
Written by Mac Barnett and 
illustrated by Christian Robinson
Published by Abrams and Chronicle
ISBN 978 1452131566

This is a delightful tale of a ghost called 
Leo, who only wants to make friends. 
When Leo finds Jane, together they 
become knights of the Round Table and 
slay dragons, until Leo’s bravery shines 
through when he terrifies some real 
burglars. This story of true friendship is 
enhanced by the quirky illustrations.  

BAXTER'S BOOK
Written and illustrated by 
Hrefna Bragadottir 
Published by Nosy Crow
ISBN 978 0857635228

A lovely simply told story about being 
different and following a dream. The 
main character in this book is beautifully 
portrayed with a great sense of warmth 
and tenacity. This short picture book 
story oozes with charm and the bright 
illustrations help make it a certain 
favourite with the very young.

PIRATES IN PYJAMAS 
Written by Caroline Crowe and 
illustrated by Tom Knight
Published by Little Tiger Press
ISBN 978 1848691360 

Is getting children to bed a chore? Join in 
the bedtime fun with Captain Grotbeard 
and his crew aboard the Leaky Parrot. 
Do pirates blow bubbles through their 
beards in the bathtub and have pillow 
fights...? A cleverly illustrated, rhyming 
romp from this award-winning duo, 
which will rock everyone off to sleep.

THE DAY THE CRAYONS  
CAME HOME
Written by Drew Daywalt and 
illustrated by Oliver Jeffers
Published by HarperCollins   
ISBN 978 0008124434

A great companion book to The Day 
the Crayons Quit. The disgruntled 
crayons, treated with such disregard 
by Duncan, now wish to return home. 
Each crayon has their own individual 
voice and character, and jokes 
abound. The variety and detail of the 
illustrations, together with their quirky 
humour, invite close investigation, 
complementing the story beautifully.

BLUE PENGUIN
Written and illustrated by Petr Horáĉek
Published by Walker Books
ISBN 978 1406358285

‘Far away in the south a blue penguin was 
born’ who struggles to find acceptance 
and friendship, dreaming of a beautiful 
white whale and creating a song for it. 
First one penguin becomes his friend, 
and then the rest learn to sing his songs. 
A beautifully illustrated book that little 
ones will want to read again and again.

FINDING WINNIE: THE TRUE 
STORY OF THE WORLD’S 
MOST FAMOUS BEAR 
Written by Lindsay Mattick and 
illustrated by Sophie Blackall
Published by Orchard Books
ISBN 978 1408340240 

Did you ever wonder if there was a  
real Winnie-the-Pooh? You will discover 
how soldier Harry Colebourn meets  
this most famous bear on a railway  
station platform in Canada. Written as 
a mother telling the story to her son,  
it unfolds in a delightful way that keeps 
you intrigued until the end, helped by 
wonderfully realistic illustrations.

THE GREAT DRAGON  
BAKE OFF 
Written and illustrated by Nicola O'Byrne
Published by Bloomsbury
ISBN 978 1408839560

With a dragon named Flamie Oliver 
at its heart you know you're in for 
a treat. Beautifully illustrated with 
humour and imaginative twists, this 
is a lovely book to look at. The gentle 
story teaches children to embrace 
what they are good at, even if it isn't 
necessarily what is expected of them.

MOLLY MAYBE AND THE 
MONSTER MISSION 
Written and illustrated by 
Kristina Stephenson
Published by Simon and Schuster
ISBN 978 1471160547 

Not much happens in the sleepy town 
of Smallsbury until Molly Maybe, in 
her magical tree house, spots her 
neighbour dig up something rather 
peculiar. Therein follows an adventure 
filled with underground monsters, 
and whacky travel vehicles, speeding 
Molly and her dog Waggy Burns on 
an action-packed rescue mission to 
replace the missing monster mascot.  

GORILLA LOVES VANILLA 
Written by Chae Strathie and 
illustrated by Nicola O’Byrne
Published by Scholastic
ISBN 978 1407148106 

Sam is the master of whipping up 
different flavours for the animals who 
visit his ice cream shop: a yucky fish 
flavour for cat, a squirmy worm cornet 
for hen. Enjoy this deliciously illustrated 
story told in rhyme with a fun chorus. 
A special visitor comes along with a 
surprise request... Ice cream anyone? 

WHERE THE BUGABOO LIVES
Written by Sean Taylor and 
illustrated by Neal Layton
Published by Walker Books  
ISBN 978 1406372885

An exciting interactive book, the 
reader chooses which path to take 
through the dark, shadowy valley with 
wary Floyd and wily Ruby. Hazardous 
encounters are possible with a range 
of vividly illustrated, threatening 
creatures, as they try to avoid the most 
frightening one of all: the Bugaboo. 
But does big sister always know best? 

THERE’S A SNAKE  
IN MY SCHOOL
Written by David Walliams and 
illustrated by Tony Ross
Published by Harper Collins
ISBN 978 0008172763

When the children bring their pets to 
school Miranda brings her pet python – 
Penelope! Miss Bloat, the Headteacher, 
is a villainous character straight from 
Roald Dahl and her attempts to confiscate 
Penelope result in a hilarious tale of 
come-uppance, brilliantly illustrated by 
Tony Ross. A book for everyone to enjoy. 

Highly Recommended for Older Readers
THE PERSON CONTROLLER
Written by David Baddiel
Illustrated by Jim Field
Published by Harper Collins
ISBN 978 00075545

Fred and Ellie are twins and excellent at 
video games but not so good at football or 
climbing trees or coping with the school 
bullies. So, when the Mystery Man gives 
them a strange video games controller 
they discover that their skills can be 
used in a very unusual and useful way.  

SPYNOSAUR
Written by Guy Bass
Illustrated by Lee Robinson
Published by Little Tiger Stripes
ISBN 978 1847157164

Super-spy Agent Gambit is a… 9 feet 
tall dinosaur! With his spy-in-training 
daughter, Amber, he races across 
the globe in pursuit of arch criminals 
and super-secret weapons to save 
the world. This action-packed, high 
energy story, full of cartoon strips 
and energetic illustrations, will appeal 
to all confident young readers.   

PUGLY BAKES A CAKE 
Written by Pamela Butchart
Illustrated by Gemma Correll
Published by Nosy Crow
ISBN 978 0857635990

Pamela Butchart's quirky writing style 
is perfect for a book about a baking 
dog who gets stuck in a cat flap! The 
humour and fun she brings to this 
story, along with Gemma Correll's 
engaging illustrations, are a great 
combination for developing readers.

SHIFTY MCGIFTY  
AND SLIPPERY SAM:  
THE SPOOKY SCHOOL 
Written by Tracey Corderoy
Illustrated by Steven Lenton
Published by Nosy Crow
ISBN 978 0857637017

Two mystery-solving baking dogs head to 
a haunted school to help out with some 
cookery classes in this book of funny 
tales for developing readers. Packed 
with wonderful illustrations, engaging 
characters and clever writing, this is a 
super book for children starting to be 
more independent in their reading.  

DAVE PIGEON 
Written by Swapna Haddow
Illustrated by Sheena Dempsey
Published by Faber and Faber
ISBN 978 0571323308

Two tough pigeons are the unlikely 
heroes in this hugely funny story. Their 
battle to defeat the neighbourhood 
cat and earn their place in the warmth 
of a cosy home is guaranteed to make 

anyone chuckle. Cleverly put together 
with wonderful illustrations that bring 
the story to life, this is a great book 
for newly independent readers.

LOUIE LETS LOOSE!
Written by Rachel Hamilton
Illustrated by Oscar Armelles
Published by Oxford University Press
ISBN 978 0 192744975

Louie the unicorn comes to New York to 
seek fame and glory. With his new friends 
- a troll, a mermaid and a faun - Louie 
saves the local cake café with a rip-roaring 
show and becomes a superstar. Packed 
with humorous illustrations, this first of 
a series will delight younger readers.

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID:  
OLD SCHOOL
Written and illustrated by Jeff Kinney
Published by Puffin
ISBN 978 0141364728

Life is crazy for the Heffley family as Mum 
bans all electronic devices, Grandad is 
staying, Greg prangs the car and Dad is 
extremely grumpy. Greg is not sure how 
he will survive and goes on the class trip 
to escape which doesn’t help his problems 
at all. Great fun with hilarious illustrations.

THE SECRET RAILWAY
Written by Wendy Meddour
Illustrated by Sam Usher
Published by Oxford University Press
ISBN 978 0192745545

Leo and Ella are whisked away by a 
magical railway on a quest to save 
the kingdom of Izzambard from the 
evil Griselda, who has stopped time 
and stolen the kingdom’s magic. This 
thrilling story is beautifully written for 
newly confident readers and marks 
the start of an exciting new series.

THE WORLD OF NORM: 
MAY CONTAIN BUTS
Written by Jonathan Meres
Published by Orchard Books
ISBN 978 1408334065 

Another hilarious adventure from Norm 
- which all begins when he decides 
to go to the toilet, just for something 
to do! Readers who like Wimpy Kid 
will love the World of Norm, and will 
enjoy the lively dialogue and pictures 
that illustrate Norm's adventures.

THE TRIALS OF APOLLO:  
THE HIDDEN ORACLE
Written by Rick Riordan
Published by Puffin
ISBN 978 0141363912

Apollo has been cast out of Olympus and 
forced to become a teenage boy. Can 
he find the Hidden Oracle and save the 
demi-gods from the Roman Emperor 

Gods? This welcome return to Camp Half-
Blood, in a new series based once more 
on the Greek myths, finds Rick Riordan 
in sparkling and witty storytelling form.

THE TAPPER TWINS  
TEAR UP NEW YORK
Written by Geoff Rodkey
Published by Orion 
ISBN 978 1444015010

The Tapper Twins tell the ‘true’ story 
of their School Scavenger Hunt when 
they, their friends and their enemies, 
are let loose on New York and madcap 
adventures follow. Each tell their account 
of the day and embellished photographs 
show what actually went on… Hilarious.

CLAUDE:  
LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! 
Written and illustrated by Alex T. Smith 
Published by Hodder
ISBN 978 1444926477

Meet Claude the lovable dog, his jaunty 
red beret, snazzy sweaters, and his 
friend, Sir Bobblysock, in the latest of 
their hilarious adventures. Strikingly 
detailed illustrations draw you into the 
world of film-making and costume 
transformations involving an escaped 
gorilla. After causing chaos on the set, 
do Claude and his friend manage to save 
the day and rescue the heroine ...?

ROMANS ON THE 
RAMPAGE: JAIL BREAK!
Written by Jeremy Strong
Illustrated by Rowan Clifford
Published by Puffin
ISBN 978 0141361413

This rollicking, hilarious tale of the young 
Roman Perilus and his family is narrated by 
their opinionated, talking raven Croakbag. 
Missing coins, a charioteer race, a pizza 
eating elephant, cowardly guards and a 
raven with mad ideas keep us guessing to 
the exciting and complicated final page.

KATY
Written by Jacqueline Wilson
Illustrated by Nick Sharratt
Published by Puffin
ISBN 978 0141353968

Katy is imaginative and adventurous: the 
oldest girl in a large family. However, 
a terrible accident changes her life 
in unexpected ways. Will Katy adapt 
to her new life and still be true to her 
adventurous spirit? Confident readers 
will fall in love with this story of how Katy 
deals with the challenges she faces.

FLAWED
Written by Cecelia Ahern
Published by Harper Collins
ISBN 978 0008125127

Perfection and strict adherence to the rules 
is demanded in this YA dystopian world. 
When Celestine bestows an act of kindness 
on someone deemed to be ‘Flawed’, the 
repercussions are swift and brutal. She 
questions everything that she has believed 
in, choosing to fight against the bigotry and 
prejudices on which her society is based. 

A LIBRARY OF LEMONS 
Written by Jo Cotterill
Published by Piccadilly
ISBN 978 1848125119

United by their mutual love of writing, two 
girls forge an alliance that allows them to 
feel the power of belonging and solidarity. 
This is a beautiful story of bereavement, 
secrets and, above all, friendship. 
Captivating writing encourages the reader 
to lose themselves in a world full of books, 
family relationships and fresh starts.

NORTH FACE 
Written by Matt Dickinson
Published by Vertebrate Graphics Ltd  
ISBN 978 1910240465

A treacherous earthquake in Tibet opens 
the second of the trilogy. This tense, 
fast moving adventure continues the 
story of Ryan Hart, who teams up with 
Tashi, a courageous young yak-herder. 
Ignoring the strict climbing restrictions 
imposed by the harsh Chinese regime, 
they attempt to save Tashi’s young, fugitive 
brother stranded up the mountain. 

FINDING AUDREY 
Written by Sophie Kinsella
Published by Corgi
ISBN 978 0552573665 

Audrey has social anxiety disorder and, 
bullied at school, hides behind her 
sunglasses and refuses to leave the safety 
of her chaotic family home. Meeting her 
brother’s friend Linus is the beginning of 
the road to recovery in this heart-warming 
Young Adult story of friendship and hope. 

DEMON ROAD
Written by Derek Landy
Published by Harper Collins
ISBN 978 0008156923

Amber, looking forward to her 16th 
birthday, is unaware of her parents’ 
shocking plans for her. Forced to flee, 
every day is a battle to survive; nothing is 
what it seems, not even those she calls her 
friends. An amazing road trip laced with 
humour, monsters, blood and guts, Derek 
Landy's latest trilogy doesn’t disappoint!

GORILLA DAWN 
Written by Gill Lewis
Published by Oxford University Press
ISBN 978 0192739179

Set in the Congo, this is the story of child 
soldiers, rebel gangs, endangered gorillas, 
illegal mining and the struggle between 
good and evil. Seen through the eyes 
of two children who care for the safety 
of one baby gorilla, this shows a real 
understanding of environmental issues 
through a nail-biting and stirring story.

HOW TO LOOK FOR  
A LOST DOG
Written by Ann M. Martin
Published by Usborne
ISBN 978 1474906470

Rose loves words and maths, following 
the rules and her dog Rain. She finds it 
hard to fit in and behave correctly but 
when Rain goes missing Rose makes a 
logical plan to find her. A moving story 
about autism, troubled relationships and 
the joy of being understood and loved.

THE REST OF US  
JUST LIVE HERE
Written by Patrick Ness
Published by Walker
ISBN 978 1406365566

This is a wonderful novel about the 
extraordinary and heroic in the every 
day. Mikey struggles with anxiety, OCD 
tendencies, absent parents, and unrequited 
love, keen just to graduate from High 
School and pluck up the courage to ask the 
only girl whoever mattered to the prom. 
Our older readers gave this top marks!

THE WOLF WILDER
Written by Katherine Rundell 
Published by Bloomsbury
ISBN 978 1408862582

Feodora, a determined and head-strong 
girl, lives in a world surrounded by wolves 
in the Russian woods. Her job: to return 
the tame wolves to the wilderness. When 
her mother is taken away to prison Feo sets 
off with her wolf pack and an unlikely ally- 
a human friend - to try and rescue her.

ORBITING JUPITER 
Written by Gary D. Schmidt
Published by Andersen
ISBN 978 1783445042

Joseph, fostered by Jack’s family 
on their farm, is not used to trusting 
people but the cows take to him and 
they know. In time, trust strengthens 
but Joseph has a secret, a daughter he 
has never seen but is desperate to. A 
moving story with a dramatic climax, 
this was loved by boys of 12+.

FIRE COLOUR ONE
Written by Jenny Valentine
Published by Harper Collins
ISBN 978 0007512362

Iris doesn’t remember her wealthy artist 
father Ernest, but now that he is terminally 
ill, he wants to get to know his daughter 
before it's too late. Her debt-written Mum 
can’t wait to get her hands on his money. 
This beautifully written YA book is about art, 
relationships and secrets, with a wonderful 
twist!

THE MYSTERY OF THE 
CLOCKWORK SPARROW
Written by Katherine Woodfine 
Illustrated by Julia Sardà
Published by Egmont
ISBN 978 1405276177

Sophie has recently lost her father; now 
she has to support herself as a shop 
girl in the newest, most fashionable 
department store in London. Will she 
make friends and will she be able to solve 
the mystery of the daring theft of the 
Clockwork Sparrow? You will love reading 
about this glorious Edwardian heroine.

EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING 
Written by Nicola Yoon
Published by Random House
ISBN 978 0552574235

A remarkable first novel and love story. 
Maddie has a rare disease, an allergy to 
the world outside, that confines her to the 
house where Mum and Carla care for her. 
Somehow Maddie stays positive but life 
looks up when a new family moves in next 
door… Hugely popular with our YA voters!

Highly Recommended for Younger Readers
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Izzy and her friends are SHOCKED when they
meet their new headteacher. He has black hair, 
wears a cape and has funny, wormy lips. One
time, they even hear him hissing in his office,

and sunlight makes him go bright red!But it’s when he bans garlic bread on
Italian Day that they KNOW. Their

new headteacher is a VAMPIRE and his
army of vampire rats are goingto take over the school!

EEEK!!

No 
vampires 
became 

teachers
in the 

making
of this 
book
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The Children’s Choice
The books have been read, 150,000 votes have been cast and the Children’s Book Award Overall Winner 
for 2017 is An Eagle in the Snow written by four times Winner Michael Morpurgo and illustrated by Michael 
Foreman, a moving tale about the fateful decision taken by a WW1 soldier.

The Children’s Book Award is the only national 
book prize in the UK decided by the readers 
from start to finish – the children themselves. 
The award is given annually to the best work of 
children’s fiction, after over one thousand books 
have been read and voted for by young readers 
and young adults. During 2016 over 110,000 votes 
were cast in the process to create the long list Pick 
of the Year and the children’s Top Ten by children 
from schools and families across the country, 
all members of the twelve Testing Groups of the 
charity the Federation of Children’s Book Groups. 

Thousands of children across the UK then 
voted for their favourite books in the Top Ten to 
determine the winner of each category and the 
Overall Winner. The total number of votes cast for 
the Top Ten in 2017 was 40,000, from which the 
winners of each individual category were decided, 
and the Overall Winner was selected: 

BOOKS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS
BOOKS FOR OLDER READERS

The Children’s Book Award is owned and 
coordinated by the Federation of Children’s Book 
Groups, a voluntary organisation that coordinates 
national activity for local children’s book groups 
from all around the UK. Their volunteers run the 
Award and children from the book groups place 
their votes throughout the year, resulting in the 
Top Ten shortlist, alongside the Top 50 Pick of the 
Year. 

The books in this leaflet were read, tested and voted 
for by the children of the Federation of Children’s 
Book Groups as their favourites from all the books 
published between January and December 2016. 
You’ll find some great suggestions for new authors 
and titles to try as well as some firm favourites!

The reviews for the Pick of the Year titles were 
written by the Testers from the Federation 
of Children’s Book Groups and are listed in 
alphabetical order within each age range and the 
leaflet was sponsored by Plymouth Children’s 
Book Group.

GET INVOLVED IN 2017 TO DETERMINE THE 
WINNERS FOR THE 2018 CHILDREN’S BOOK 
AWARD!

If you or your school or family would like to take 
part in the only national award where only the 
children’s votes count and only their vote matters, 
contact childrensbookaward@fcbg.org.uk and 
visit the Federation of Children’s Book Groups’ 
web site, www.fcbg.org.uk.  You will find ideas 
on how to test the Top Ten and pictures from 
the portfolios of children’s work presented to the 
winning authors and illustrators. You can also see 
who has won this high-profile award in the past, 
an award that is recognised for picking stars of the 
future.

You can follow the Award on Twitter:  
@CBACoordinator using the hashtag 
#FCBGCBA17 and through the  
Children’s Book Award Facebook page.

1 BOOKS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
 Category Winner

Oi Dog!
Written by Kes Gray and Claire Gray  
and illustrated by Jim Field
Published by Hodder Children’s Books  
ISBN 978 1444919592

In this brilliant sequel to Oi Frog!, Cat wants everyone to follow the 
old rules which suit her, sitting in her comfy mat, but Frog thinks (quite 
rightly) that it’s high time for a change! And Frog has the assertiveness 
and self-belief necessary to overturn the established order. Expressive, 
bold and humorous illustrations complement the text perfectly, 
showing exactly how each of the animals feels about the new seating 
arrangements. The rollicking, cumulative rhyming couplets tease, 
building up the tempo and tension, but there’s a surprise in store!  
A book which children will want to read and join in with time and again. 

Shorlisted books for younger children

2 BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS
 Category Winner & Overall Winner

An Eagle in the Snow
Written by Michael Morpurgo and  
illustrated by Michael Foreman
Published by Harper Collins
ISBN 978 0008134150

A tale entwined within a tale: the story of the most decorated private 
in World War One is told by a stranger to a young boy, whilst their 
train takes cover in a tunnel from a Messerschmitt in World War Two. 
The boy has to learn to confront and overcome his own fears, whilst 
considering the moral dilemma faced by Private Billy Byron, who 
thought he’d chosen to ‘do the right thing’ but had actually, through 
showing true humanity, inadvertently caused great and widespread 
suffering. The picture of an eagle in the snow is haunting, vivid and 
unsettling and remains with you long after finishing the book.

The Jam Doughnut That Ruined My 
Life
Written by Mark Lowery and illustrated by Hannah 
Shaw
Published by Piccadilly Press
ISBN 978 1848124745

Roman Garstang loves his jam doughnuts and when 
a flying jellyfish hits his face at the start of the school 
week, his life rapidly descends into manic jam doughnut 
chaos. Things rapidly go downhill for our hapless hero 
as he needs to find 51 jam doughnuts to save the life 
of the teacher’s guinea pig (complete with Mohawk…). 
There are plenty of laugh-out-loud moments in this 
action-packed book and with a dry, witty protagonist 
and great supporting characters, adults and children 
alike will have great fun reading this book.   

The Accidental Pirates:  
Voyage to Magical North
Written by Claire Fayers
Published by Macmillan
ISBN 978 1447290605

After Brine Seaborne and obnoxious apprentice Peter 
break a magician’s starshell, they have to flee from 
his island. Lost at sea, they end up on the legendary 
pirate ship The Onion. This is the start of a thrilling, 
swashbuckling adventure that grips from start to finish 
as Brine and Peter embark on a dangerous quest to find 
Magical North and battle the evil magician. Complete 
with sinister penguins and unforgettable characters this 
is one book that enthralled younger readers will not 
want to put down.  

Shorlisted books for younger readers

3 BOOKS FOR OLDER READERS
 Category Winner

One
Written by Sarah Crossan
Published by Bloomsbury
ISBN 978 1408827215

Grace and her sister Tippi share everything – they are conjoined twins, 
and have lived much of their sixteen years sheltered from the media.  
The family is struggling to make ends meet, and the girls start attending 
school, where they make friends with Yasmeen and Jon, and learn to 
cope with hostility and prejudice. However, when their health starts to 
fail, they have to make some very hard choices…. A heart-warming read, 
thoroughly enjoyed by our teenage reviewers!

Car-Jacked 
Written by Ali Sparkes
Published by Oxford University Press
ISBN 978 0192733467

Taking off for their family holiday, with his parents in 
the petrol station and Jack hidden on the back seat of 
the car, Jack feels the car start aggressively and knows 
immediately that the driver is NOT his Dad. But Ross, 
the car-jacker criminal, is not all bad. Does Jack really 
want to be rescued? Is he enjoying the freedom from 
his over-protective mother? He is a 12-year-old genius 
[IQ of 170] which could be useful to the criminal 
world…So, an unlikely friendship begins but how will 
it end? Highly rated by girls and boys alike, this is 
the latest fast-paced thriller from this popular prize-
winning author.

Mistletoe and Murder 
Written by Robin Stevens
Published by Penguin Random House
ISBN 978 0141369723

Miss Marple meets Malory Towers in this cleverly 
written murder mystery for children age 10+.
Set in Cambridge over the Christmas holidays two 
young school friends, Daisy and Hazel, use their 
detective skills to uncover clues when a rich student 
is discovered dead in the college halls.  This time 
they are in competition with another young detective 
agency and Daisy is not pleased!

Whether new to Robin Stevens’ popular Murder Most 
Unladylike series or already a firm fan, this thrilling 
adventure is an exciting read for anyone who loves a 
first-class romp. 

Shorlisted books for older readers

Grandad’s Island
Written and illustrated by  
Benji Davies
Published by Simon and Schuster
ISBN 978 1471119958

This beautifully illustrated book 
celebrates the unique closeness of 
the bond between grandparent and 
grandchild. Syd and his grandfather 
share the joy of adventure and 
discovery together as the house 
turns into a tall magical ship and 
bears them away to a mysterious 
tropical island complete with exotic 
wildlife. Children will love sharing the 
pictures and for adults the twist at 
the end brings a tear to the eye.  
This is a heart-warming tale, 
affirming that those who we love, 
remain close to us always.  

Chicken Nugget 
Written by Michelle Robinson
Illustrated by Tom McLaughlin
Published by Puffin
ISBN 978 0723294443

Centred around a little chicken with 
a big heart it is no wonder that this 
book is so popular with picture book 
fans of all ages. It is stuffed with 
fun, both through the imaginative 
writing and the clever illustrations.  
These two elements work brilliantly 
together to create a double layered 
story that children will love to be a 
part of.  This story proves that small 
can be mighty and little chickens are 
absolutely capable of big things!  

Gracie Grabbit 
and the Tiger
Written and illustrated by Helen 
Stephens
Published by Scholastic
ISBN 978 1407158044

Gracie loves her robber father but 
he does have a tendency to steal 
items from people and animals and 
put them in his swag bag!  When 
she tries to return the objects he 
has stolen at the zoo, she gets in a 
muddle with hilarious results until 
the tiger steps in to sort things 
out for Gracie and for her father. 
This heart-warming story with its 
glorious colour illustrations appeals 
to younger children of all ages and 
its message of love, friendship and 
redemption will make it a favourite 
with older readers and adults too!


